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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


THE COST-OF-BUILDING CHART, published in our issue 
of January 9, has been used as a basis for an attempt to show the 
increase in building cost caused by decline in productivity. p. 332 


THE MINISTRY OF WORKS’ latest proposals for its part 
in the Coronation route preparations are reviewed on  p. 334 


THE ASSOCIATION OF MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS 
has decided not to take part in the proposed RIBA review of 
building contract procedure, and the inquiry is now to go forward 
““on a domestic basis.’ p. 336 


A COMPETITION for the design of one- and two-storey 
dwelling houses of 800 sq. ft. to a maximum of 1,000 sq. ft. 
of floor space has been organised by the “‘ News mare 

p. 


‘ BEARING IN MIND the practical aspects of the business of 
structural engineering, the margins of safety at present approxt- 
mate to a limit beyond which it would be imprudent to pass 
without a systematic stock-taking of where we stand,” said 
Mr. G. Anthony Gardner in a paper on “‘ The Safety Factor in 
Construction ” given at the Royal Society of Arts on F en 

p. 


REFERRING TO THE OPERATIVES’ DECISION to hold 
a ballot on whether there should be a strike or arbitration on the 
rejected claim for an increase in wages, Mr. Wilfred Horsfall, 
president of the NFBTE, has pointed out that even a one-day 
strike would mean the loss of about £54m. worth of building 
work, including more than 900 houses. 


p. 356 






THE BAILEY COMMITTEE REPORT 


THE building industry have no doubt been awaiting with 

keen interest the findings of the Committee on the 
Quicker Completion of House Interiors (the Bailey 
Committee) set up by the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government and the Secretary of State for Scotland 
“To consider and report on what action can be taken 
to increase speed and efficiency in the construction of 
house interiors.” The terms of reference are simple and 
straightforward, and though the Report brings out few points 
which have not been made before, the fact that they have been 
stated once again by a Select Committee will, no doubt, give 
the points much greater emphasis. 

Sir Donald Bailey’s committee have appreciated from the 
outset that in practice the interior and exterior cannot be 
considered in isolation, and state that some of their recom- 
mendations concern the whole of the house. It is interesting 
to note that if three months are required to build the exterior, 
it takes a further six months to complete the interior although 
it requires only about one-third of the manhours of the whole 
house ; also that the number of manhours taken for the 
completion of the whole house can vary from 1,565 to 4,645 
which, as they state, is an astonishing variation. This, they 
say, is accounted for mainly by different degrees of efficiency 
in organisation. 

Non-traditional houses in the Committee’s view give 
quicker building and demand less manpower on the site, 
but generally they are only new methods of building the shell 
and few houses of this type save anything on the interior. 

The Committee’s conclusions fall under three headings :— 
(1) Simplification of design ; (2) Choice of materials ; and 
(3) Improvement of organisation—and they believe that what 
they have to say on the first can make an immediate con- 
tribution to increased speed and efficiency. 

Under the heading of design they ask for :—{1) More use 
of British Standard Components ; (2) More attention to 
detail of design ; (3) Speedy examination of modular co- 
ordination ; and (4) Simplification—limiting the variety of 
types. Sketch plans have been prepared based on “‘ Houses, 
1952,” but using a preferred dimension. This they have fixed 
at 3 ft. Great stress is laid on these plans, and the authors 
of the Report state that if a group of neighbouring authorities 
decided to adopt the same selection of plans, the resulting 
gains in speed and efficiency of delivery and assembly and in 
costs might well astonish them. They add that it is essen- 
tial that architects skilled in housing and in layout should be 
employed to deal with the design comprehensively. They 
say: ‘ We attach the greatest importance to the grouping 
and layout in which the selected interior plans are to be used. 
Unless the aesthetic requirement is understood and met, 
success will be jeopardised at the outset.” 

In appendix C a very useful comparison is given of various 
alternative materials in use at the present time, with manhours 
and cost ratio. Emphasis is placed on the use of prefabricated 
components, but it is difficult to discover what these com- 
ponents are; the Committee go so far as to suggest that in 
areas where a large number of houses has to be built—for 
example a large city or new town—it might justify the siting 
of a factory to provide components near by. _ 

Much has already been written on organisation, and this 
is again stressed in the Report and has been divided between 
the building owner, the architect, and the contractor. Building 
owners should formulate their housing programme several 
years ahead and acquire the sites in good time so that proper 
access is given and services laid before the contractor is ready 
to start. Programming would be greatly assisted if economic 
arrangements could be made with Electricity Boards for power 
to be laid on at an early stage. Continuity of work and 
optimum size of contract are considered important. Contracts 
should be let for as large a number of houses as possible. 
Tenders for large contracts should be invited from selected 
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contractors of proved reliability. The policy of negotiated 
continuation contracts has much to commend it. The 
RIBA contract or other accepted form should be used without 
major variations. One important point emphasised is that 
payments should be made at agreed stages of erection rather 
than on site measurement. This is a reversion to a prewar 
method. The local authority, after considering weekly cost to 
tenant, should give a specific cost to the architect within 
which to provide the requisite accommodation to the standards 
laid down. 

The architect’s contribution is to have complete detailed 
drawings and instructions ready before builders start work. 
When site work is sufficiently advanced, meetings with the 
contractor should be held to investigate ways by which cost 
can be reduced and speed increased without impairing standard 
and efficiency. Alternative materials should be considered 
when shortages occur. Provisional items and P.C. sums 
should be reduced to a minimum to avoid the nomination of 
sub-contractors as much as possible. 

The contractor on his part should order materials well in 
advance ; carefully plan his labour; and prepare a detailed 
programme of phased labour indicating sequence of opera- 
tions, size of gangs and target times. Effective supervision 
is an insurance to the contractor. Both sides of the industry 
should get together to agree a basis for a national bonus 
scheme. Provision of reasonable comfort for the operatives, it is 
pointedout, costs the contractor very little but develops a spirit 
of goodwill which will help to keep his labour force together. 

These are a brief outline of the main recommendations but 
no action is suggested to see that these are brought about. 

The memorandum of the RIBA and that of the RICS, 
both prepared in considerable detail and by persons of pro- 
found experience, have been given in full at the end of the 
report. The architects called for more flexibility in room 
sizes to simplify planning but were not in favour of regiment- 
ing house design. The surveyors rather weighed the balance 
in favour of uniformity at the present time. 

There are many important points in both these memoranda 








CITY SCHEME. A model showing the proposed block of 

buildings to be erected to the east of St. Paul’s Cathedral between 

Cheapside (left) and Watling-street. The buildings will be occupied 

by the Bank of England and by tenants of shops, licensed premises, 

and offices. The architect to the Bank of England is Mr. Victor 
Heal, FRIBA. 
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which are worthy of consideration ; many have been touched 
on in the Report, but there are others which also have a 
distinct bearing on the subject. Both these documents 
might well be*read in conjunction with the Bailey Report. 
Although this Report may no doubt be considered disap- 
pointing as it appears to contribute very little new towards 
increased speed and efficiency, it will help to remind us that a 
united effort is required if house construction is to be accelerated. 


REVIEW OF CONTRACT PROCEDURE 


THE fact that, since the Minister of Works invited Mr. 

Howard Robertson, the President of the RIBA, to set 
up a Committee to review contract placing procedure, some 
eleven weeks have elapsed without an announcement that the 
composition has been settled and that the committee is at 
work, has drawn a good deal of unfavourable comment, not 
all from within the industry. 

An announcement in the Press last week to the effect that 
the Association of Municipal Corporations has refused an 
invitation to be represented on the Committee provides a part 
answer to criticism of delay, while uncertainty as to the future 
of the inquiry into its methods requested by the London 
Builders’ Conference has also had its effect. Mr. Eccles’ 
recent statement that he is conferring with the President of the 
Board of Trade as to the possibility of referring the Conference 
matter to the Monopolies Commission must be taken as 
meaning that the Committee will not now be saddled with 
that particular review, though it would presumably be not 
debarred from considering and reporting upon the Conference 
as one method of securing a fair price for building work. 

That the Association of Municipal Corporations has thought 
it proper not to join in Mr. Robertson’s Committee is regret- 
table but not disastrous. County and local authorities, as the 
biggest employers of the building industry, so greatly stand to 
benefit from improved methods of placing and managing 
contracts that they cannot be indifferent to any recommenda- 
tions which the Committee may make, and we believe it 
safe to assume that the survey has their-support and that 
practical suggestions, if made, will be welcomed. 

The decks are now clear for the RIBA, the RICS and the 
National Federation to act on a purely industrial basis, and 
a speedy announcement that the Committee is at work will 
do much to allay disquietude. It is understood that the 
Committee will consider at an early stage the matter of 
inviting other bodies associated with the industry to join in 
the deliberations. Government building departments, while 
keenly interested, will not be represented on the Committee, 
though they may give evidence. The members, under Mr. 
Robertson, have an important dual responsibility to discharge, 


. first, to the public by finding or devising, if possible, methods 


of securing that building owners get value for their moncy 
(methods, moreover, which they can readily understand) ; 
second, to the industry, to see that it gets a fair deal. Upon 
the objectivity of the Committee’s report must depend, in 
large measure, the rehabilitation of the industry’s good name, 
in recent months quite unfairly besmirched. : 

The review of the London Builders’ Conference remains 
an outstanding issue. It hardly seems profitable further to 
express regret that its advisers are unwilling to consent to 
examination by the industry itself, the more especially as Mr. 
Robertson’s Committee can now concentrate on what was 
always the major reason for its being—the review of contract 
procedure. What is important is that the Conference method 
be expertly and quickly investigated, either by the Monopolies 
Commission or by an ad hoc tribunal of legal and industrial 
character. A situation where the Ministry of Works (as 
reported last week In Parliament) in the past eighteen months 
has placed over 160 contracts with firms which have refused 
to sign the form of declaration which would offer a guarantee 
that they do not subscribe to Conference methods, is confusing 
to public and industry alike. 
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NOTES & NEWS 


PROGRESS AT COVENTRY 


d keer. latest revisions to his design for 

Coventry Cathedral, now arriving at 
finality, were described by Mr. Basil 
Spence, ARSA, FRIBA, to a large and 
appreciative audience in the splendid 
banqueting room of the Royal Pavilion 
at Brighton on February 19. The meeting 
was called under the joint auspices of the 
Brighton chapter of the S.E. Society of 
Architects, the Regency Society of 
Brighton and Hove, and the Brighton 
Arts Club. 

Mr. Spence had little difficulty in 
convincing his audience that the great 
medieval and Renaissance cathedrals were, 
at the time they were built, as new in 
architectural treatment as Coventry 
Cathedral is today, and this he illustrated 
with slides of Peterborough, Ely and 
Gloucester Cathedrals, together with some 
Continental examples showing outstanding 
departures from tradition at the time of 


building. 
With the aid of slides of his own 
perspective drawings, he traced the 


development of his design of the cathedral 
from the original competition drawings. 
Though the original plan was virtually 
intact, almost every part had now been 
revised by further study on his part, 


including the windows, roof and vaulting 


and the entrance porch and its glazed 
screen. Mr. Spence had only just com- 


‘ pleted a revised positioning of the high 


altar and rood screen in relation to 
Mr. Graham Sutherland’s great tapestry 
of Christ in Glory, which will now be 
moved 50 ft. away from the altar towards 
the liturgical east. 

Quarrying of the sandstone for the 
walls has begun and a start has therefore 
been made. Mr. Spence is to visit 
Canada and USA in the autumn, where he 
will carry out a two-month lecture tour 
on behalf of the Cathedral Reconstruction 
Committee. 


ARCHITECTS AT GATESHEAD 


: THE PROTEST of the architectural staff of 

Gateshead Borough Council against the 
Proposed amalgamation of the Chief 
Architect’s and the Borough Surveyor’s 
departments under the Surveyor’s control 
(our issue of January 16) has met with 
small encouragement from the Council’s 
Finance and Parliamentary Committee, 
which has refused, on a majority vote, to 
see _a delegation from the Northern 
Architectural Association. According to a 
Press _Teport the chairman of the 
Committee commented: “I’m just get- 
ting tired of these letters coming in.” 
The letters referred to were from the 
architectural staff, the RIBA, the City and 
Borough Architects’ Association, the ABT 
and the Northern AA. 

This matter vgll be submitted to the 
Council meeting on March 4, when it is 
hoped that more courteous as well as 
more wise counsels may prevail. To 
place an architect’s department under any 
other direction is now generally recognised 
a8 a retrograde step, and it will be hoped 
that Gateshead, as a borough which has 
farned the name of a progressive munici- 
Pality, will do justice to itself by placing 
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the control of its architectural work where 
it belongs—under its Architect. 


A POPULAR EXHIBITION 


“HOME AND SURROUNDINGS,” the first 
of the series of travelling exhibitions to be 
arranged by the RIBA-under the general 
title of “ The Architect and You,” has 
got away to a good start. At the time it 
was opened by Mr. Harold Macmillan, 
Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment, on February 18, some 50 applica- 
tions had been received from centres in 
all parts of Britain for the exhibition to 
visit them, and it was clear that if the 
requests were to be met within a reason- 
able period the exhibition would have to 
be duplicated, a task which is now being 
undertaken. Unpretentious in its scale and 
presentation, the exhibition, which illus- 
trates the architect’s contribution to the 
solution of the housing problem, should 
be at home in any public hall or room 
with a minimum of all-round lighting; 
and will almost certainly be seen on 
its tours by far more people than a 
more elaborate but static exhibition. 


The Government’s desire to get to 
grips with the slum clearance problem 
was reiterated by Mr. MAcMILLAN at 
the opening ceremony. He. said that 
now there was a certain easing of the 
housing situation it should be possible for 
authorities to look inwards and rebuild 


- 








COMING EVENTS 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28 

BuitptnG CENTRE.—Exhibition entitled ‘“ Britain 
Builds for Education.” Building Centre, Store-street, 
WCl1. (Daily, 9.30 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Saturdays, 9.30 
a.m. to 1 p.m.). Continuing open until March 28. 

INCORPORATED BRITISH INSTITUTE OF CERTIFIED 
CARPENTERS.—Annual dinner and dance. Windsor 
Castle Restaurant, Victoria. 6 p.m. 


MONDAY, MARCH 2 


Roya. Society oF Arts.—“ Safety Factor in Con- 
struction,’ by Professor F. C. Thompson. R.S.A., 
John Adam-street, Adelphi, WC2. 6 p.m. 

RICS.—“ Responsibility for Structural Reports,” 
by Mr. Guy Briscoe, FRICS. 12, Great George- 
street, SW1. 5.30 | om : 

CounciL FoR VisuaL EpucaTION.—Opening of 
Exhibition of CVE School Exhibitions on Architecture 
and Design. County Hall, Westminster Bridge, SE1. 
Daily, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. ; Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. 
Continuing open until March 14, ee 

L.C.C. Brixton ScHooL OF BUuILDING.—Exhibi- 
tion of students’ work. School of Building, Ferndale- 
road, SW4. Daily, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. until March 6. 

TUESDAY, MARCH 38 

RIBA—“ The Future of the Past: Some Thoughts 
on Preservation,”’ by Mr. Osbert Lancaster, hon. 
ARIBA. 66, Portland-place, W1. 6 p.m. 

RICS—Annual dinner. Grosvenor House, W1. 


TIOUSING CENTRE.—‘ A Master Plan for Si ‘ 
by Sir George Pepler, CB, P-PTPI. 13, Suffolk-street, 
Flseanioet: SW1. 1,15 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4° 

MopvuLar Socrery.—General discussion meeting. 
Royal Society of Arts, John Adam-street, Adelphi, 
wee. ad iGen BENEVOLENT INSTITUTION 

ARTIsTs’ GENERAL 2 — 
AGM. Royal Academy of Arts, Burlington House, 
Piccadilly, W1. 3 ome a 

BRITISH Woop PRESERVING SocieTy.—Brains trust 
on wood preservation. 66, Portland-place, W1. 7 p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF HEATING AND VENTILATING ENGIN- 
EERS.—AGM and presidential address. Institution of 
Mechanical Engineers, Storey’s Gate, SWI. 6 p.m. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 5 


Town PLANNING INSTITUTE.—Annual dinner. Dor- 


otel, London, W1. 7.30 p.m. 
—-> AND COUNTRY PLANNING ASSOCIATION 


STUDENT PLANNING GrouP).—“ Role of the Sociologist 
§ Planning,” by Dr. Coolie Verner, MA. 28, King- 


“2. 6,30 p.m. 
— ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS.—‘* Design 


S. D. Whetman, A 
IEE, Savoy-place, WC2. 5.30 p.m, 
FRIDAY, MARCH 6 


ITUTE OF Hovsinc.—“ Housi 


INST H in Woolwich,” 
by Mr. A. V. Walker. County Hall, SE1. 


7 p.m. 


ie 
T 
5 


so 
core. He estimated that there 
at least two million houses in the country 
not fit to live in and many areas that 
must be rebuilt. 


TRAINING ARCHITECTS 


express their appreciation of the help they 
have received from so many sources 

for the trouble that has been taken in 
submitting evidence, and regret that they 
are not able to consider any further 
evidence, since to do so might unduly 
delay the preparation of a report which 
the Committee are anxious to issue as 
soon as possible. 


RA SUMMER EXHIBITION 


THe Royat Acapemy has announced 
dates for receiving works for this year’s 
Summer Exhibition, as follows: Archi- 
tectural drawings, water colours, pastels, 
miniatures, black-and-white drawings, 
colour prints and engravings, Friday, 
March 20; oil paintings, Saturday, 
March 21 and Monday, March 23; 
sculpture, Tuesday, March 24. Hours 
for the reception of works are 8 a.m. to 
7 p.m., except Saturday, March 21, when 
they are from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

It is emphasised that not more than 
three works may be sent by any one artist. 
No work will in any circumstances be 
received before or after the specified 
dates, and all works must be delivered 
(unpacked) at the Burlington Gardens 
entrance. Labels and forms can now be 
obtained from the Academy, applications 
to be addressed to “The Secretary, 


Royal Academy of Arts, Piccadilly, W1.” 


The exhibition opens on Saturday, 
May 2, and closes on Sunday, August 16. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Mr. R. > Baa AMICE, na oie consultant 
in housing estate development, coramenced 
ice on his own account at 6, Stanley Park-road, 


and are Mr. F. HorsFat, FIQS, ALAS. 
Mr. Victor R. is now in practice 
ish Hill, (Tel. 


7 
Park 3198), be any will be glad to receive 


, etc. 
Mr. W. G. Nrixey, FRICS, has taken into partnership 
Mr. S. F. Jorpan, ARICS, who has been with him as 


. The practice 
ill continue under the style of Nixey and jordan, 
Charles-street, Bath. 


at 10, W 
Hampden 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1853 


Saturday, February 26, 1853 
Cuurcu-Heatinc sy Gas.—At Berlin, 

a successful experiment, it is reported, 
has just been made to heat the newly- 
built St. Philip’s Church by gas. The 
building contains 90,000 cubic feet of 
air, and a consumption of only 700 cubic 
feet of gas is said to have sufficed to raise 
the temperature 22 degrees Fahrenheit for 
the whole duration of divine service. 
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Building and Productivity 


EFFECT ON BUILDING COSTS OF 
DECLINE IN PRODUCTIVITY 


t beer’ Builder Cost of Building Chart 
(prepared by Mr. H. J. Venning, 
FRICS, and “published in our issue 
of January 9) has, by permission, been 
used as a basis for an attempt to show the 
increase in building cost caused by 
decline in productivity. Im his calcula- 
tions, the author, Mr. G. Honeybell, 
ARICS, shows the constituent parts— 
i.e., materials, labour, overheads, etc.— 
as a proportion of the whole cost. 


The following values—materials, 55 per 
cent.; labour, 40 per cent.; overheads, 
5 per cent.—were taken as reasonable 
average for 1939. The lines on the graph 
are thus working from the bottom upwards. 


(1) Labour ; . datum 40 in 1939 
(2) Materials v3 ane ast. Ce 
(3) Labourand materials.. ,, 95  ,, 
(4) Labour and materials, 

plus allowances, etc. 

(see later note for 

details) ye a Pee. aaa 
(5) Cost of building pie eee 


1939 +0 +! 42 45 
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The builder has little control over the 
cost of labour and materials, so interest 
naturally centres around the gap between 
lines 3 and 5. The obvious qu®€stions 
are: Has this gap grown unduly large 
and has “ full employment” of builder 
as well as man caused inefficiency ? 


To try and make these questions 
easier to assess, line 4 has been inserted. 
This line shows the cost of labour and 
materials plus a percentage on the labour 
for decline in productivity (up to 45 
per cent.) and for increases in travelling 
and subsistence, tool, dirty and _ risk 
money, excess rates, etc. (5 per cent.). 
Such a percentage cannot be a constant ; 
it varies from builder to builder and from 
job to job. The percentage added varies ; 
rising gradually during the war to 30 per 
cent., steeply in 1945 to 50 per cent., and 
then as follows : 


Per cent. 
1946 - ae ea 50 
1947 an et: ue 50 
1948 ‘3 an ss 45 
1949 ia i .+ 40-35 
1950 ee i it 33 
1951 is ag ..  30—48 
1952 ei “ ..  48—40 


+4 45 46 47 46 





February 27 1953 


These percentages vary slightly from 
those published in the Girdwood Reports 
inasmuch as the improvement in produc- 
tion comes rather later and is continued 
into early 1951, but it is interesting to 
note that in the Second Girdwood Report 
(page 25) there is a footnote which says, 
“The apparent rise in productivity ”’ in 
1950 “would seem to be mainly attri- 
butable to increases in productivity for 
work other than new housing.” 

It will be noticed that there appears to 
be a time lag between the change in the 
cost of the component parts and the cost 
of building. This is probably due to 
several factors, including stocks in hand, 
fluctuation clauses, etc., and also a 
tendency for estimators to relate each 
tender to the previous one. 


In considering the cost of overheads, 
etc., it must be borne in mind that there 
has been a large increase in the clerical 
work due to PAYE, incentive schemes and 
licence applications, and also other extra 





* This issue is out of print, but the chart has been 
reproduced on stiff card, and is available from the 
Publisher, The Builder, 4, Catherine-street, WC2, 
price 6d. net; 3d. should be added for postage on any 
number of copies up to 12, after which they will be 
sent post free.—Eb. 
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costs such as increased capital in relation 
to work executed, better welfare provi- 
sions, more expensive plant repairs, etc. 

The three short vertical lines above 
Line 5 indicate the extra cost at those 
three dates if the work was executed in 
accordance with the National Schedule 
of Daywork Charges, and it is interesting 
to note that this appears to differ from the 
cost of building by a fairly constant 
percentage. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


PLANNING BUILDINGS IN DETAIL 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I have read Mr. Gerald Hill’s 
remarks (your last issue, page 318) 
on the importance of having building 
jobs planned in detail before work begins 
on the site. Mr. Hill seems to be of 
the same opinion as several other builders. 
Why do they not read their contracts ? 
The RIBA form clearly states what the 
architect should supply. 

The contract is between the employer 
and the builder, and they are both entitled 
to take action under it. 

It should, however, be remembered 
that over recent years jobs when planned 
sometimes have to be altered owing to 
shortage of materials, to planning and 
other items beyond the control of client, 
architect and builder. 

W. Lesuize Jones [LRIBA]. 


21, High-street, Great Missenden. 


INCREASING BRICK PRODUCTION 
To the Editor of The Builder 
GIR,— During the last year brick pro- 

duction has risen by roughly 
100,000,000 bricks, some 400,000 tons, 
and has almost reached the pre-war 
output in spite of the shortage of labour, 
fuel, etc. The demand for bricks is 
definitely greater than the supply as is 
shown by the fact that we have to import 
bricks from Belgium. 
_ If relief from taxation will give an incen- 
tive to production, it can be done, I 
suggest, without any drop in the nation’s 
revenue. The manufacturers have 
reached their ceiling of production and to 
produce still more some incentive must be 
given. I think they would be willing to 
pay the present tax on the profits of the 
present level of production. 

My suggestion is that the tax on all 
Profits above the present ceiling could 
and should be reduced by half. This 
would give an incentive to higher pro- 
duction. The men could be given an 
incentive from the relief, and instead of 
spending our money abroad it would be 
spent here and the nation’s income 
would be increased by taxes collected. 


F. Turner [General Foreman]. 
358, Hurcott-road, Kidderminster. 


NOISE IN HOSPITALS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—The letter by “Layman” in 
your issue of February 13 raises a 

far wider issue than that of noise in 
hospitals. When one is ill, particularly, 


the least noise is extremely disturbing, 
and | can fully sympathise with “Layman’”’ 
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on his additional suffering caused by the 
unnecessary noise. 

‘The fact is that in this country we are 
still not properly “ noise-conscious,” and 
we tolerate far more noise than is good for 
us. In the United States, on the other 
hand, people are becoming very “ noise 
conscious,’ and the acoustical treatment 
of such public buildings as hospitals, 
offices, etc., is starting to become the rule 
rather than the exception. 

While it is often not easy to deal with 
existing buildings, particularly as regards 
sound insulation, a great deal of useful 
work can be done in the correct applica- 
tion of sound absorbents to ceilings, 
and where necessary, to walls. As 
“‘ Layman ”’ says, hospital corridors with 
their ceilings and walls of hard plaster 
catry the sound everywhere. There is 
no excuse for this, as at least this fault 
can be eliminated by suitable acoustical 
treatment. 

Sound insulation, on the other hand, is 
not so simple, and usually requires to be 
dealt with in the planning stage, where the 
noisy areas can be reasonably separated 
from the quiet areas. This requires the 
closest co-operation between the architect 
and client, as in many cases the sound 
insulation considerations may require a 
complete alteration of the plan which the 
client had in mind. 

In the case of existing buildings, 
unfortunately, it is often far from easy, 
owing to the methods of construction, 
as for example wood joist floors and party 
walls. I -have been compelled on many 
occasions to advise a client that his sound 
insulation problem is not capable of: an 
economic solution. 

In conclusion, I hope that “Layman’s” 
letter will be the start of making more 
laymen less ready to tolerate noise, and so 
create a demand that something should 
be done about the noise problem, not only 
in hospitals but elsewhere. 


Joun McLaren [BSc., AMICE]. 


20, Dudley-road, 
Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 


A CONTRACT POINT 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Mr. H. E. Campbell’s letter (your 
last issue) raises some interesting 
points, and partidularly the position of a 
clerk of works as described in paragraph 8 


of the RIBA Form of Agreement and 


Schedule of Conditions for building 
contracts—i.e., ‘‘ The employer shall be 
entitled to appoint a clerk of works whose 
duty shall be to act solely as inspector on 
behalf of the employer. under the directions 
of the architect, and the contractor shall 
afford every facility for the performance 
of that duty.” 

Obviously an inspector is one who 
inspects: but the qualification is not 
defined either as to what he is empowered 
to do or not to do. In fact, the definition 
is so obscure that one cannot define ‘it; 
that is why in Mr. Campbell’s view 
(which I share) the clerk of works’ 
instructions can be of doubtful legality. 

It should also be noted “ ‘The employer 
shall be entitled to appoint,” etc. ; this 
also implies that the salary is paid by him. 
If one supposes that the employer does 
not agree with the architect on some 








“I shan’t be sorry when 

they rebuild the City. 

We've been leading a very 
makeshift existence !”’ 











matter, is the employer empowered to 
ask the clerk of works to convey his 
instructions, and what is the position of 
the contractor? I suggest, Sir, that 
paragraph 8 is archaic, and I would 
suggest that the following clause would be 
more applicable : 

“The clerk of works is the representa- 
tive of the owner or agent of the owner on 
building and engineering works to super- 
vise the correct interpretation of the 
drawings and specifications, and to ensure 
to the owner the good quality of the work 
and materials.” 

One could, of course, discuss the 
knowledge and abilities required of a 
man compatible with such an office. 

G. W. Harris [Hon. FICW]. 

43, Leopold-road, NW. 


HOLIDAYS WITH PAY 


To the Editor of The Builder 
IR,—I quite agree with Mr. John S. 
Briers’ letter (your issue February 13) 
regarding the burden placed on builders 
by the additional week’s holiday with 
pay. This holiday with pay in the 
building industry should never have been 
introduced into the industry. If an 
employee wants a holiday he should 
provide for that holiday out of his wages 
by putting so much away each week for it, 
not just frittering his money away. I 
know from my experience of nearly 50 
years in the building trade (and I have been 
a workman myself) that the more advan- 
tages the workers get the less they do for it. 
The employee must be brought to 
realise that he goes to work to earn his 
living and not for his employer’s benefit. 
If the employee could live without going 
to work, he would never go to work at all, 
so why all this fuss about the employer’s 
profit? Industry is getting so spoon-fed 
to-day that we shall soon see couches and 
settees on the jobs. We are getting the 
employee to that pitch where he thinks 
we cannot do without him, and every whim 
of his must be attended to without delay. 
No, without any doubt give me the 
1910-1911 days, when an employee had 
to be im or out, and look after his own 
holiday. RicHARD WHITEHEAD. 
Don Stone Works, Sheffield 6. 


(Correspondence continued on page 345.) 
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Coronation Route Preparations 
THE MINISTRY OF WORKS’ SCHEME 


AS ““C-Day”’ approaches, great public 

interest is being shown in the succes- 
sive schemes for furnishing and decora- 
ting the processional route, and the 
“ setting ’’’ for the Coronation ceremony. 

This is a very good sign, in a number of 
ways. The Festival of Britain gave our 
architects and designers a needed oppor- 
tunity publicly to try their hands at display 
and exhibition mounting—a specialisation 
bearing roughly the same relation to 
architecture “proper” as, say, poster 
design to easel painting. With the Corona- 
tion, the problem is that of the pageant- 
master and the designer of theatrical 
decor. ‘Though history shows how well 
the architect can adapt himself to this 
more evanescent and fantastic technique, 
from the Italian renaissance masters to 
our own Inigo Jones, occasions to prove 
it are to-day rare. 

That the public should be both inter- 
ested and critical is entirely healthy. 
‘There is still too much popular ignorance 
about what the architect does, and why, 
and how, and such public occasions as 
the Festival and the Coronation are an un- 
doubted eye-opener and an indication of 
design trends which will influence the 
more hum-drum  bread-and-butter of 
building. 

There seems at times a danger that the 
public may misconceive these quite separ- 
ate studies—the design of exhibitions or 
pageantry—as having some piecemeal 
application to domestic or other per- 
manent buildings, though few intelligent 
stockbrokers will opt for a by-pass villa 
modelled on the Dome of Discovery, 
or their wives for a gown copied from a 
Peeress’s robes. But no harm can be 
done if it is emphasised that an honest 


and contemporary ap- 
proach to any design 
problem is not unlike- 
ly to produce results 
at least superficially 
“out of the same 
stable’’ as those seen 
at the South Bank 
or in some of the con- 
fections decorating 
the Coronation route, 
provided that ap- 
proach is explained 
as a matter of logical 
thought as well as 
artistic invention. 


IMAGINATIVE 
HANDLING 


The latest scheme 
to be made public 
is that of the Min- 
istry of Works, to the 
designs of their 
Architects’ Depart- 
ment under Mr. Eric 
Bedford, ARIBA. In- 
troducing them to 
the Press at Church 
House, Westminster, 
last week, the Min- 
ister of Works, in a 
warm and _iively 
speech, took his audi- 
ence on a conducted 
tour of the route for 
June 2, which showed 
the competence and 
imagination with 
which the many pro- 
blems associated with 
the topographical and 
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Looking down the Mall, with Admiralty Arch in fore- 
ground. The view shows the four triumphal arches. 





A general view of the model of the Coronation route from the Palace to the Abbey. 
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symbolic “ heart”’ of the ceremony have 
been tackled. 


There is an important difference be- 
tween this scheme and those previously 
published relating more to the aspects 
of “ dress ” and decoration. Mr. Bedford’s 
task is tougher, comprising for instance 
the provision of the covered and open 
seating and the Annexe to the Abbey. 
This is getting down to brass tacks, and 
involves structural problems and those of 
circulation and accessibility, to name only 
two. It would be quite unfair therefore 
to judge visual results purely as decora- 
tion, and, as in all architectural projects, 
enforced compromises and concessions at 
which we can only guess will have con- 
ditioned the design. 


PITFALLS OF COMPARISONS 


This obvious point is made in all fairness 
forthe following reason:Casson’s 
scheme for Westminster set a 
cracking pace and got away to 
an early start. It must be con- 
fessed that the inevitable com- 
parisons which will be drawn 
between his and subsequent 
schemes may, if judged purely 
as decoration, leave a slight 
feeling of anti-climax, and when 
the first delighted surprise is 
succeeded by sobering thoughts 
about ways and means, probably 
similar modifications will by 
now have been called for in 
the Westminster scheme. 


The “‘ Bedford ” scheme, on 
the other hand is, as Mr. 
Eccles said, a Progress Report, 
No. 3, and is far from the 
esquisse phase as well as being 
the product of a different sort 
of team. Casson’s and 
Bedford’s might perhaps be 
compared to an international 
Rugby (Union) side and a 
professional (League) team— 
not to suggest any “‘ amateur- 
ishness ”’ in the amateur status 
of the former and certainly no 
discredit to the latter, but, 
simply, that the first combines, 
for an isolated occasion, intense 
individualists in spite of their 
individualism, while the latter 
must take things habitually in 
its stride, and does not have 
fireworks or tours de force 
expected of it. Since it is this 
that probably once accounted 
for the more stodgy and safe 
approach of much official archi- 
tecture, it is more to the credit 
of the Bedford side that there is 
so little stodginess about the 
scheme under review. In fact, 
it is no longer necessary to pull 
punches about official architec- 
ture, and since the chimps’ tea 
Party attitude (“‘ it’s wonderful 
that they can train them to do 
it at all, let alone well! ”’) is 
quite unnecessary, the critic is 
paying a compliment in being 
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PERSONAL PREFERENCES 


But there is an element of personal 
preference ‘in all criticism, and in regard, 
for example, to the much-debated Annexe, 
I myself am among those to whom a 
tented structure has always seemed the 
best temporary adjunct to a Gothic build- 
ing—*‘ the Field of the Cloth of Gold” 
has been much quoted. 

Though Mr. Eccles gave at least three 
good reasons why a canvas marquee was 
out of the question, I feel unconvinced, 
perhaps because neither “ canvas” nor 
““marquee”’ need have been literally 
interpreted, but rather the sort of shapes 
and treatment they suggest, as was to some 
extent achieved at Battersea. While 
about it, I also wish I could feel more 
enthusiastic about Mr. James Woodford’s 
“ Beasts,” if only because he is so obviously 
enjoying them, and so many others will. 





They do seem to me to fall rather between 
the two stools of convention and invention, 
and the result is a bit Disney-ish, for my 
money. But they will surely delight the 
children, who after all have infinite 
priority over sour old critics on this of 
all occasions ! 


The hard core of the exhibition, illus- 
trating Mr. Eccles’ speech, was a model 
made by the architectural staff. This 
evident labour of love is invaluable as 
putting loved and familiar buildings 
into relationship and perspective at a 
glance, and it will be a tragedy if it is dis- 
mantled and lost when its immediate 
“‘ documentary ”’ purpose is served. The 
popular high-spot, judged by the photo- 
graphs in the dailies, will be the inter- 
secting arches over the Mall, four in 
number, of tubular steel filled in with a 
lacey cane filigree and surmounted by 





critical. A view of the model showing the Parliament-square stands to be used by C' ommonwealth representatives. 
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the Lion and Unicorn in duplicate— 
again by Mr. Woodford—here, I feel, in a 
happier medium. The lighted model, 
and a coloured sketch, were incidentally a 
splendid presentation of an effect most 
difficult to convey. 


COMPETENT HANDLING 


For the rest, the scheme is consistently 
competent and scholarly, even if brilliant 
flashes are few. The individual Whitehall 
buildings are subjected to a coherent but 
not standardised treatment of bunting, 
pelmets and window drapes. It is per- 
haps most successful on the Horseguards, 
which must support spectators’ boxes. 
This is unequivocally red and yellow— 
no nonsense about “old gold”’ or vieux 
rose. But that, and the Banqueting Hall, 
are treasures that hardly need embellish- 
ment, and decoration is wisely restricted 
to touches of “ architectonic’’ colour. 

Further detailed description here is 
impracticable. Flags will flaunt bravely 
everywhere. Much attention has been 
paid to massed flowers, and it is good to 
learn that the essential Mrs. Constance 
Spry’s expertise has been enlisted. 
Welcome evidence of international interest 
is the Mayor of San Remo’s offer of 
flowers to augment home-grown supplies. 

To say (without the slightest intention of 
patronising) that the Ministry of Works’ 
scheme is so much better than might have 
been expected is simply to indicate that 
we still tend to be surprised at the high 
level of “‘ official ’’ design. This is another 
consolidated step towards narrowing the 
gap between leadership and pace-following 
in a specialised field. 

Mr. Eccles’ own summary can hardly 
be bettered—that the charm of the 
Coronation is that you don’t have to 
pretend about the unicorns, golden coaches 
aud Fairy Queens that the child in each 
of us secretly believes in—they will be 
here, and they’re real, and they’re ours. 
The Ministry of Works is playing its 
part in ensuring that the world will see 
them to best advantage—and envy our 
possession of them. 

Basi MARRIOTT. 





NEW APPOINTMENT 


Mr. E. M. Davies, ARIBA, AMTPI, 
deputy county architect for the East Rid- 
ing of Yorkshire, has been appointed 
deputy county architect for Warwick- 
shire. There were 143 applicants for 
the post. 


MOCK ARBITRATION 


IN RESPONSE to many requests the 
Royal Institute of British Architects is to 
hold a mock arbitration on March 27. 
It is expected that a large number of 
members and students will wish to attend 
and admission will, therefore, be by 
ticket only. Applications for tickets 
should be made to the Secretary at 
66, Portland-place, Wi, and envelopes 
should be marked “‘ Mock Arbitration ”’ 
in the top left hand corner. 

Until March 20 tickets will be reserved 
for members and students of the Institute 
and will be issued in order of application. 
After this date the remaining tickets will 
be available for others who may wish to 
apply for them. 
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BUILDING CONTRACT 
PROCEDURE 


Association of Municipal Corporations 
not to take part in Review 


T= Association of Municipal Corpora- 

tions decided last week not to take 
part in the proposed RIBA review of 
building contract procedure. It was 
suggested that if the matters were worthy 
of consideration, the Government itself 
should undertake an investigation by 
means of a Departmental Committee or 
similar independent body. 

Approach to the Association to nominate 
two representatives to the inquiry com- 
mittee had been made by Mr. Howard 
Robertson, President of the RIBA, who 
pointed out that the benefit of advice 
from local authority associations would 
be essential from the outset, so far as the 
committee’s deliberations were concerned. 

A proposal of the Association’s General 
Purposes Committee to abstain from the 
RIBA inquiry was confirmed without 
debate at its Council meeting on 
February 19. 





A representative of the RIBA told 
The Builder that the inquiry would now 
go forward “on a domestic basis ’’—the 
committee being basically composed of 
representatives of the RIBA, the RICS 
and the National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers. A decision on other 
bodies to be invited to join the committee 
of review would be taken at an early 
meeting, and this would be in three or 
four weeks. It was hoped that the 
committee would report by June. 

The suggestion of Mr, Eccles, Minister 
of Works, that “‘ the time has come for 
the industry itself, under the leadership 
of the architects, to take more active steps 
to reduce costs and review contracting 
arrangements ’’ was accepted by Mr. 
Howard Robertson on December 9. 





SCOTTISH HONOUR 


TuE Royal Scottish Academy, meeting 
at Edinburgh on February 11, elected to 
the rank of academician Mr. A. Graham 
Henderson, ARSA, ;P-PRIBA, who ,was 
an associate architect of the academy. 


THE MODULAR SOCIETY 


THE newly formed Modular Society 
has announced a series of three open 
meetings for general discussion on modular 
co-ordination to be held at the Royal 
Society of Arts, John Adam-street, 
Adelphi, London, WC2. 

The first of the meetings, to be held at 
7.30 p.m. on Wednesday, March 4, will 
be introduced by Messrs. W. A. Balmain, 
D. Fraser, S. A. W. Johnson-Marshall, 
ARIBA (Chief Architect Ministry of 
Education), and F. J. Samuely, AMICE. 
Mr. Alfred C. Bossom, MP, FRIBA, 
will be in the chair. The other two 
meetings in the series will be held at 
the same time and place on April 9 and 
May 7 respectively. 

At this formative stage of the Modular 
Society, the meetings will be freely open 
to the public, and all who are interested 
are invited to take part in the discussion. 
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COMPETITION NEWS 
Small House for the “‘ News Chronicle ” 


‘TH News Chronicle invites registered 

architects, resident in Great Britain, 
to submit in competition designs for one- 
and two-storey dwelling houses of 
800 sq. ft. to a maximum of 1,000 sq. ft. 
of floor space within the main containing 
walls. 

The competition forms ait of a News 
Chronicle project to design and build a 
house for a reader, which has been 
prompted by the Government’s recent 
decision to free houses of up to 1,000 sq. ft. 
from licensing restrictions ; the intention 
of the newspaper to help people who so 
desire to build a home of their own ; and 
to help raise the level of taste and design 
and to set up a new standard of economy 
in home-planning and in the site planning 
of groups of private enterprise houses. 
The house to be constructed will be 
chosen by a reader from a set of ten 
designs, five of which will be the plans 
selected by the assessors of the com- 
petition and five prepared by architects 
specially commissioned by the News 
Chronicle. 

The assessors will be Messrs. Louis de 
Soissons, ARA, FRIBA, Herbert Tayler, 
FRIBA, AILA, and J. Lewis Womersley, 
ARIBA, AMTPI. They will select five 
designs which shall include not less than 
two one-storey and two two-storey houses. 
The successful competitors will each 
receive 150 gns. If one of these houses is 
built it will be supervised by the architect 
responsible in the normal way. 

Designs must reach the ‘‘ Open Archi- 
tectural Competition,’”’ News Chronicle, 
12-22, Bouverie-street, London, EC4, 
not later than April 13 next, from where 
conditions are obtainable, post free. No 
deposit is required, and no questions 
relating to the rules can be answered. 

The competition is for a detached 
house on a level site, but special considera- 
tion should be given to the possibility 
of its being architecturally linked with 
houses of similar character to form a 
pleasing and unified group. Competitors 
can submit a design for either a one- 
storey house or a two-storey, or one design 
for each. The cost must not exceed 5s. 
per foot super of floor area, including 
drainage and connection to sewers and 
necessary approach paths. 


COMPETITIONS OPEN 


HOSPITAL AT DOHA, PERSIAN GULF.  Pro- 
moted by the Government of Qatar, Persian Gulf. 
Premiums : £1,250, £1,000 and £750. Assessor: Mr. 
Alexander S. Gray, FRIBA. Closing date: August 15. 
Last day for questions: March 31. Conditions from 
Captain J. E. Stone, CBE, MC, FSAA, Hoo. 
Secretary and Treasurer, International Hospitals Federa- 
tion, 10, Old Jewry, E.C.2. January 23, 1953. 

OFFICE BUILDING, KAMPALA, UGANDA. Pro- 
moted by Uganda Electricity Board. Premiums : £1,000, 
£750, £500 and £250. Assessor: Mr. N. L. Hanson, 


BArch, ARIBA, MIA. Closing date: July 25. 
December 12, 1952. 
EDUCATION BUILDINGS, SHEFFIELD. 


Promoted by Sheffield University. Premiums: £5,000, 
£3,000, £2,000. Assessors: Sir Percy Thomas, 
et Mr. F. R. S, Yorke, FRIBA, and Mr, Gerard 
Pro-Chancellor, University.  Coa- 

Siete inom Sranins seaarenanaieus tee Caters. 
Sheffield (Deposit £2). Last day for questions: March |4- 
Closing date: October 31. February 13, 1953. 

Date at the end of each paragraph indicates the 1s5u‘ 
of “The Builder” in which details of the competitic” 
appeared, 
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View 
from 
south- 
west. 





FLATS AT OAK HILL COURT, WOODFORD GREEN, ESSEX 
for Walthamstow Borough Council 


F. G. SOUTHGATE, ARIBA, AMTPI, BOROUGH ARCHITECT 


C. F. KIMM, ARIBA, ASSISTANT ARCHITECT 


Site plan 
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Block 3 from Oak Hill 


HE site of these flats, which is most attractive, is 

located in the north-east portion of the borough 

and was formerly the garden and grounds of a 

Georgian house which was badly damaged by enemy 

action. There are a number of well-matured trees 

in the grounds and the layout was designed to avoid 
removing any of these. 

There are three blocks, each containing 12 flats ; 
the scheme has been designed so that the three blocks 
form an approximate inverted “ T” with the living- 
rooms facing south or west. The entrance halls are 
approached by paths on the garden side ; this gives 
some degree of privacy, and the small precincts so 


formed help in keeping a domestic atmosphere. 
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The two blocks of two-bedroom flats 


approach under a covered way, which also gives 
access to the pram and cycle stores; the ground 
enclosed by the two blocks is laid out as a children’s 
play space. The block of single-bedroom flats has a 
separate approach and the grounds in front have 
been laid out with small garden plots. 

The flats are constructed with load bearing walls, 
faced with golden-brown facing bricks, reinforced 
concrete floors and light timber roof trusses covered 
The 
type, i.e., glass silk 


with light-gauge copper on insulation board. 
floors are of the “ floating ” 
quilting laid on the structural floor covered with 
light reinforcement, 1} in. screeding and asphalt floor. 
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Typical floor plan in 








two-bedroom type block. 
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View of block 1. 


Each flat has a built-in gas drying cabinet and The scheme was completed in 1950, the final cost 
the usual built-in kitchen units. Small refuse being £50,002, which included the layout of the site. 
The quantity surveyors were Messrs. C. E. Ball 


chambers are provided near the entrance doorways 
the chief clerk of 


which contain a bin for each flat, to which the tenants and Partners, FF.RICS, and 
bring their refuse. works was Mr. T. L. Chapman. 
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Block 1, south front. 
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View of block 2 


Generai contractors were the Unera Construction 
Co., Ltd. Following is a list of sub-contractors and 


suppliers : 


Sub-contractors.—Colston Electrical Co., Ltd., electrical 
installations ; Brights Asphalte Contractors, Ltd., mastic 
asphalt flooring ; Broderick Insulated Structures, Ltd., 
Woking, copper roofing ; Light Steelwork (1925), Ltd., 
metal balustrading; Bloomfield (Landscape Gardener and 


Nurseryman), garden works. 


FLATS AT OAK HILI. COURT, WOODFORD GREEN, ESSEX 
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Suppliers. -Erith and Co., Ltd., facing bricks; J. A. 
King and Co., Ltd., staircase window frames; W. C. 
Richardson, Barking, art stone doorways ; Wettern Bros., 
Ltd., Croydon, window surrounds ; Edward Marshalls 
Ltd., fireplaces; Magnet Timber, Ltd., Grays, Essex, 
doors; Lewis and Grundy, Ltd., Nottingham, iron- 
mongery ; Jayanbee Joinery, Ltd., Uxbridge, kitchen 
fitments; Butler Jones (Nameplates), Ltd., name- 
boards ; W. James and Co., Ltd., metal windows ; W. N. 
Froy and Sons, Ltd., sanitary fittings ; Grundy Arnatt, 
L.td., Teddington, Middx., coal hopper 
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View of south elevation, showing temporary main entrance. 


SALVATORIAN COLLEGE, HARROW WEALD, MIDDLESEX: 
NEW CLASSROOM BLOCK 


JOHN A. STRUBBE AND PARTNERS, AA.RIBA, ARCHITECTS 
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HE classroom block forms the first stage in the 

extensive development of this Roman Catholic 
secondary school which is being carried out to bring the 
accommodation into line with modern teaching require- 
ments. This largely dictates the siting of the new 
block which consists of five classrooms and two science 
rooms with the attendant stores and lavatory accom- 
modation. 


The main entrance doors, complete with reinforced 
concrete surrounds, are completely free-standing ‘to 
facilitate their re-erection when the next stage of 
development is carried out. In a similar manner, the 
south-east ends of ground- and first-floor corridors 
are temporarily terminated by light glazed screens. 
The restricted site area calls for the use of two-storey 
construction which, in any case, reduces excessive 
corridor length. 


The first-floor classrooms are divided from the 
corridor by means of light wells which provide a 
sound barrier at this point and ensure a high level of 
illumination and even distribution of daylight through- 
out both ground- and first-floor classrooms. ‘These 
light wells are roofed in by means of patent glazing. 


Glare is considerably reduced on the south side of 
the building by making use of horizontal hardwood 
louvres fixed to the window transoms. In conjunction 
with the roof slab overhang, the projection of the first- 
floor slab and the deep structural columns, the louvres 
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prevent penetration of the direct sun rays to any 
appreciable extent. 


The main section of the building consists of a 
reinforced concrete frame, with a bay spacing of 
12 ft. 44 in., supporting reinforced concrete floor and 
roof slabs. The first-floor corridor is cantilevered 
from the columns on the north side of the building. 
In-filling panels consist of glazing and_ brickwork, 
the external work being of cavity construction. The 
staircases, lavatory block and ground-floor corridor 
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are of load-bearing brickwork. A 2-in. thick ver- 
miculite screed to the roof slab provides thermal insu- 
lation and, to some degree, reduces excessive expansion 
and contraction of the structure. 


The walls of the entrance hall, ground-floor corridor 
and staircase are of fair-faced brickwork. The 
remainder are plastered with the exception of the 
lavatory block where glazed tiling extends to 7 ft. 
above floor level with fair-faced brickwork above. 


Floor finishes to classrooms, science rooms and 
corridors are of thermoplastic tiles. That to the 
lavatory block is of heather brown quarry tiles, and 
to the staircases and entrance halls again of heather 
brown quarry tiles inlaid in terrazzo. 


A glass crucifix built into the wall at the end of the 
first-floor corridor consists of purpose-moulded amber 
glass blocks 23 in. square in section and of random 
lengths. The flint-lime facing bricks used both 
internally and externally are golden yellow in colour. 


The hot water for both the low-pressure heating 
system and for domestic purposes is supplied by gas- 
fired boilers. The boiler house provides for the instal- 
lation of a boiler to serve the further extensions of the 
school. 


The quantity surveyors were Messrs. C. E. Ball 
and Partners, and the general contractors were Messrs. 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd. Following is a list 
of sub-contractors : 


Reinforced concrete, T'wisteel Reinforcement, Ltd. ; 
bricks, Uxbridge Flint Brick Co., Ltd. ; heating, Rosser 
and Russell, Ltd. ; electrical work, Barlow, and Young, 
Ltd. ; asphalt roofing, Durable Asphalte Co., Ltd. ; metal 
windows, W. James and Co., Ltd. ; patent glazing, Putty- 
less Glazing Co., Ltd.; ‘“‘ Accotile’’ floor tiles, Gabriel 


Wade and English, Ltd.; terrazzo with inlaid quarry 
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Detail of glass crucifix built into the wall at the end of 
the first-floor corridor. 


tiling, W. B. Simpson and Son, Ltd. ; suspended ceilings, 
Anderson Construction Co., Ltd. ; sanitary fittings, Shanks 
and Co., Ltd.; glass crucifix, James Powell and Sons 
(Whitefriars), Ltd. ; concrete fencing, Wettern Bios., Ltd. ; 
ironmongery, Yannedis and Co., Ltd.; science room 
furniture and main entrance doors, Ashby and Horner, 
Ltd.: glass panel above main entrance doors, London 
Sand Blast and Decorative Glass Works, Ltd. 





Another view of 
classroom block, 
south side. 
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First-floor corridor showing 
glass crucifix in the end wall. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
(Continued from page 333.) 


WAR-DAMAGE CLAIMS AND 
THE SEVEN-YEAR PERIOD 


To the Editor of The Builder 
Sas might be of interest if your 
on 


readers were to give their views 
the effect on a claim for reinstatement of 
war damage brought about by the fact 
that it is mow seven years since the last 
bomb fell on this country. My own views 


are : 

1. That war damage remains such 
until it is reinstated. 

2. That any suggestion that, because 
the said seven years have expired, a claim 
for such reinstatement is limited to actual 
damage and nothing else, is absurd and 
inequitable. 

3. That any suggestion that what was 
war damage immediately prior to the 
expiration of the said seven years ceased 
to be’ such immediately thereafter is 
absurd and inequitable. 

4. That, if a small portion of the wall 
plaster of a room requires reinstating, any 
suggestion that repapering should be 
limited to the repapering of that small 
portion is absurd and inequitable. 

5. That the Jamaica-street, Stepney, 
case applies to (4) above, i.e., that it is 
justifiable to claim for the repapering 
of the whole of a room where repapering 
is necessary. : 

6. That any suggestion that the re- 
papering of the walls of a room (excepting 
the small portion actually comprised in the 
damaged plaster) is maintenance work is 
absurd and inequitable. 

7. That any suggestion that, because 
the said seven years have expired, property 
would now be due for redecoration in the 
ordinary course of maintenance is absurd 
and inequitable, in particular because 
it is not the practice to redecorate the 
whole of the interior of premises every 
seven years, neither is such redecorating 
usually necessary, and, even if stipulated 
in a lease, relief therefrom may, if reason- 
able, be obtained by a lessee under section 
147 of the Law of Property Act, 1925. 

8. Owing to restrictions, etc., it was for 
some time impossible to have uninhabited 
rooms reinstated. 

_ In conclusion, I am under the 
impression that it is always the property 
owner (generally a person of more or less 
small means) who is expected uncom- 
plainingly to suffer. 

P. M. Vinter [ARICS]. 


132, Kingston-road, 
Teddington, Middx. 


BUILDERS’ DISCOUNTS 
To the Editor of The Builder . 


‘R,—I was most interested to read the 
letter from Mr. H. M. Stafford, in 
your issue of February 13, on Clauses 
21, 22 and 23 of the RIBA Form of 
Contract. 

My firm completed a contract for a 
local authority using the RIBA Form of 
Contract, out of which two problems have 
arisen, one in relation to Clause 23, and 
the other ing Clause 25A (2) (a), 


concerning 
both of which have presented a major 


ally described as a net p.c., which to us 
indicated when estimating that the item was 
not subject to cash discount. Our tender 


required substantial reductions before they 
could approve the acceptance of the figure and 
suggested that the p.c. sum allowed for 
shopfronts and i was considerably 
too high, and suggested that if this figure were 
cut by {£500 per shop, the amended figure 
would be acceptable to the Ministry, as the 
remaining figures were generally in line 
with the housing figures at that time. 

In our original estimate 10 per cent. 
been allowed to cover profit, attendance, and 
loss of discount. When the reductions were 
carried out, therefore, this figure was amended 
pro rata, which we were naturally quite 
prepared to accept. 

The work was carried out as specified, but 
the shop fronts and fittings were carried out 
by a firm nominated by the local authority 
who also paid them direct. 

When our final account went in, we claimed 
ro per cent. on the amount actually spent 
by the local authority, which in actual fact 
was a larger sum than that allowed in the 
original bills of quantities. .The architect 
felt himself unable to give a decision on this 
point and passed it on to the financial officer 
of the authority for a decision either inde- 
pendently or after consultation with the 
district auditor. Sundry suggestions have 
come from both these gentlemen during the 
time that the matter has been in dispute 
varying from nothing at all, as they claim our 
money was not involved, to the profit and 
attendance figure as allowed on the reduced 
p.c. item in the bills of quantities. We 
claimed on the contrary that in employing the 
shopfitters direct the local authority had itself 
broken the contract.. We were certainly not 
informed in writing at any time by either 
the local authority or the architect that the 
former intended to arrange and pay for the 
work direct, our instructions coming only 
verbally from the architect on one of his 
periodic visits to the site. 

The second point of dispute arose over our 
claim for the increased eost of materials. By 
some oversight on the part of one of the 
parties, the basic schedule was omitted from 
the contract documents, and when our claim 
was submitted, this was thrown out on the 
grounds that there was no signed schedule 
with the contract documents. We must add 
that the schedule was in our possession 
the time the job was priced, and that we also 
hold the quotations from which the ! 
was prepared. We must also add that in 
four previous contracts for the ane a hd 


RECORDING PRESERVATIONS 
AND “ RESTORATIONS ” 


To the Editor of The Builder 


of Ancient Buildings has (so Mrs. Dance, 
the Secretary, tells me) its own records of 
cases since its start in 1877, arranged 
under places, and the Diocesan Registries 
are said to have much current material. 
The matter is of some practical importance 
in determining, both for the instruction 
of amateurs and the practice of architects, 
how much of any givem building is original 
and how much “ restoration,”’ and, if the 
latter, when done and by whom. 

This subject has now, fortunately, 
been brought to notice by two recent 
publications: one, Mr. Gerald Cobb’s 
“Decay and Renovation,” in the 
Ecclesiological Society’s Transactions, new 
series, vol. 2, pt. 3, 1950, pp. 171-181 ; 
and the: other, Mr. Martin S. Briggs’s 
Goths and Vandals: a study of the 
destruction, neglect and preservation of 
historic buildings in England (Constable), 
1952. These two works, as a careful 
analysis shows, describe or name (to 
quote only British nineteenth-century 
examples) at least 72 buildings, with 
others not specified, and nearly 110 
restorations of these buildings; for in 
some cases three, four (in the case of 
Hereford and Peterborough), or even five 
(Southwark Cathedral) _restorations, 
successively or in different parts, have 
taken place in one building. This forms a 
valuable nucleus of codified information, 
often with dates and names of architects, 
for what I venture to suggest would be a 
useful corpus if anyone could undertake 
it. Meanwhile, an index of these 
examples, alphabetically by places and 
buildings, with chronological and architect 
indexes, has been compiled by me, and 
accepted for deposit in the RIBA Library. 

H. V. MoreswortH Roserts. 

Wallington, Surrey. 


CVE EXHIBITION 

AN EXHIBITION of 12 of the Council 
for Visual Education school exhibitions 
on architecture, town planning and design 
will be held at the London County Hall, 
Westminster Bridge, S.E.1, from March 2 
to 14. The exhibitions are designed for 
use in schools and at conferences, and 
each consists of 12 or 13 mounted photo- 
graphs. ‘The subjects include bungalows, 
communal architecture, council houses 
and cottages, design in daily life, Eliza- 
bethan and Jacobean architecture, English 


Gothic, English Renaissance, and 
ian architecture, old buildings, small 
houses, and town planning. 
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QUICKER COMPLETION OF HOUSE INTERIORS 
The Bailey Committee Report 


WAYS to increase speed and efficiency in 
the construction of house interiors 
are recommended in a report published on 
February 25 (H.M.S.O., price 3s. 6d.) by 
the Committee on House Interiors, presented 
to the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government and the Secretary of State for 
Scotland. The committee, which sat under 
the chairmanship of Sir Donald Bailey, sum- 
marise their conclusions as follows :— 


(1) We believe that house building to a 
small number of interior plans will make 
the greatest single immediate contribution 
to speed, efficiency and lower costs. We 
have had a range of sketch plans pre- 
pared, and we hope the Minister and the 
Secretary of State will commend them to 
local authorities generally and ask the 
bigger authorities and the New Town cor- 
porations to take the lead. 


(2) British Standard products ought to 
be more widely used in house building. 
. (3) British Standards should be exam- 
ined with a view to a further co-ordination 
of dimensions. 


(4) It is urgently necessary to press on 
with the British Standards Institution’s 
study of modular co-ordination. Mean- 
while, we suggest, house plans should be 
drawn to a preferred dimension, and for 
the purposes of our plans we have used a 
grid of 3 ft. 


(5) There are many new and alternative 
materials which, if properly used, can save 
substantial time and labour—and some- 
times cost also. 


(6) Good organisation from start to 
finish is essential and in the long run can 
make the greatest contribution to speed 
and efficiency. We endorse the recom- 
mendations in previous reports (summar- 
ised in Appendices A and B) and we sup- 
plement them in Chapter IV. 


The committee say that it may be news to 
many people that if three months are 
required to build the exterior of the typical 
council house, it may take a further six 
months to complete the irterior, although it 
requires only about a third of the man- 
hours of the whole house. The number of 
man-hours taken for the completion of the 
whole house can vary from 1,564 to 4,645. 
This, says the committee, is accounted for 
mainly by different degrees of efficiency in 
organisation. 


Terms of Reference 


The committee’s terms of reference—‘“ to 
consider and report on what action can be 
taken to increase speed and efficiency in the 
construction of house interiors ”"—are 
limited to the inside of the house, “ but,” 
say the committee, “we are brought inevit- 
ably to structural considerations affecting 
the shell of the house. In practice, these 
aspects cannot be considered in isolation at 
any stage, from the sketch plan to comple- 
tion.” 

The committee, before arriving at their 
conclusions, which they outline under three 
main headings—Design, Materials and Com- 
ponents, and Organisation—sent a question- 
naire to over 100 persons and bodies con- 
nected with house building—professional 
bodies, builders, loca] authorities, associa- 
tions of specialist contractors, and producers 
of building materials. In addition, they 


visited factories and sites and examined re- 
ports on the building industry which have 
been presented in recent years. 

The first chapter of the report serves as a 
general introduction and gives the com- 
mittee’s conclusions in outline. In it they 
say that they consider design to be “ the 
most important immediate factor” in speed- 
ing up work on interiors and that simplifica- 
tion—“ the limitation of the variety of 
designs of house interiors”—is urgently 
necessary. They explain in some detail 
their conception of simplification and refer 
to the range of sketch plans which is pub- 
lished in the report. 


Chapter II on Design develops this theme 
and stresses the importance of using British 
Standard materials and components to the 
fullest extent. It then deals with the larger 
question of modular co-ordination and the 
use as an interim measure of a “ preferred 
dimension.” The last three sections of the 
chapter deal with points of design, describe 
how the committee arrived at the range of 
sketch plans, and suggest that detailed dfaw- 
ings, etc., for a few of the sketch plans 
could be published as yardsticks for measur- 
ing current practice, 


The third chapter examines alternative 
methods and materials which could make a 
contribution to greater speed and efficiency. 
A section of the chapter is devoted to each 
of the main parts of the interior of a house. 
The data from which the conclusions have 
been drawn are published in Appendix C of 
the report as schedules giving site man- 
hours and cost ratios as compared to the 
method or material most commonly used. 

The last chapter discusses particular 
points on organisation. The term is used 
in a broad sense and the chapter deals with 
points which affect the building owner and 
the architect as well as the contractor. The 
committee endorse what has been said by 
other bodies, but they believe the subject is 
sufficiently important to warrant some re- 
capitulation. They also draw attention to a 
few additional points. 


Conclusions in Outline 
The outline of the conclusions upon which 


the summary of conclusions is based is as 
follows :— 


“Since at present most of the houses 
built in this country are constructed of 
bricks and mortar, what we had to seek 
were better and faster methods of complet- 
ing the interior of the ordinary brick house. 
We have no doubt at all that the most im- 
portant immediate factor is design. The 
replies to our questionnaire stressed this. 
Many of the comments related to particular 
points in design—for example, economical 
plumbing. But more replies referred to the 
desirability of less variety in design and of 
more standardisation in components than to 
any other matter. We discuss these points 
at length in Chapter II.” 

They can be summarised as follows: — 


(i) There is scope for more use of 
British Standard components and pro- 
ducts. 

(ii) More attention could with advan- 
tage be paid to detail points of design. 

(iii) Modular co-ordination—the bring- 
ing of the different building components 
into relation with one another in size, and 
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the design of houses to fit the same range 

of mea surements—has nas Many potentialities, 

and its -examinatio started— 
should be hastened. 

(iv) Simplification—the limitation of 
the variety of designs of house interiors— 
is urgently necessary. 

The committee say that “ concentration on 
a few selected designs, using standardised 
components, enabled the motor industry to 
employ production § techniques which 
brought a range of motor cars within the 
reach of the ordinary man. 

“Nor is it entirely new to suggest that a 
higher degree of simplification and standard- 
isation—in the sense in which we have used 
these terms—should be applied to local 
authority house building. In their second 
report—issued in 1950—the Girdwood 
Committee commended the regular use of a 
small number of plans by each local autho- 
rity. Indeed, many local authorities are 
already carrying out this recommendation 
and concentrate on a small number of 
selected designs that have proved to meet 
their tenants’ requirements. 

“We recommend a much wider applica- 
tion of the idea. Some of the larger local 
authorities are now building at the rate of 
2,000 to 4,000 houses each year. Some of 
their neighbours are building up to 200 a 
year each. If the larger authorities would 
build to a small number of interior designs, 
using components of uniform sizes, a large 
number of repeat orders would flow to their 
contractors and building materials pro- 
ducers. This could not fail to increase 
speed and efficiency both in the factory and 
on the site, and so give real hope of lower 
building costs. If neighbouring authorities 
joined in and agreed to use the same range 
of interior designs, the gains would be 
greater. The longer the production run, the 
greater would be the scope for economy and 
efficiency. 

“ All this is accepted as elementary in re- 
lation to articles customarily mass-produced 
in the modern world. At first sight it may 
seem undesirable in house building. We all 
know—and resent—the drab monotony of 
long lines of uninspired and identical houses. 
But our conception of simplification of in- 
terior designs and standardised components 
does not have any such result. With a 
pleasing elevation and skilled grouping and 
layout, attractive houses can be built using a 
few interior designs. Architects have for 
generations successfully used the single 
house front as the unit of design, and they 
have done so in order to create a sense of 
unity in a terrace or group of houses. Mono- 
tony would not result from repetition of the 
same unit if imagination and skill were 
exercised by a designer experienced in archi- 
tectural composition. And as regards the 
interior, it seems to us that the personality 
of the tenant and his furniture and furnish- 
ings have much more effect on the indivi- 
ref of the interior than has the design 
itself.” 


Modular Co-erdination 


The report has several pages of illusra- 
tions of outstanding housing schemes [0 
show that, with repetition of a few interior 
plans, interesting and attractive layouts cat 
result. It also includes a range of pians 
which the committee believe will meet mos! 
ordinary requirements throughout Great 
Britain. These plans are drawn to 2 >-'!. 


“preferred dimension” or unit of measure 
ment, illustrated by a grid. The commitice 
refer to the general problem of modular 
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co-ordination, and to their belief that its full 
examination should be expedited, but they 
stress that some co-ordination of dimensions 
seemed to them to be desirable immediately. 

Pointing out that a good deal of thought 
had been given to the presentation of their 
recommendations not only by text but also 
graphically, the committee say: “We con- 
cluded that a range of sketch plans of in- 
teriors would best illustrate our ideas for 
setting in motion sizeable building schemes 
throughout the country. It seemed to us 
that generally people’s local preferences are 
usually for one particular kind of house— 
for example, a house with a working- 
kitchen instead of a dining-kitchen. We be- 
lieve that such preferences are catered for 
within our range of sketch plans. We 
understand that experience with ‘ Houses 
1952’ has been that a range of sketch plans, 
such as we have prepared, from which a 
particular plan or plans can be selected and 
developed into working drawings, provides 
a sufficient variety to meet the needs of most 
localities. 

“The plans illustrated in this report have 
been drawn primarily to conform with prac- 
tice in England and Wales, but they could 
readily be adapted to take account of the 
minor differences of practice in Scotland.” 

The committee hope that all local autho- 
rities will consider their designs for interiors 
and decide to put a selection ef them into 
production. “We should like the bigger 
authorities and the New Town corporations 
in various parts of the country to take the 
lead so that even during 1953 some of their 
houses will be built to these plans. They 
may wish to make minor alterations to thos: 
of our designs they select, but we should 
hope that these would be few. 

“For maximum results the number of 
houses built to these plans must be substan- 
tial because the benefits of the system will 
be in direct proportion to the number of 
houses so produced. Some of us know that 
in different parts of the country neighbour- 
ing local authorities and their architects and 
surveyors keep in close and friendly contact. 
If a group of neighbouring authorities de- 
cided among themselves, and with the help 
of their professional advisers, to adopt the 
same selection of plans from the range we 
Propose, the resulting gains in speed and 
efficiency of delivery and assembly and in 
costs might well astonish them. 

“The responsibility resting on local 
authorities at the present time is a heavy 
one, for, through their housing activities, 
they are taking up a large part of the 
national resources available for capital 
investment, 

“We would also invite sponsors of non- 
traditional houses to examine our interior 
plans with a view to finding ways of reduc- 
ing the costs of their houses. 

“An example of the way small savings 
can mount up in the national programme is 
to be found in the 7 ft. 6 in. ceiling height. 
This has been strongly recommended over 
the last few years, and in their third report 
the Girdwood Committee said that some 500 
loc! authorities had then built houses with 
7{t. 6in. ceilings. We fully endorse this 
recommendation as helping towards speedier 
and more efficient building. If the 7 ft. 6 in. 
height had been adopted throughout the 
country immediately after the war the sav- 
ings would have amounted to over £15 m. 

. We hope that this example of the cumu- 
lative effect of small savings will impress 
thos: who may resent suggestions for more 
simplification in the internal planning of 
houses. The complicated variety of house 
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designs used at the present time has to be 
paid for: and the price is too high.” 


Materials and Components 

On this subject the committee states: “A 
detailed study is made in Chapter III of 
old-established and new methods and 
materials. This study is largely self- 
explanatory, but one major point can be 
mentioned here. The most effective way to 
reduce site labour is to use prefabricated 
components. Account must, of course, be 
taken of the labour employed in the factory 
work and on transport from factory to site, 
but there is - = that the use of alter- 
native materials holds out prospects, in par- 
ticular for reduction of wet plastering von 
——a process which can seriously hold up 
other trades.” 


Organisation 
Emphasis is placed on organisation, in the 
widest sense. The committee states: 


“ Organisation is of paramount importance. 
Several other bodies have reported on it in 
recent years and much of what has been 
said in their reports applies to house in- 
teriors. We do not propose to discuss in 
detail what others have dealt with at length, 
but we draw attention in Chapter IV to 
some particular points. We summarise in 
Appendices A and B relevant recommenda- 
tions in two earlier reports. 

“We would like to stress the fact that 
attention must be given to organisation from 
the very beginning. We use the word 
organisation in its broadest sense and in- 
clude the formulation of a housing pro- 
gramme, the acquisition of sites, the brief- 
ing of the architect, the placing of con- 
tracts, the contractual conditions, and the 
instructions from architect to builder. On 
the building site itself the important thing 
is the contractor’s organisation—the phasing 
of labour and the programming of the work, 
the employment of sub-contractors in cer- 
tain trades, efficient incentive schemes, and 
welfare. All these things have a marked 
influence on the rate of completion of house 
interiors.” 

The members of the committee were as 
follows: Sir Donald Bailey, OBE, DEng, 
AMICE, MilStructE (chairman); _ the 
Dowager Marchioness of Reading, GBE; 
Mr. S. Bunton, LRIBA, ARIAS; Sir Luke 
Fawcett, OBE; Mr. A. J. Filer; Mr. J. H. 
Forshaw, MC, MA, FRIBA, MTPI; Mr. 
J. W. Laing, CBE, FIOB; Dr. F. M. Lea, 
CBE, FRIC, HonARIBA; Mr. H. J. Man- 
zoni, CBE, MTPI, MiInstCE. 


CONCRETE HOUSES CRITICISED 
“ Expensive in Labour and Materials ” 


Mr. F. J. Frowrrrt, president of the Don- 
caster and District Federation of Building 
Trades Employers, urged the abolition of 
“that most expensive type of building, the 
concrete house,” at the annual dinner of the 
Federation in Doncaster on February 16. 

Mr. Flowitt said the concrete house had 
served its purpose. Its cost was far in eXcess 
of a brick house; it absorbed huge quantities 
of materials; and it took labour required for 
traditional houses. 

He did not think the — — were 
spoon-fed and spineless. In measter, in 
1952, 66 apprentices to the building industry 
were intervi making 318 since the 
inception of the apprenticeship scheme. This 
was a reasonable influx for a town of Don- 
caster’s size. He hoped that the skill of the 
old craftsmen would not die before they had 
time to impart their knowledge and ability 
to the younger generation. 


SOCIETIES 


RIBA 
Final and Special Final Examination 
Results 


RIBA Final and Special Final 
Examinations were held in seven 
centres from November 26 to December 5, 
who took 


didates are : 
J.S. Ager J: Ailward, D. W. Arnold, J.B. 


eh 

R. V. Banks, A. C. 1. G. Beresford, J. ¥- 
Bohn GA. Bonde AE. Boxe, RE Bowell, 
’ D. Bridle, M. Brows. 


W J.K: : 
Vv. Cc. A 
Marsh, R. A. P. L. Miles 
R. F. Mitchell®, W. Mick, K. I. Morrice, 
M.A. Munro. 
E. E. Neve®, F. J. Newrick* 


. \. ’ Fr . Barve, f 
PH Butler, PC. A. Bynoe. nee 

M. E. Campin, Cc. Carter K. H. D.. Clark, 1. W. 
K. J. Deniey, R. H. Dolan, P. S. Ednie, J. H. Edwards, 
OP: Eivuke, C. F P. J. E. F P. P 
Freyer, A. T.D. Frat, J. Gilmour, G. R. ‘ 
ae Hall, P.M.  B. E. Hill, T. N. Holland, 

‘A. Huckle, M. B. Hull, Iden, G. A. K. Isted, 


C. E. Srarrorp, ARICS, presented his 
paper on the Croydon 
pr development plan. 


tion of their development not 
the least of which was —— of the. 
becoming outmoded by new statutes. 
pe Bab standards before it received the 
blessing of the appropriate Ministry. 
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BOOKS 


«". Books reviewed in these columns 
maybe obtained on application to the 
Book Centre, “The Builder,” 4, Catherine- 
street, Aldwych, W.C.2. Cash (which 
should include 6d. to cover postage and 
packing) should accompany the order. 





Roots OF CONTEMPORARY AMERICAN ARCHI- 
TecturRE. A series of 37 essays dating 
from the mid-nineteenth century to the 
present, collected and edited by Lewis 
Mumford. Pp. VIII, 454. (New York: 
Reinhold Publishing Corporation, price 
7 dollars. London: Chapman and Hall, 
price 56s.) 

WHEREAS SCHOLARS of to-day trace the 
“Modern Movement” in English architecture 
back to the Crystal Palace “and al]l that” 
in 1851, we are prone to think of modernism 
in America as originating with Louis Sulli- 
van’s famous pavilion at the Chicago 
World’s Fair of 1893; and to assume, too 
readily, that before 1893 America merely 
experienced a dreary series of revivals 
beginning with the neo-Greek buildings of 
Jefferson’s day. Professor Mumford corrects 
this error in his new book, in which the 
first essay, written by Horatio Green, the 
sculptor, and first published in 1853, offers 
a theory of modernism that might have been 
written by Le Corbusier himself 80 or 90 
years later. 

“The mind of this century,” Greenough 
remarks, “has never been seriously applied 
to architecture. . . . We have sternly adhered 
to the dictum of another age. . . . Even 
where we have succeeded in securing the 
entire exterior which echoes the forms of 
Athens, the pile stands a stranger among 
us. It is a make-believe. It is not the real 
thing. . . . It is not a temple.” He explains 
that, in nature, forms grow out of circum- 
stances; and so they do in a man-made design 
for a ship. We should “ carry into our civil 
architecture the responsibilities that weigh 
upon our shipbuilding.” Noting that Jeffer- 
son had just recommended the Maison 
Carrée as an appropriate model for the new 
State House at Richmond, he writes that 
““we believe firmly that they (the Greek 
masters) can teach us, but let us learn prin- 
ciples, not copy shapes; let us initiate them 
like men, not ape them like monkeys. . 
The fundamental laws of building found at 
the basis of every style of architecture must 
be at the basis of ours.” He urges a re- 
course to science in all its branches to estab- 
lish the new style for which he pleads; and 
cites a prominent building in Philadelphia 
which has a showy Greek front, adding that 
“a huge brick chimney rising in the rear 
warns you that the facade is to be taken 
with some grains of allowance.” Finally, he 
compares American ideas of architectural 
design very unfavourably with the methods 
used in designing ships, steam engines, forti- 
fications, and everything else that is “ scien- 
tific.” All this in 1853! 

Professor Mumford, in his admirable 
introduction, summarises the history of the 
modern movement in America during the 
last 100 years, tracing its various advances 
under Richardson, Sullivan, and Frank 
Lloyd Wright; and its parallel and frequent 
“retreats” towards “ genteel eclecticism ” in 
the work of McKim, Mead and White and 
others. He maintains that “the American 
tradition” must be world-wide and cosmo- 
politan, like its people, modified only to suit 
their national circumstances. He concedes 
that in the early buildings of the English 
settlers ir. New England in the seventeenth 
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century “an organic form began to take 
shape,” but says that “ American Georgian,” 
or “ American Colonial.” was not native in 
the least, and was simply a type of archi- 
tecture common to all British colonies of 
the period. He considers that Frank Lloyd 
Wright “stands out by general consent as 
the most original and creative architect of 
the last century. For sheer fertility and 
abundance of fresh designs, he is without 
rival, perhaps, among architects of any time 
and place.” 

Among the 37 essays collected here, two 
are by Wright, four (besides the introduc- 
tion) by Mumford himself to fill up gaps 
in the story, one by Sullivan, and the 
remainder by a very mixed team, of whom 
rather more than half are architects. Many 
of the essays have been rescued from 
oblivion and well merit re-publication. The 
book contains no illustrations. M. S. B. 


THe ARCHITECT IN’ Practice. By Arthur J. 
Willis, FRICS, and W. N. B. George, 
BArch, ARIBA. (London: Crosby, 
Lockwood and Son, Ltd.) Price 18s. 


About two years ago, a quantity surveyor 
in a letter to The Builder used these words: 
“T have a great admiration for the architect 
who does his job well, because he has one of 
the most difficult jobs in the world. He 
must be an artist, but at the same time in 
the administration of a building contract be 
a business man, and in interpreting it even 
something of a lawyer.” 

These words now appear on the fly-leaf of 
an excellent new book entitled “ The Archi- 
tect in Practice,” and they indicate broadly 
what the book is about. This book deals, 
in fact, with the manifold functions and 
duties of an architect as a business man and 
administrator as distinct from a_ building 
designer and technician. 

The chapters have been arranged in the 
sequence which a building contract makes 
natural. After opening with the architect’s 
relations with his cliefit, they deal with the 
various preliminary stages of work leading 
up to the building contract, the progress of 
the contract and its winding-up, and conclude 
with such general matters as law, office 
organisation and surveying work. There are 
also some chapters on the opportunities for 
the architect in public service and in partner- 


. ship. The appendices include some typical 


time and progress schedules. 

This book is obviously intended primarily 
for students, but many practising architects 
may be glad to read it as a “refresher,” 
particularly as it avoids many of the less 
attractive features of the typical text-book. 
It should not be necessary to commend the 
authors for their English, but so many text- 
books are so inelegantly written that it is 
a pleasure to record that these authors know 


-how to write. It is a pleasure also to com- 


pliment the publishers on the printing and 
general appearance of the book. 

The publishers intend to keep the book 
up to date by means of supplements, and it 
is to be hoped that an early opportunity 
will be taken of correcting one or two 
minor errors. For instance, the need for a 
Board of Trade certificate for industrial 
buildings arises under the Town and Country 
Planning Act and not under the Distribution 
of Industry Act as suggested at pp. 31-32. 
Again, the effect of the development plans 
on the architect’s freedom to choose a site 
has been over-simplified by the authors (see 
page 15). These, however, are but minor 
blemishes on a really excellent work, which 
should certainly be read by every architec- 
tural student. A. E. T. 
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_ ROAD BRIDGES 


Testing Their Capacity 
HUNDREDS of road bridges in this 
country are more than a century old 
and were not designed to carry the very 
heavy traffic which they now have to bear. 
In 1933 the owners of such bridges wer 
allowed to limit the weight of vehicles 
using them, but it was found that the 
bridges could carry, without ill effects, 
vehicles much heavier than the limits im- 
posed, In 1936, the Building Research 
Station started an investigation* on behalf of 
the Ministry af Transport to discover the 
source of the unsuspected strength of the 
bridges and to find ways of estimating their 
carrying capacity which would be more 
accurate than those previously used. The 
work was discontinued on the outbreak of 
war, but in 1942 it became essential to know 
the capacity of the bridges to carry various 
types of heavy military vehicles and the 
testing was resumed. 

It is difficult to assess the carrying capacity 
of cast iron girder bridges and masonry arch 
bridges because the parapet walls, spandrel 
walls, intermediate jack arches and filling all 
tend to strengthen the bridge. A series of 
loading tests was carried out on selected 
bridges of both types. A great deal of use- 
ful information was obtained by testing three 
arch bridges to destruction under static loads. 
In the testing of other’ bridges military 
vehicles of various weights were used as 
test loads. The strains and deflections 
measured were used as a basis for the assess- 
ment of the capacity of similar bridges. As 
a result of the tests a formula for estimating 
the strength of cast iron girder bridges was 
produced which is now in use. 

Apart from the number of factors that in- 
fluence the carrying capacity of a brick or 
masonry arch bridge, these bridges also vary 
greatly in their individual structural fea- 
tures and it is rare to find two that are 
identical. It was, therefore, found impossible 
to give a single formula for estimating their 
strength, which is usually much greater than 
is shown by existing methods of calcula- 
tion. The paper suggests a way of reaching 
a figure by measuring the spread and deflec- 
tion of the arch under a known load and 
estimating the total capacity of the bridge 
from these measurements. 


KENT FOREMEN AND CLERKS 
OF WORKS 


Awards to Students 


AT A MEETING of the Kent Association of 
Builders’ Foremen and Clerks of Works, 
held at the Maidstone Technical College on 
February 16, certificates were presented to 
the successful students in the two-year 
foremanship course held during 1950-52. 

The president, Mr. Wellard, JP, welcomed 
the students, and was then followed by Mr. 
W. Palmar, MIOB, who thanked the college 
for their assistance in running the course, 
and said that the course did not aim 4t 
making general foremen from craftsmen, but 
endeavoured to make good foremen much 
better. 

The county architect, Mr. S. Loweth, 
FRIBA, then spoke of the necessity of @ 
high standard of managerial and technical 
education for supervision in the industry. 

After Mr, Palmar had presented the certi- 
ficates, the remainder of the evening WS 
profitably spent with Mr. Loweth answering 
questions put to him by those present. 





*“ Tests on Road Bridges,” National Buildine 
Studies Research Paper No. 16, published »» 
H.M.S.O. for DS.I.R., price 3s. 
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COLOUR IN SCHOOLS 
Factors which Heighten the Effects of Visual Interest 


[HE importance of considering the ques- 

tion of colour schemes in buildings at 
the early-design stage, and a plea for greater 
boldness in the exploitation of contrasts for 
the sake of increasing visual interest, were 
two of the principal points emphasised by 
Mr. Davin Mepp, AADipl, ARIBA, in an 
address at a joint meeting of the RIBA and 
the Illuminating Engineering Society, held 
at the Lighting Service Bureau, Savoy Hill, 
London, on February 10, from which we 
take the following extracts. Mr. Medd 
said:— 

I want to start by making a plea for the 
closer co-operation between the lighting 
engineer and the architect at the early-design 
stage of a job. Architects need to take 
advice on the best way of achieving the 
right quantity and quality of daylighting. In 
planning windows and other direct sources 
of light we should at the same time make 
definite assumptions on the contribution we 
are expecting from indirect sources. We 
are, therefore, at this early stage, making 
decisions about the reflection factors of sur- 
faces which, of course, are imposing condi- 
tions to be satisfied later by the choice of 
colours. This, it seems to me, is the right 
way to work rather than to ask the lighting 
engineer at the end of the job what reflec- 
tion factors he should choose in order to 
achieve a given level of illumination. We 
find, therefore, that colour choice is not 
entirely the prerogative of the architect or 
decorator. 

The architect wants to feel he is free to 
design in terms of light and shade with cer- 
tain esthetic considerations in mind. Bright- 
ness contrasts that would be intolerably 
disabling in certain spaces may be quite 
justifiable in others. Architects see in 
“brightness engineering,” particularly as 
exemplified by American engineers, a restric- 
tive attitude of mind which in its anxiety to 
remove any possible cause of discomfort will 
result in spaces that are very dull and at 
best be good for sleeping in. 

It seems to me that a much more positive 
approach is being made by engineers in this 
country, and some of the work I am aware 
of should definitely increase the scope of 
colour use which at present for many is 
limited by ignorance and convention. 


Visual Interest 

There are signs that designers are realising 
that modern architecture is starved of visual 
interest, and that a form of decoration and 
enrichment must be established which springs 
naturally from present-day materials, tech- 
niques and economy. This is the right way 
and the difficult way. The easier way is to 
revive clichés from earlier periods or to 
invent them. 

The provision of visual interest becomes 
easier if we are prepared to exploit a wide 
Tange of textures, colours and materials. In 
other words, avail ourselves of all the in- 
struments in the orchestra. Colour-is only 
one of the instruments in the orchestra, and 
its part has to be designed together with 
others, The device of contrast to produce 
visual interest is one that can be used more. 
The contrast of painted surfaces against sur- 
faces of natural materials. such as wood, 
brick and stone. The contrast of smooth 
textures against rough textures. The contrast 
of bright colours and dull colours. The 
contrast of pale colours and dark colours. 
The contrast of colours and neutrals. The 


contrast of small-scale pattern agai 

scale pattern. We have to decide. ba 
large-scale pattern and where small-scale 
pattern is appropriate. We have to decide 
whether the effect of pattern is to be a tickle 
or a bold punch. There is also the contrast 
in levels of illumination and qualities of 
light. This design scope is vast and is in- 
sufficiently appreciated by many designers. 
Too many of us use only the middle octaves 
in the scale, so to speak, and are frightened 
by the warnings of danger sounded by tech- 
nical experts if we go to extremes. How- 
ever, we shall not achieve visual interest in 
our buildings until we, as architects, are able 
to use the whole scale from the smoothness 
of glass to the roughness of stone, from the 
darkness of deep shadow to the brightness 
of the sun, from the delicacy of pink to the 
boldness of scarlet, from the blackness of 
black to the whiteness of white. 

Having (mentally, at any rate) achieved 
this freedom, you on the lighting side will 
quite rightly hedge us in with warnings and 
say this freedom is dangerous. I realise it 
is dangerous, but it is essential for good and 
interesting design. I know I must grade my 
brightnesses on window walls, and that I 
must grade my brightnesses round chalk- 
boards and other centres of visual attention. 
I know that I must avoid excessive con- 
trasts in these places, or I shall suffer from 
glare, or I shall find attention on a particu- 
lar object difficult and uncomfortable. How- 
ever, all interiors do not consist of these 
conditions, and the size scale of contrasting 
elements must be considered. The smaller 
the elements the stronger can be the colour 
or light and shade pattern contrasts. The 
permissible, and I think visually important, 
contrasts between the light and shade on 
radiators, louvres, venetian blinds, per- 
forated materials, are far greater than the 
limits that should be prescribed for contrasts 
between areas of wall between windows and 
the windows themselves. I feel that bright- 
ness limitations should not only be related 
to size, but also to position in a room, and 
the kind of room or space. Stronger con- 
trasts are permissible, and I think are more 
valuable, at low level in a room than at 
high level, just as they are more justifiable 
in entrance halls and circulation areas than 
workrooms and teaching-rooms. Please do 
not think I am encouraging architects to take 
an irresponsible attitude to “ brightness 
engineering.” I only want to emphasise the 
fact that there are many different situations 
in a building to be exploited, and our build- 
ings will be very dull, as most are, if we 
apply the same criteria to all situations. 


Exploitation of Contrasts 


I should like to continue this plea for the 
sensible exploitation of contrasts for the 
sake of visual interest in design into 
the field of daylighting. In rooms or spaces 
where good vision is of prime importance 
the architect, with the help of the lighting 
engineer, must of course deploy the light 
sources to ensure not only adequate 
illumination whenever required, but a 
balancing of sources to avoid brightness 
contrasts that will cause disability or dis- 
comfort. He must also realise the effect of 
these sources on the reflectances of colours 
he will be using. He must ensure that if 
any area is being preferentially illuminated, 
it is an area that requirés it. 

Having given first importance to good 





areas deliberately in shadow to heighten the 
effect of near-by spaces that are more 
brightly lit. 


Light and Shade Pattern 


It is clear that the design will have been 
worked out with a deliberate light and 
shade pattern in mind. It is important that 
the choice of colour should go further than 
merely preserving this light and shade 
pattern, but should help to express it more 
clearly than it would be expressed were all 
the surfaces white, when inter-reflections 
would tend to even out designed contrasts 
and the eye would wander with no foci to 
rest on. Therefore, we choose colours that 
reflect a high proportion of light on surfaces 
that are well illuminated and colours that 
reflect less light on less-well-lighted sur- 
faces. In this way the effect behind the 
design conception is clarified and heightened. 
It is in central areas of large communal 
spaces in schools where there is constant 
movement and activity that bright colours 
can justifiably be used. You are probably 
well aware of this tendency. 

This freeing up of colour use is fraught 
with danger. Bright colours can “ sing” 
provided they are insulated from one another 
by extensive areas of white or pale near- 
neutral colour. On the other hand, used in 
the way that one normally handles pale wall 
colours, they are hopelessly overpowering. 
With caréful treatment, therefore, these 
large central spaces can be stimulating by 
virtue of the staccato effect of bright 
colour accents. This is quite a different 
character from the more symphonic use of 
colours which blend together more gently 
and gives a character which is more appro- 
priate for working and domestic areas. We 
begin to see now the power of the colour 
weapon with its ability to make light sur- 
faces appear darker and dark surfaces 
lighter. We have, therefore, to examine our 
light and shade pattern and decide in each 
case what we want the colour to do with 
it. Do we want to express it more clearly 
or do we want to submerge it? Colour has 
to be controlled very carefully because it 
can work in two opposite directions and 
sometimes one direction is the right one and 
sometimes the other is. 

I have deliberately stressed the use of 
colour in sympathy to light and shade 
because colour is so often considered in 
terms of its ability to reduce contrasts or to 
correct conditions arising out of a design 
which otherwise would cause discomfort. 
When colouring existing buildings one is 
continually having to use colour with the 
object of correcting glare contrasts or 
reducing the appearance of ugly proportions 
and shapes. Speaking of the use of correc- 
tion by the use of colour reminds me of the 
effect of morning sunlight, mid-day sun- 
light, evening sunlight and north light, 
which some feel should be “corrected” in 
the colour scheme. What is the assumed 
ideal to which these effects should be 
corrected? As an ss to -_ 
buildings visually interesting, want 
exploit deliberately these gifts from nature. 
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The extent to which the colour scheme is 
being affected by decisions taken at the 


early-design stage is not realised sufficiently. 


We have already seen that decisions on 
lighting design affect the reflection factors 
of colours, but there are other factors at 
work, too. In positioning columns, doors, 
and partitions, and in designing and position- 
ing windows, one is designing the surfaces 
to which colour is to be later applied. One 
is, therefore, both imposing limitations on 
colour choice and creating opportunities for 
colour expression. The more one relies 
on colour for raising the daylight factor, the 
more the limitations on colour choice we 
are imposing. By leaving proportions of 
wall areas to chance or by not realising the 
effect of doors on wall proportions, one may 
be creating shapes which one would be loath 
to accent by strong colour, even though the 
position of the wall would justify strong 
colour. To be aware of these factors only 
at the end of a job when the colours are 
actually chosen is too late, and, as this is 
a common state of affairs, it is one explana- 
tion why one does not often see buildings 
where the colour and the form and the 
lighting are part of one conception. Do 
not let me give you the impression that I 
am being idealistic, because I do not think 
there is any necessity at all to choose 
colours at the early-design stage, so long as 
one realises that at this stage one is deter- 
mining its characteristics, particularly in 
terms of the reflectance of the colours, and 
that one may be creating formal conditions 
which prevent the best colour treatment 
being carried out. 

In designing a building we want to be 
sure we can change a colour where neces- 
sary. I suggest we cannot change colour 
without a change in plane, so some provision 
has to be made. In buildings of frame con- 
struction the regular expression of columns 
as pilasters divides the wall into a series of 
panels at any one of which colour changes 
can easily be made. Where walls are not 
so divided, there may be difficulties, and in 
these cases I think it is important to take 
the door frame up to the ceiling and have a 
fanlight or panel between the ceiling and 
the door transom at 6 ft. 6 in. In position- 
ing these doors one is, therefore, determining 
the proportions of rectangles to be coloured. 
Door frames that do not reach the ceiling 
give inverted “U ” shapes, and similar door 
frames at internal corners give inverted “ L ” 
shapes. Being sensitive about these shapes 
is comparatively unimportant where pale 
colours are used, because these shapes will 
not be emphasised. The use of strong 
colour, however, means that one has to be 
all the more careful about the proportions 
of areas on which they are used. I think 
that rectangles that are either very vertical 
or horizontal in proportion are less comfort- 
able when very clearly expressed by colour 
than near-square proportions. Therefore, 
in areas where it is known that strong 
colour is to be used, and adjacent to areas 
of concentration such as chalkboards, it is 
particularly important to avoid strange or 
uncomfortable proportions or one may be 
—* oneself from using the right 
colour. 





More Money for Roads 

The Roads Improvement Association have 
asked the Chancellor of the Exchequer to 
allot an additional £15 million to the road 
fund in his next Budget. With the normal 
contributions provided by the highway 
authorities this would permit an increased 
expenditure of nearly £20 million on road 
maintenance. 
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THE SAFETY. FACTOR IN CONSTRUCTION 
Mr. Anthony Gardner’s Paper at the Royal Society of Arts 


MP HAT it would be imprudent, without 

more information than is now available, 
to reduce safety margins in structural engin- 
eering work below their present levels was 
the conclusion drawn by Mr. G. ANTHONY 
Garpner, OBE, MiStructE, chief structural 
engineer, MOW, in a Cantor lecture on 
“The Safety Factor in Construction,” given 
at the Royal Society of Arts on February 23, 
and from which we take the following 
extracts. Mr. Gardner said :— 

The building of structures with a margin 
of strength over and above that necessary 
for the net stability of the structure in use 
has been the practice of engineers since the 
time when theoretical static mechanics began 
to evolve as a scientific approach to design; 
and, indeed, prior to that the idea of having 
something “in hand” was undoubtedly 
present in the minds of the constructors who 
built empirically. This exemplification of 
prudence is, of course, in line with the pre- 
cautions which we adopt in most other con- 
structive activities and is not a mental 
complex peculiar to structural engineers. We 
start off, therefore, with the idea that human 
caution suggests that in any structure we 
should have a potential strength somewhat 
greater than that which is barely necessary 
when the structure is in normal use. 

This sounds delightfully simple and if our 
practical knowledge of metallurgy, our 
analytical skill and our qualities of materials 
and our workmanship were to an absolute 
standard we could adopt a safety margin 
of a few per cent., just to satisfy the philo- 
sophy of abstract caution. But when we 
come down to engineering as a practical art 
it is borne in upon us that the problem is 
beset with many difficulties. 

At a time like the present, when economy 
in the use of structural materials is impera- 
tive, we may say that the problem of the 
factor of safety takes on a political signifi- 
cance, and the engineer and physicist are 
required, as a matter of ethics, to push the 
margin to that minimum beyond which it 
would, in fact, be risky to go. 

Mr. Gardner went on to give illustrations 
of the complexity of the problem involved, 
and examined the two main divisions into 
which structures are classed: those of trussed 
formation and those of a portal type. He 
continued:— 

In general, we see that those rational 
hypotheses which have been found con- 
venient for rapid use in design tend to evolve 
structures which embody a degree of ultimate 
resistance which is greater than that repre- 
sented by the factor (itself approximate) 
which is implicit in our normal analytical 
approach along the general lines of rigid 
body statics and the theory of elastic deform- 
ations, provided always that the structure 
does not embody any features which are 
erroneously conceived. 


The Crux of the Matter 


And this brings us to the crux of the 
matter, namely the substitution of a load 
factor for a stress factor as a basis of design. 
In the one case we decide on some fraction 
of the yield strengths of the material and 
design the structure in accordance with the 
laws of elasticity, supposing that the struc- 
ture would just begin to evince signs of 
incipient failure if the loads and forces which 
it has been designed to carry were increased 
by the amount which the safety factor repre- 
sents; and in the other, from a knowledge 


of what ultimate loads and forces inter- 
related structural members various 
sectional forms and types can take, to design 
on the phenomena of incipient collapse, and 
apply a safety factor to that. 

This latter method is at present in its 
infancy in so far as general design is con- 
cerned, and its protagonists are working hard 
to develop its fundamentals into a modus 
operandi which the practising structural 
engineer can use umiversally. It is not 
possible to go into the pros and cons of the 
matter in a lecture of this nature, but for 
my own part I incline to the view, at present, 
that the plastic approach will make its 
greatest contribution as a means of inform- 
ing us as to what encroachments, if any, we 
can make on the present factors of safety 
in structures designed elastically. In this 
connection it may. be conceded that a struc- 
ture in use must be relied upon to respond 
elastically where fluctuating loads and forces 
are to be sustained, even if it may adjust 
itself plastically in the initial process of 
settling down to its job; and when we bear 
in mind the vast literature which has grown 
up around the elastic conception of the 
behaviour of structures and the experience 
based on this, which constitutes the mental 
approach of the practising engineer, it is 
borne in upon us that a change can only 
be the outcome of slow evolution and further 
experience. 


Other Factors 


So far we see, therefore, that some smal! 
factor must be used in connection with our 
design methods as such, and that the precise 
value of this factor is rather indeterminate 
and variable, and we must now consider a 
number of other factors which have to be 
taken into account relating to materials, 
workmanship and variations in loading. 

We may enumerate the categories to be 
insured against as follows, namely:— 

1. Those fundamental limitations in 
our theoretical approach which | have 
already touched on; 

2. Approximations of weights and 
other forces; 

3. Approximations and errors in the 
computation of loads and forces; 

4. Approximations in assessing the con- 
ditions under which parts of a structure 
interact one with another; 

5. Approximations and errors in mathe- 
matical computations; 

6. Faults in materials; and 

7. Faults in workmanship and erection. 
All of these must be-taken into account 

as items which it would be foolish to Jcave 
out of our reckoning as guarantors of public 
safety, and the intrinsic difficulty is to know 
what precautionary value to attach to <ach. 
We have found from a wealth of experence 
that working on the elastic basis of deforma- 
tions and using design stresses which are 
some 60 to 70 per cent. of the yield stresses 
of the materials, that signs of failure r 
not apparent; in other words, that an elastic 
stress margin of round about 35 per ccat 
covers all the above items. This gives ¥S 
a round average of 5 per cent. error In er 
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likely have a stress implication considerably 
in excess of 5 per cent. Such an excess 
could arise from an incomplete investigation 
of the degree of restraint at the ends of a 
strut. whereby the virtual length of the strut 
js taken at too favourable a value, or in a 
neglect of some effect arising from 
the eccentricity of a joint, and such like; 
but these are matters which come within the 
preview of what we term good design and 
should not encroach much on their assigned 
safety factor in the hands of an experienced 
designer. By collecting information on the 
degree of ascertainable errors of approxi- 
mation in a wide range of workaday designs 
it would be possible by the theory of proba- 
bility to place a value on this factor instead 
of lumping it in with the general items, and 
in my view this would be a worthwhile task 
and ene which would yield useful results. 

Approximations in mathematical computa- 
tions should be amply covered by the mean 
5 per cent. and leave a margin to allow for 
small errors which cannot be ruled out 
entirely in the practical business of compu- 
ting literally thousands of values, and this 
is an item which could likewise be made the 
‘subject of a probability investigation. 

And lastly we come to faults in materials, 
workmanship and_ erection. Structural 
materials, controlled, as they are. by many 
British Standard Specifications, which include 
a full gamut of tests, are manufactured to 
very dependable limits, and in the case of 
mild steel, for example, serious faults in the 
manufactured structural sections as delivered 
to the fabricating shops are not common and 
are generally easily detected. The varia- 
tions in sectional dineniions of hot - rolled 
shapes may be appreciable, according to 
whether the rolls in the rolling mills are 
new or worn, but these variations tend to 
be controlled by the weight tolerances which 
are operative as between the purchaser and 
manufacturer and by the desire of such per- 
sons.as the works manager to avoid those 
troubles in fabrication which arise from such 
variations. A 4} in. slackness in depth in a 
rolled steel joist of 8 in. deep would, other 
sectional dimensions being equal, cause a loss 
of flexural efficiency of about 5 per cent., 
and here again we could arrive at lower 
limit values which could be used as definite 
reduction factors. 


Faults in Workmanship 

And then faults in workmanship must be 
reckoned with. These are of two kinds, one 
being imperfections inherent in the usual 
shop practice—in the machines used—and 
others due to sub-standard work. It must 
be remembered that the shop processes in @ 
structural steelworks are not of the precision 
type appropriate to mechanical engineering 
and that tolerances in fitting are rather in 
the realm of 100ths than 1,000ths of an inch. 
Members deemed to be straight may be 
somewhat in-winding and the fit of one part 
to another may not be dead true. Strains 
May be induced in the process of riveting 
or welding up the structures, and in general 
the average shop practice will be below what 
I might term Exhibition Standards. Holes 
out of alignment, loose rivets and imperfectly 
abuited parts are faults amenable to routine 
inspection and remedial measures, and in 
general the average standard is as high as 
the nature of the work permits; but some 
of these faults are liable to aggravation in 
site erection where plumbing and alignment 
and the riveting or welding of joints may 
have to be done during unfavourable weather 
conditions and from scaffolding or slung 
cradies. Again, we can only surmise that 


the 5 per cent. which our factor may be con- 
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sidered to include to cover the effects on 
stress which these items connote, is adequate 
to cover all cases. 

We may now return to our first considera- 
tion of the essential approximations in theory 
and note that, in relationship to shop prac- 
tice and the design of details, a number of 
further approximations are involved which 
affect stress distributions. These are chiefly 
related to stress variations in the region of 
rivet and bolt holes, which are not separately 
taken into account, whereby in parts in com- 
pression and shear the gross un-holed section 
is assumed and in parts in tension the stress 
is taken as uniform over the net section. 
In structures primarily subjected to static 
loading two well-known but practically 
indeterminate conditions are included in this 
respect, namely, the stress concentration at 
the margins of holes in tension members and 
a similar concentration of bearing stress 
assuming bearing to take place at the peri- 
phery of bolts and rivets; but in structures 
subjected to continual stress variations such 
as bridges, the effect of these “ stress-raisers” 
on fatigue is being given close attention, and 
design stress reductions are recommended in 
relationship to the number of stress cycles 
and the range of stress variation, whether 
a change of stress of the same kind or a 
reversal of stress ranging between tension and 
compression. 

These fatigue considerations become much 
more important in welded structures due to 
the greater ‘rigidity of welded joints in com- 
parison with riveted ones, and greater 
experience is needed before the effect of these 
things on the factor of safety can be deter- 
mined with more certainty. 


Need for Stock-taking 


When we weigh up the whole of the 
evidence, it is, I think, clear that, bearing 
in mind the practical aspects of the business 
of structural engineering, the margins of 
safety at present approximate to a limit 
beyond which it would be imprudent to pass 
without a systematic stock-taking of where 
we stand. It is my view that what is wanted 
is not so much a continual prosecution of 
analytical methods for the purpose of ascer- 
taining absolute values satisfying the dictates 
of strict scientific inquiry but a thorough pro- 
gramme of tests framed to check the margin 
between working loads and the onset of 
progressive failure in all kinds of structural 
members, and indeed complete structural 
frames, calculated, designed and fabricated 
to the standards which at present answer 
Our purpose. 

This is no easy matter and would need 
the fulltime attention of a complete staff of 
practising engineers, physicists, mathema- 
ticians, computors, laboratory assistants and 
mechanics, and would entail a large expendi- 
ture over a number of years: but I am con- 
vinced that such a set-up would bring very 
fruitful results and settle many of our 
queries. In order to make clear the dis- 
tinction which I have in mind let me, in 
conclusion, instance a specific case. 

A strut composed of two main members 
battened together is one of the most mathe- 
matically indeterminate parts of a structure 
but one which, with the increasing applica- 
tion of welding, will, I think, tend to be 
more and more employed. Its analytical 
complexity arises from an aggravation of the 
already rather complex nature of strut 
behaviour in general (a matter which could 
occupy us for several hours this evening), 
and it is hardly possible to devise a rational 
fundamental formula which would be of 
direct service in design. In consequence we 
fall back on certain quasi-rational rules of 
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I have not considered an 
accidental overloading either 
nate stacking of materials during the 
struction of a building or due to 
ing or vehicular accidents on the fini 
structure, nor for deterioration due 
sion, but a well-designed structure will 
take some such punishment and can be 
inspected and remedied subsequently — but 
this again has a bearing on the safety factor. 


THE USE OF SOLID FUEL 
A Coal Utilisation Council Survey 


A SURVEY of the ways in which solid 
fuel is used in British homes for heat- 
ing, cooking and hot-water supply is pub- 
lished by the Coal Utilisation Council.* 
survey was commissioned by the Council in 
the spring of 1952 and it was made inde- 
pendently by a research organisation. 
The subject matter was decided jointly 
by the Council, the National Coal Board, the 
Coal Merchants’ Federation of Great 
Britain, and the Co-operative Union, Ltd. 

Ninety-two investigators visited 2,050 
households, which were selected by ex- 
perienced statisticians so as to be an accurate 
cross-section of the population. 

In essence the survey sets out to show: 
(a) the extent to which different fuels are 
used for the main space heating in homes 
throughout the U.K.; (b) a detailed examina- 
tion of the use of solid fuel; the appliances 
in which it is used; its use for subsidiary 
heating; preferences under “free” supply 
conditions; (c) how hot water is obtained; 
differences in use and requirements in 
summer and winter; number of baths for 
which hot water is required weekly; attitude 
towards solid fuel for this heating; (d) fuet 
used for cooking and preferences under 
“free” supply conditions; (e) the extent to 
which modern solid fuel appliances are 
known, installed or wanted; (f) solid fuel 
storage capacity; attitude towards seasonal 
purchases; (g) the extent to which permitted 
maximum quantities are drawn short or are 
considered inadequate. 

On the subject of fuel storage, the survey 
states that only 42 per cent. of houses can. 
take at least one ton of coal at a time; 29 
per cent. between 11 cwt? and one ton; and 
24 per cent. not more than 10 cwt. Among 
coke users, 29 per cent. cannot take more 
than 5 cwt. at a time Remembering that 
many consumers have to store two kinds of 
fuel, the Coal Utilisation Council, in its 
interpretation of the survey which is given 
at the end of the report, suggests that these 
figures emphasise the need for better fuel 
storage accommodation in new houses, and 
under reconditioning schemes. 

* Available from the Council at 3, Upper Bel- 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Leasehold Reform 


ON February 18, in the House of Lords, 

Lorp Sixiw called attention to the 
recent statement of the policy of the Govern- 
ment on leasehold reform. He said that the 
Labour Party had declared itself definitely 
at the last election in favour of leasehold 
enfranchisement. Therefore, it could not 
accept the policy set out in the White Paper. 
The case presented by the Government 
tended to underestimate the intensity of 
feeling that existed. 

The question of rent was the key to the 
whole question. Leasehold enfranchise- 
ment on certain terms would be of no value 
at all to the tenant. If the price that the 
tenant had to pay represented the market 
price of the reversion, then it would be of 
no great value to him, except that he would 
have the opportunity of tuying the freehold. 
But in the case of most tenants it would 
be quite impossible for them to purchase. 

On the other hand, it would be quite wrong 
to fix a price which was represented only by 
the ground rent and which took no account 
of the reversion of the property. He would 
have thought that the fair thing was to take 
some figure between the two. Similarly, he 
would submit that a fair and reasonable 
rent was a rent in between the two, aad, in 
his opinion, it should be the rent which 
would be payable, or which would have 
been payable, if the premises had been sub- 
ject to rent restriction. The White Paper 
suggested that at the expiration of the term 
the tenant should become a rent-restricted 
tenant under the Rent Restriction Acts, as 
regarded security of tenure; but his own view 
was that he ought also to be a rent-restricted 
tenant on the basis of something like the 
rent which he would have had to pay if he 
had been a tenant at a rack rent and a con- 
trolled rent. 

It did not seem just to many lessees of 
the working and lower middle classes that, 
when they had been paying ground rent, they 
should have to hand the property over to the 
ground landlord without any compensation 
for improvements, and probably in a 
condition that was equal to a new house. 
This country was one of the few countries 
that retained this system. 

The Government proposals meant that 
where a tenant of a ground lease was in 
occupation at the end of the term, he would 
have the right to become a statutory tenant 
thereafter. The Government had been 
somewhat vague about the rent which would 
have to be paid and tenants should know on 
what principle the rents would be deter- 
mined. The Government should define the 
principle a little more precisely. Why could 
the Government not say that at the expiration 
of the terms of a lease, the rent should have 
a definite relationship to the rateable value? 
The repair covenants were also a source of 
anxiety. There was the obligation on the 
tenant at the end of a long lease to put 
back the premises, in effect, to the céndition 
in which they had been 99 years ago. 

It was unreasonable to expect that a house 
which was 99 years old should be restored 
to the condition in which it had been before 
the beginning of the lease. The Government 
should see whether something could not be 
done to compensate tenants for the improve- 
ments effected to premises, thus encouraging, 
and not discouraging, them from making 
such improvements. 

Lorp MESTON congratulated the Govern- 
ment on having decided to tackle this difficult 
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problem. He was glad they had decided to 
reject the enfranchisement of leascholds 
altogether. The Rent Restriction Acts might 
be necessary, but they were an abomination 
of desolation. They should have been 
abolished years ago, and the business of 
determining fair rents for all properties 
should have been confided to fair rent 
tribunals with a right of appeal on fact and 
on law to the High Court. 

Lorp MANcrorT, Lord-in-Waiting, replying 
for the Government, explained that the pur- 
pose of the Leasehold Property Act, and the 
Long Leases (Scotland) Act Extension Bill 
was to extend until December 25, 1954, two 
temporary measures introduced by the last 
Government, which were originally designed 
to stay alive for two years only. They came 
into operation on June 24, 1951. The effect 
would be that any lease extended by the 
1951 Act would automatically continue 
until December, 1954. Any long lease which 
would expire before midsummer of this year 
and Christmas of next year would 
automatically be continued until Christmas, 
1954, provided that the conditions of the 
1951 Act still prevailed. The Government 
presented the Bill to the House with 
reluctance, and would have preferred to pro- 
duce some more permanent measure. But 
to try to amend the 1951 Act, instead of just 
extending it, would, undoubtedly, have pro- 
duced a great deal of hardship and much 
confusion. It would be _ extraordinarily 
difficult, in fact a draftsman’s dream— 
(Earl Jowitt—A nightmare!)}—to produce 
the permanent Bill. But, meanwhile, the 
general policy could be thoroughly thrashed 
out, and they might eventually be able to 
produce an agreed measure. The Bill would 
be introduced into Parliament next session. 


The reason why the Government had taken 
the attitude which they had about leasehold 
enfranchisement was because they thought 
it was practically not possible. The proposals 
put forward in the White Paper were 
eminently reasonable. There was nothing 
in the legislation which they were submitting 
which could be of the slightest assistance or 
encouragement to a grasping, greedy, or bad 
landlord, and nothing to give encouragement 
to a negligent or untrustworthy tenant. In 
both cases it sought to assist the reasonable 
man. The temporary Bill was the pill they 
now had to swallow in order eventually to 
enjoy the jam which was included in the 
White Paper. 


THE Eart OF SELKIRK, Lord-in-Waiting, 
said that Scotland also had a White Paper, 
and a report which had made it abundantly 
clear that what had been found in Scotland 
had very little bearing on the position in 
England. 

The Lorp CHANCELLOR said that the White 
Paper showed how cogent were the argu- 
ments against leasehold enfranchisement. If 
they attempted to base any general principle 
or policy of the law upon hard cases it 
would be the supreme example of hard cases 
making bad law. It was clear that the 
long lease system, which involved a freehold 
reversion which, in good time, would revert 
to the landlord, was one which was accept- 
able to the Socialist Party. How then could 
they put in their programme leasehold 
enfranchisement as an item on which they 
were going to fight? In the sphere of land- 
lord and tenant it was important that they 
should meet as far as possible, and for this 
purpose it was essential to get out of the 
way this leaning back towards the idea of 
leasehold enfranchisement. If there was 
anything that could be done to mitigate par- 





he di He assured the 
House that there was no aspect of the law 


At the conclusion of this debate the Lease- 
hold Property Act and Long Leases (Scot- 
land) Act Extension Bill was read a second 
time after a short discussion. 


Flood Damage to Houses 

In the House of Commons on February 19, 
during a debate on flood damage, Mr. 
MACMILLAN, the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government, said that something like 
21,000 houses had had a greater or less 
degree of flooding. Many of these were 
rapidly becoming fit for occupation again. 
They were being reoccupied when the local 
authority decided that it was right and proper 
for the people to go back again, but they 
were going back fairly quickly. The local 
authorities had been authorised to do the 
first-aid repairs and make the houses habit- 
able. The Ministry had sent out a circular 
stating that the Treasury would pay 100 
per cent. on all work necessary to make the 
houses habitable. Reimbursement would be 
in full, but of course there might be repairs 
difficult to define exactly. For instance, what 
was the first-aid repair that was necessary 
to make a house habitable? He thought 
it better not to define it too closely, but 
to take rather a generous view of it. Of 
course, after the first-aid repairs, even on 
the broadest interpretation, there must be 
redecoration and things like that necessary 
in many of the houses. Some of these would 
be covered by insurance and would be done 
as the insurance was paid. Others which 
were not covered by insurance would 
properly draw upon the Lord Mayor’s Fund. 

He was told that about 500 houses were 
destroyed. There might be another 200 or 
300 which, because they were coming 10 
the end of their life, might not be worth 
repairing. Therefore, purely from the hous- 
ing point of view, sad as it was to lose that 
many houses, it was no t loss when 
they remembered that they were building 
at the rate of 20,000 houses a month. Indeed, 
from the housing point of view, much more 
serious was the possible diversion of material 
to other needs—these long-term needs —and, 
of course, some loss of productivity through 
the work of some of the great cement fac- 
tories being stopped. . 

Responsibility for dealing with the dis- 
placed persons would be with the housing 
authorities. He had no doubt that they 
would place these people immediately 0 
the housing list and would do their best 
to find them houses in their areas. He did 
not believe that it would be beyond the 
capacity of the authorities. In some ©25S 
owner-occupiers might wish to make ar:ang* 
ments for rebuilding, and, of course, ‘hey 
had the free right to do so under the sysi¢™ 
of licensing. And, if they wanted to build 
la than 1,000 sq. ‘t. 10 
sure the tocal 
authorities would give permission. If ii v5 
quite beyond ihe eagndiey of the housing 
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authority to rehouse these families within 
a reasonable time, he would certainly give 
consideration to the requisitioning of any 
empty houses that might be available. 


Land Sales 


On February 18, Mr. Peter Lecu asked 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment whether he would give an assurance 
that owners who sold land by agreement to 
public authorities at existing use value would 
not be treated less favourably in the matter 
of compensation than those whose land had 
been compulsorily acquired. 

Mr. MACMILLAN replied in the affirmative. 
No distinction would be made between those 
who sold by agreement and those whose 
land was bought under compulsory powers. 
The Government proposed to pay all owners 
who had sold land to a public guthority at 
existing use value ‘the full amount of any 
claim admitted for payment from the £300m. 
fund. Where the claim covered a larger 
area than was acquired, the appropriate 
part of the claim would be paid. This 
applied to all sales effected before the 
coming into operation of the legislation 
which the Government planned to introduce 
next session. 


Inspection of Houses . 


On February 17, Mr. SWINGLER asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
what were his regulations concerning the 
inspection by local authorities of houses 
being built under private licence while they 
were in course of construction. 

Mr. MarPLes, who replied, said that the 
Minister had made no regulations on this 
matter, but he was sending the hon. member 
a copy of Circular 93/52, in which he would 
find a recommendation that the amount of 
supervision exercised should be equivalent 
to that laid down in the scheme operated 
by the National House Builders’ Registra- 
tion Council. Apart from this, local 
authorities had a statutory duty to see that 
local building by-laws were complied with 
and normally made at least four inspections 
for this purpose. : 


Green Belt Policy 


On February 17, Mr. GRAEME FINLAY 
asked the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government whether he was aware that the 
Essex County Council, having withdrawn 
the decision from the Epping Rural District 
Council which exercised delegated planning 
functions, had now granted planning per- 
mission for the erection of 270 houses on 
264 acres of land at Theydon Bois, adjoining 
Epping Forest in the Green Belt, contrary 
to their own Essex County Development 
Plan for which they were now seeking his 
confirmation; and what steps he would take 
to protect London’s Green Belt from +his 
substantial erosion. *° 

Mr. MarpLes said that the Minister 
understood that the County Council took the 
view that the use of this site, which was 
surrounded on three sides by houses, 
amounted to no more than a rounding off 
of existing development; and he did not 
think that he should intervene. The Essex 
Development Plan had not yet been sub- 
mitted to him. 


The Cost of Building 

On February 17, Mr. HAMILTON asked the 
Minister of Works by what percentage did 
building costs increase in Scotland in 1952 
as compared with 1951; and what were the 
corresponding percentage increases in each 
of the last six years. 
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Mr. Eccies said that estimates of the 
changes in building costs between 1946 and 
1949, averaged for Great Britain as a whole 
for all types of work, were included in the 
Working Party’s Report on Building pub- 
lished in 1950. Estimates had been made 
by his Department by the same method to 
cover the succeeding years. The figures were 
as follows :— 


Percentage change in costs over 
previous year 


1947 + il Published in the 
1948 + 7 Working Party 
1949 — 1 Report 
1950... tet me ee 

: | aan oh xe + 18 } Ministry of Works 
1952 + 8 


Separate figures did not exist for Scotland, 
but there was no reasen to suppose that 
there was any very marked variation between 
Scotland and the rest of Great Britain. 


Farm Land Lost to Housing 


On February 20 Mr. Ho itis called atten- 
tion to the loss of fertile agricultural land 
to development and moved a motion calling 
on the Government to take every step within 
their power to minimise the loss. He said 
that the Government were prepared to lose 
agricultural land at a rate of four or five 
times what had been lost in the past. The 
building of houses was important, but where 
that took place outside existing building 
areas it should, if possible, not be on agricul- 
tural land. We were coming to a time when 
it would be necessary to consider how many 
houses were needed in this country. Our 
people were unique in having a reluctance 
to live in flats, but that was a prejudice we 
could not afford to maintain. Town dwellers 
should not be expected to live in congested 
conditions, but more attention should be 
paid to schemes which enabled people to 
live above the smoke and noise of the towns. 


Mr. ASHTON, in seconding, referred to the 
effects of the L.C.C.’s Greater London Plan 
on Essex. He said that this plan might result 
in the population of Essex being increased 
by 200,000. There were the two new towns 
of Harlow and Basildon, with a population 
of 150,000, and this meant an increase of 
population in Essex, which had already borne 
its fair share of the overspill from London, 
of about 23 per cent. In preparing the plan 
for Essex someone overlooked the need for 
water, and a reservoir was now being built 
at Chelmsford on about 1,000 acres of fair 
agricultural land. Under the present plan 
about 40,000 acres of land would be taken 
out of production for housing, schools, roads 
and minerals. Was London for ever to 
extend more ferociously eastwards? Barking 
and Ilford had been built on some of the 
most fertile land in the country. 

Mr. Gopper said that space could be 
saved by building multi-storey schools. If 
the one-stor¢y habit went, schools could be 
built on a much smaller area than at present. 


Mr. ALLAN said that homes could be pro- 
vided for people on the waiting lists of the 
brick-locked boroughs of London, without 
going to the urban areas to build, by erect- 
ing large, high blocks of flats of 12 to 15 
storeys. 

Mr. MarpLes, Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment, said that the Government would accept 
the motion. The total of agricultural land 
in England, Wales and Scotland was 
55,085,100 acres, of which 21,809,200 were 
good land, 14,811,200 medium land and 
18,464,700 poor land. The land which was 
built on totalled 1,256,900 acres which 
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dissatisfaction. But he hesitated to promise 
that anything would be done because the 
Government had to make a _ collective 
decision and could not have these 

in public. He promised to look into the 
costs incurred by private objectors appearing 
at local inquiries and that, if it was possible, 
something would be done. The attention of 
local authorities would not only be directed 
to semi-detached houses, but also to terraced 
houses, which used much less land. There 
had been a change of policy in the building 
of one-storey schools after the war. The 
Ministry of Education had considerably 
reduced demands on fand. 

The overspill in the London area was one 
of the most serious problems in the South 
of England. The L.C.C. and other authori- 
ties were faced with the fact that London 
could not remain a decent place to live in 
unless it was thinned out to some extent. 
Plans were before the Minister now, but 
there could be no escape from the need 
for decentralisation. Essex had already 
taken a lot of this overspill, and London 
communications lay more to the north than 
the south, and further moves in the shape 
of new towns and extended towns were to 
Hertfordshire rather than Essex. 

Local authorities were becoming more 
accustomed to the idea of the 14-storey 
block of flats where large numbers of 
could be housed, leaving more land for 
agriculture and sports fields. The L.C.C. 
proposed to build such a block at Roechamp- 
ton under its next development. Such flats 
could be just as useful in the country, pro- 
vided they fitted in with the landscape. He 
thought there would be a certain amount 
of controversy on the High Paddington 
scheme before it was passed, but he hoped 
the nation would become a [ittle more fiat- 
minded. That was something on which they 
must educate public opinion. must 
educate it to show, as they had done at 
Harlow, that flats were worth living in. 

The motion was agreed to. 


School Building 

On February 20, on the motion for the 
adjournment, Mr. KINo raised the question 
of the school-building programme. He said 
that under the Labour Government there 
had been an expanding school-building pro- 
gramme, but the present Government had 
imposed a ban of three to four months on 
new school-building, and had severely 
reduced the local education authorities’ pro- 
posed plan for 1952-53. 

Mr. PickTHORN, Parliamentary Secretary 
to the Ministry of Education, said it was 
the intention of the Government that the 
school-building programme should provide 
for the increasing mumber of children at 
school and for the complication of the largely 
increased. numbers of families moving into 
the new housing estates. About ten per cent. 
more work on major school was 
done in 1952 than in 1951, and in they 
reasonably expected ten per cent. more than 
last year. 
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Building Workers Called Up 


On February 17, Sim WALTER MONCKTON, 
Minister of Labour, told Mr. Emrys Hughes 
that it was estimated that in 1952 the number 
of building trade workers employed on hous- 
ing work who were called up for national 
service was 11,000, of whom 1,200 were from 
Scotland. 


Scottish Hospital Building 

On February 17, in reply to Mr. Manuel, 
CoMMANDER GALBRAITH said that the pro- 
visional building programmes submitted by 
regional hospital boards in Scotland for 1953 
included 98 projects costing more than 
£10,000 each. All these projects had been 
approved in principle, and work had already 
started on 57 of them by the end of 1952. 
He could not yet estimate how many of 
the remaining 41 projects would be actively 
commenced in 1953. 


Fuel Economy 


On February 9 Mr. NaBarro asked the 
Minister of Fuel and Power what arrange- 
ments he had now made to encourage 
production of solid-fuel-burning domestic 
appliances with new standards of perform- 
ance based on achieving a room efficiency of 
40 per cent. with coal; to mark such appli- 
ances; and to produce high-efficiency open 
fires of utility pattern capable of easy 
installation in existing fire openings and with 
convection heating and a restricted throat, 
in accordance with recommendations 2, 3 
and 6 and paragraphs 138 and 143 of the 
Report of the Ridley Committee on National 
Policy for the use of Fuel and Power 
Resources. 


Mr. GEOFFREY LLoyp said he was glad 


to say that the manufacturers were already 
at work on these new designs. The so-called 
“room efficiency” standards had not yet 
been evolved but he was advised that it might 
be possible to relate these to the present 
“test bench” standards. These were being 
revised and raised and when this had been 
done, the question of marking appliances 
could be decided. 


Factery Building in Scotland 

On February 5, in reply to Mr. Hamilton, 
Mr. PETER THORNEYCROFT, President of the 
Board of Trade, said the new factory build- 
ing started in Scotland was as follows :— 


Year Area Value 
sq. ft. £ 

1947 hs a ... 5,230,072 7,476,886 
1948 ha ot ne 955,240 1,596,514 
1949 su eds ... 3,471,539 17,459,639 
1950 ae kik ... 1,774,080 3,055,183 
1951 it oka ... 3,449,512 10,037,534 
1952 ms ne - 949,731 2,303,067 


These figures related to new factories and 
extensions to existing factories of 5,000 sq. ft. 
and over. The value was the cost of the 
work as estimated at the date of issue of the 
Industrial Development Certificates. In 
most cases estimated costs excluded plant 
and machinery; for certain major schemes, 
however, the estimated costs included in the 
table covered both buildings and plant. The 
table was based on information available 
up to December 31, 1952. 

On February 19, Mr. HaMiLton asked 
the President of the Board of Trade how 
much ‘new factory building was started in 
development areas and non-development 
areas respectively in Scotland in 1952. 

Mr. Peter THORNEYCROFT said that in 
1952 23 new projects, representing an area 
of 718,000 sq. ft., were started in develop- 
ment areas, the figures for the rest of Scot- 
land being 16 and 232,000 respectively. 
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Crofters’ Houses 

On February 10 Mr. Grimonp asked the 
Secretary of State for Scotland if he would 
take steps to extend grants available for 
the erection of private houses to cover new 
houses built by crofters or by other private 
individuals, subject to the approval of the 
local authorities and his Department. 

Mr. Stuart said that grants were already 
available under the Agriculture (Scotland) 
Act, 1948, for houses for crofters in the 
Highlands and Islands who were land- 
holders or cottars in terms of the Small 
Landholders Acts, and under the Housing 
(Scotland) Act, 1952, for houses for members 
of the agricultural population generally. 


Dover House, Whitehall 


On February 10 Major ANSTRUTHER- 
Gray asked the Minister of Works what 
progress was being made at Dover House, 
Whitehall; and whether he could forecast 
the date when the Scottish Office would 
return there. 

Mr. Ecctes said that plans were being 
prepared and the work should start in the 
summer, but the extensive structural repairs 
which were necessary might take as long as 
two years. 


FLOOD-DAMAGED HOUSES 


TDA’s Advice on Treatment of 
Woodwork 


THE TIMBER DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION 
have written to Sir David Maxwell Fyfe, the 
Home Secretary, offering to co-operate with 
other organisations in drawing up a guide to 
householders and local authorities on the 
best methods of mitigating flood damage. 

The Association’s chief scientific officer 
emphasises that all timber should be 
thoroughly dried as decay will only attack it 
when it is damp. “If the following simple 
measures are taken at the earliest oppor- 
tunity,” he says, “there should be no danger 
of dry rot.” 

His advice is: Thorough washing with 
fresh water is the only practical measure to 
remove salt water from wood and other 
materials. Some of the more powerful house- 
hold detergents can be used to accelerate the 
washing down. If wood and rough-finished 
cement are left to dry out without washing 
down, an objectionable efflorescence of salt 
is likely to occur, damaging any surface 
finish. 

Oil-bound paints offer good resistance to 
salt passing into the wood, but if penetra- 
tion has occurred it is useless to paint over 
the wood while some salt remains. Old 
paint should be removed as soon as possible, 
and if the wood is left with good ventilation 
— — r end of the summer, it should 

possible to have all the repainting i 
by September Painting in hand 
floor coverings, particularly linoleum, 
soaked by the water should be lnimedieuiy 
removed, washed with fresh water and dried. 
Coverings should not be replaced until the 
wood is thoroughly dry. Where practicable 
one or two floor boards where they run 
alongside the skirting should be taken up 
to assist drying out of the timber and to 
permit any water remaining in the cavity 
below the ground floor joists to be removed. 
This should not be very difficult where floors 
of square-edged boards are concerned. Fires 
should be kept on as much as possible. 

Ventilating bricks under the ground floor 

should be cleared of debris and the apertures 


opened out if clogged, so as mote 
through draught. 2 — . 
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MOW WINTER LECTURES 


March Programme 


programme of _ Ministry i of Works 
lectures for March is as follows :— 

March 2.—“ Floor Finishes,” by W. J. Wariow, 

Selhurst-road, South Norwood, SE2s. 
7.0 p.m. 

March 3.—“ Essentials of Good Concreting,” by £. H. 
MacMillen, BSc{Eng), MICE. Public Library, Corpora. 
tion-street, Chesterfield. 7.15 p.m. 

March 3.—* The Building (Safety, Health and Welfare) 
Regulations, 1948,” by R. S. Moffett. Congregation 
Church Hail, 89, Broad-street, Reading. 7.15 p.m. 

March 3.—“* Good Practice in Plumbing,” by F. N. 
Shimmin, BSc(Eng), AMICE, Bodhyfryd Hall, Chester- 
road, Wrexham. 7 p.m. Also at the Free Library, 
Dolgelly, on March 4. 7 p.m. 


March 4.—** Some Factors Influencing the Performance 
of Woodworking Machinery,” by. P. Harris, BSc, 
AMIMechE. Technicai College, Manor Croft, Burton- 
on-Trent. 7.15 p.m. 

March 4.—“ Prestressed Concrete,” by F. Walley, 
MSc, AMICE. Technical College, Denzil-road, NW10. 
7.30 p.m. 

March 4.—“ Modern Practice in Town Planning,” 
by Hugh Lawson, BSc, AMICE. Police Assembly Room, 
Shakespeare-street, Nottingham. 7.15 p.m. 

March 5.—“ Good Practice in Plumbing,” by F. N. 
a BSc(Eng), AMICE. Guildhall, Cardigan. 

p.m. 

March’ 10.—“‘ The Thermal Insulation of Buildings,’ 
by C. S. Goyder. Municipal College (Building Depart- 
ment), Shelley Park, Boscombe. 7.15 p.m. 

March 11.—“ Design and Quality Control of Concrete 
Mixes,” by J. Runcie, AMICE. Kirby Secondary Gram- 
mar School, Roman-road, Middlesbrough. 7 p.m. 

March 11.—“ Essentials of Good Concreting,” by 


of Further Education, Accrington. 7.15 p.m. 

March 11.—*‘ Problems of Plastering and Rendering,” 
by E. L. E. Westbrook. County Technical College, 
Stoke Park, Guildford. 7 p.m. 

March 11.—* Increasing Output in House Building,” 
by A. E. Chittenden, DFC, BSc, AMICE. South East 
London Technical Institute (Building Department), 
Worsley Bridge-road, SE26. 7.30 p.m. 

March 11.—“ Heating and Heat Insulation,” by 
G. D. Nash, ARIBA. Hope Church Vestry, High-street, 
Merthyr Tydfil. 7 p.m. Also at the Central YMCA, 
Newport (Mon), on March 12. 7 p.m. 

March 12.—** Techniques and Devices for Improving 
Bricklaying Output,” by C. S. Thompson, AMI MechE. 
Technical College, School-street, Walsall. 7.15 p.m. 

March 16.—“ Essentials of Good Concreting,” by 
E. H. MacMillen, BSc(Eng), MICE, MiStructE. 
Municipal Technical College (Building Department 
Annexe), Hopw Halifax. 7.30 p.m. 
March 17.—* Lightweight Concrete,” by T. Whitaker, 
MSc, AMICE. YMCA, Connaught Halli, Blackett- 
street, Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 7 p.m. 

March 18.—“‘ The Thermal Insulation of Buildings,” 
by S. Richards. Medway Technical College, High- 
Street, Chatham. 7 p.m. 

March 18.—‘‘ The Importance of Timber in Building,” 
by J. Jowett. Municipal Technical College (Building 
Department Annexe), Hopwood-lane, Halifax. 7.30 p.m. 

March 18.—“ Essentials of Good Concreting,” by 
E. Woodwark, BSc. Maidstone Technical College, 
Tonbridge-road, Maidstone. 7 p.m. rf 

March 19.—“ Advantages of Thermal Insulation of 
Building Structures,” by E. W. Herrington, AMIMechE. 
yr pono College, Wulfruna-street, Wolverhampton. 

-15 p.m. 

March 20.—“ Good ice in Domestic Drainage,” 
by F, J. Crabb, BEng,MICE, Municipal Technica! Colles 
+ arp Department Annexe), Hopwood-lane, Halifax. 

-30 p.m. 

March 24.—“ Advantages of Thermal Insulation of 
Building Structures,” by J. C. Knight, AMIMechE- 
Scouts’ Hall, Warren-street, Tenby. 7 p.m. 

March 25.—* Concrete and Formwork,” by 
L. J. Murdock, MSc, PhD, AMICE. School of Building, 
North Staffs Technical College, Couldon-place, Stoke 
on-Trent. 7.15 p.m. 

March 25.—“ Advantages of Thermal Insulation of 
Building Structures,” by J. C. Knight, AMIMcchE. 
Central Cafe, Lianelly. 7 p.m. ‘is 

March -26.—** Housing Problems and the Arc) ‘ect, 
by F. Hedley, ARIBA. Technical College, Worki0st0®- 
7 p.m. 

March 26.—“ Advantages of Thermal Insula‘ion of 
Building Structures,” by J. C. Knight, AMI\cchE- 
YMCA, St. Helen’s-road, Swansea, 7 p.m. 

March 26.—“ Small Heating and Ventilating |0.‘#ll@- 
tions,” by A. M. Palmer, BSc, AMIMechE. Polyte 20 
High-road, Tottenham, N15. 7.30 p.m. 
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MAN AND THE 
LANDSCAPE 


London’s Rapid Expansion 


THE remarkable growth of London since 

Defoe’s day when one citizen in every 
ten in England and Wales lived in the capi- 
tal as against one in five to-day, was outlined 
by Proressor H. C. Darsy, M.A., in a 
paper on “ Man and the Landscape in Eng- 
land,” at a Town Planning Institute meeting 
on February 5. Professor Darby said:— 

As we sit here within this great mass, the 
artificial nature of our landscape is more 
than ever brought home to us. When we 
look at maps of London in the seventeenth 
century, we see how little of the mass then 
existed. Chelsea was a country village with 
about a thousand inhabitants. To the north, 
the Oxford Road ran between hedgerows; 
and, beyond, sportsmen ranged with guns 
and dogs over what is now Marylebone and 
Finchley, and a poet could contrast the 
golden silence of Islington with the turmoil 
of the Metropolis. And so we would go 
back beyond the Great Fire of 1666 to 
Chaucer’s London and then to the little 
Domesday villages of Tottenham and 
Stepney and Kensington and the like, with 
their ploughteams of oxen and the other 
appurtenances of medieval life. We might, 
with William Morris in 1868, “dream of 
London, small and white and clean.” But 
there is no going back except in imagination. 

A man’s treasure is never more valuable to 
him than when he is threatened with its loss. 
And, as the rural inheritance diminished, a 
growing awareness of its value became vocal. 
While the English landscape has grown 
largely from man’s necessities, some of it is 
the result of a conscious sense of pleasure. 
Not all the planting of the eighteenth 
century was for economic ends. Much of it, 
in the form of ornamental belts and decora- 
tive spinneys and clumps, had the object of 
enhancing the amenity of a locality; the 
landscape garden, moreover, came to form 
an important element in the English scene. 
And as the industrialisation of the nineteenth 
century rose to an ascendancy, this sense of 
ay was extended to the countryside at 
arge. 

In 1823, William Cobbett spoke of “ those 
miserable tracts of heath and fern and bushes 
and sand called Ashdown Forest and Saint 
Leonard’s Forest”; but in 1894 Lord 
Eversley could .describe Ashdown Forest as 

an exceedingly beautiful and valuable open 
space.” Conscience stirred itself to cham- 
Pion the non-economic motive. The forma- 
tion of the Commons Preservation Society in 
1865 was one of a number of symptoms, and 
the struggle for the preservation of open 
Spaces around London, and elsewhere in the 
realm, forms an interesting chapter in the 
history of the countryside during the latter 
Part of the nineteenth century. 


Discussion 


in the discussion which followed, Dr. 
THOMAS Suarp said he regretted that Profes- 
sor Darby had had so little to say about 
the aesthetic side of landscaping. Perhaps 
he himself (Dr. Sharp) had in his writings 
on the subject overstated the importance of 
the aesthetic impulses which had created the 
English countryside, but Professor Darby 
had gone to the other extreme. There was 
an cnormous amount of new landscape work 
to be done in Britain, particularly in the 
Maintenance of the landscape which was 
created in the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries, and if the réle assigned to man 





THE BUILDER 


in this connection was to be only an 
economic one, the beauty of England would 
perish in neglect and decay while we crept 
along ingloriously as economic men. 
_ Mr. J. R. James said his special interest 
in the paper was that the story underlying 
any landscape should always be appreciated 
as fully as possible by those who now had 
the responsibility for altering it. No land- 
scape was a superficial picture. It had depth 
and meaning. Each view revealed on the 
one hand a long geological and geomorpho- 
logical history and on the other a story of 
how man had adapted nature to his own 
ends, sometimes with pleasing beauty and 
sometimes with complete disregard for 
beauty. We would continue to find new uses 
to which our land must be put. That was 
an inevitable process. The choice we had 
was first, whether we were sensitive to the 
differences between one piece of land and 
another for our purposes, selecting the right 
piece for the right use; and, second, whether 
the lasting impression we were leaving or 
making on the landscape would leave to our 
children a graceful or disgraceful heritage. 
Mr. MELLor said that there was a lot of 
confused thought to-day about densities and 
saving a great deal of agricultural land. It 
had been stated that if densities in our urban 
areas were increased in certain instances it 
would only make a difference of one-tenth 
of one per cent. in the amount of agricultural 
land saved, yet other authorities said that 
there was a danger that in the next 20 years 
as much as 750,000 acres of agricultural land 
would be sacrificed—stretches equal to the 
combined areas of Bedfordshire and Hert- 
fordshire. This presented an almost terrible 
challenge to the planner. . 


Various schemes for increasing densities 
were before various authorities, notably one 
before the LCC. These appeared to give 
us tremendous advantages and by adopting 
them not only would we be able to save 
agricultural land but we would be able to 
a certain extent to bring the countryside 
within the towns again and he felt It was 
within the framework of the urban areas 
that planners could get closer to the prob- 
lems of land usage. 

Dr. WIBBERLEY (Ministry of Agriculture) 
said that Professor Darby had shown how 
what had happened since 1944 in this 
country in regard to the greater use of our 
land was repeating to a large extent what 
took place during the four previous cen- 
turies. 

Dr. WILLATTS questioned whether man 
had really been such a good landscape gar- 
dener as he had been made out to be. His 
opinion was that it was only between the 
mid-seventeenth and the mid-eighteenth cen- 
turies that he had really been creative in 
this country. He hazarded a guess that 
most of the beauty of the English landscape 
was due to spontaneous but excellent acci- 
dent. The arrangement of the hedgerows 
and trees was more due to the fact that it 
had a functional value to the farmer than 
because it was deliberately planned as a con- 
tribution to the scenery. 

Replying to the discussion, PROFESSOR 
Darpy expressed agreement with Dr. Sharp’s 
point about the importance of the aesthetic 
side of landscaping. He added that study 
of some detailed maps of England would 
show: that there had been a great deal of 
real landscape planning during the period 
1700 to 1820, although not all the landscap- 
ing thus revealed was done deliberately. 
Even outside this landscaping there must 
have been a great deal of small-scale plant- 
ing by farmers. 










MIDLANDS BUILDING 
EXHIBITION 


Some Recent Developments in the 
Industry 


QPENING the 1953 Midlands Building 
Exhibition at Bingley Hall, Birmingham, 
on February 18, Mr. Hersert J. MANZONI, 
CBE, MICE, the City Engineer and Surveyor, 
remarked on the courage of the exhibitors 
in coming along and displaying their latest 
ideas and products. “For such a long time 
now,” he said, “we have been unable to 
use them, but during this year we have had 
two very important pieces of news; anyone 
can now build up to £500 without a licence 
and you can now build yourself a house.” 
Exhibitors thus had a rea] object in showing 
the best ways of carrying out building tasks. 
The exhibition was not only useful to 
those connected with the building industry 
but was, he thought, also very useful to the 
general public, who would find great finan- 
cial benefit from a study of the various 
materials on show and the services offered 
by the exhibitors. 

Referring to the city’s large building pro- 
gramme, Mr. Manzoni said he was very 
happy to welcome the exhibition to Birming- 
ham at the present time and he wished it 
every success. 

The extent of Birmingham’s building 
programme and some of the work that has 
already been done in the city can be seen 
on their stand which consists of an excellent 
display of sketches and plans of proposed 
schemes and photographs of existing 
buildings. / 


Recent Products 


Although the exhibition is comparatively 
small, the quality of design of some of the 
stands is high and a number of new or 
recently introduced products are being 
shown. Among these are the “ Durador” 
flush door of Hills and Sons, Ltd., which is 
made up of a three-ply facing bonded to a 
core manufactured by a patented process 
and is claimed to sell at the same price as a 
panel door; and a wood casement window 
by the same company which is put through 
a “Toxic Dip” treatment giving it a number 
of additional qualities. Two new products 
shown at the exhibition for the first time 
are the “Baxtul” stonemason’s chiselling 
machine manufactured by the Flexible Drive 
and Tool Co., Ltd., as a further piece of 
equipment that can be used in some models 
of their vibrators, and the new fabricated 
“No-Bolt” double coupler exhibited by 
British Building and Engineering Appliances, 
Ltd. The new method of fabrication from 
steel plate is claimed to make the coupler 
stronger and lighter in weight. 

Two widely different recent developments 
which have already been described in The 
Builder are the Cowley automatic level and 
“ Nuralite,” a roofing material. The Cowley 
level, described in our issue of January 30 
last, is an instrument designed to provide a 
method of levelling that is simple to operate 
and suitable for all normal work. “ Nura- 
lite,” described in our issue of August 8 
last, is a material based on asbestos and 
bitumen which is claimed to be suitable for 
roofing, including church roofing, ridging, 
flashing and guttering. 
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two-stroke internal combustion engine. They 
have also improved their “Bengo” power 
rammer. 


The latest hydraulic bending machines 
manufactured by Hilmor, Ltd. are two 
portable models. The “Rotary” No. 2 is 
for gas and steam tube, whereas the 
“ Rotary” No. 3 is a universal machine for 
gas and steam, light-gauge copper and steel 
tube and electrical conduit. 


There are a number of other interesting 
exhibits at Bingley Hall and the exhibition 
should be greatly appreciated by those con- 
nected with the building industry in the 
Midlands as well as the house-needy public. 


LAW REPORT 


Enforcement Notice on Land Use 
Held to be Ineffective 


QUEEN’S BENCH DIVISION 
BEFORE MR. JUSTICE PARKER 


Swallow and Pearson v. Middlesex 
County Council 


Points of law concerning a notice under 
the Town and Country Planning Act, 1947, 
relating to the use of land at the rear of 
4 and 6, Nightingale-road, Wood Green, 
were argued before Mr. Justice Parker in 
the Queen’s Bench Division on February 10. 
Messrs, Swallow and Pearson (suing as a 
firm) had claimed from Middlesex County 
Council a declaration that they were entitled 
to use the land for joinery work and for the 
business of building contractors. They 
maintained that an “enforcement notice” 
served upon them by the Wood Green 
Borough Council in May, 1949, under the 
Act of 1947, requiring them to discontinue 
such use of the land, was bad. 


The County Council contended that the 
notice was a good one, and that if it was 
not, it was put right by notes which accom- 
panied it. For a substantial period, they 
said, the firm treated the notice as a good 
one. They applied for permission to con- 
tinue the use of the land, and appealed to 
the Minister of Town and Country Planning 
against refusal of permission, That appeal 
was dismissed. 


In those circumstances Messrs. Swallow 
and Pearson were now estopped‘from saying 
that the enforcement notice was a bad one. 
If it were held to be bad it would be impos- 
sible—the statutory time limit having 
expired—to serve an enforcement notice 
upon them. 


Mr. Justice Parker held that the notice 
did not comply with the requirements of the 
Act, under which it had to specify the period 
in which the user had to be discontinued; 
and the period at the expiration of which 
the notice itself had to take effect. The 
notice was clearly invalid. 


As to whether the firm were now estopped 
from saying that the notice was bad, his 
lordship held that they had not waived any 
irregularity and that they could not waive 
a requirement of the law which was for the 
public benefit. He did not think that any 
amount of so-called waiver or approbation 
could make a document which was patently 
and wholly invalid into a valid document, 
with the consequences that would follow. 

He therefore held that the enforcement 
notice was wholly ineffective and that Messrs. 
Swallow and Pearson were not estopped from 
saying so. 

Costs were awarded to Messrs. Swallow 
and Pearsan. 
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SLUM CLEARANCE AND 
SUBSIDIES 


The Influence of Free Enterprise 


“I AM GLAD to see from his recent speech 
that the mind of Mr. Macmillan is turning 
more and more to the possibility of slum 
clearance, said Mr. WILFRED HORSFALL, 
President of the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers. He was speak- 
ing at the annual general meeting of the 
South-Western Federation of Building 
Trades Employers, held at Bristol on Feb- 
ruary 24. Mr. Horsfall added: “ One of the 
lessons of the inter-war years is that local 
authorities are. unlikely to concentrate on 
this problem until subsidies are limited to 
houses built for slum replacement, and until 
the free enterprise housebuilder is enabled 
to make his full contribution. This was the 
position when, during the three years ended 
March 31, 1938, the free enterprise builder 
was putting up 1,000 houses every working 
day and local autiorities were replacing slum 
houses at the rate of 50,000 a year. By his 
forward policy since he became Minister of 
Housing, Mr. Macmillan has shown that he 
recognises the value of the free enterprise 
builders and I can assure him that the more 
he relies on them the greater will be their 
response and the sooner will a new slum 
clearance campaign be started.” 


NATIONAL PRESIDENT AND 
STRIKE BALLOT 


Threat to Housing Programme 


Mr. WILFRED HorsFALL, president of the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, said at the annual dinner of the 
North-Western Federation, held at Black- 
pool on February 20: “The decision of the 
representatives of the building trades unions 
to hold a ballot on whether there should be 
a strike or arbitration on the rejected claim 
for an,increase in wages of 6d. an hour is 
a very grave matter indeed. A strike can do 
nobody any good and even the threat of one 
is apt to undermine that team spirit which 
is essential if we are to meet the criticisms 
now being levelled at the industry of low 
production and high costs. 


“In all seriousness, I ask our friends the 
operatives when casting their votes to bear 
two points in mind. First, that the 2d. per 
hour recently granted under the cost-of- 
living scale and the second week’s holiday 
with pay have kept wages and conditions in 
the building industry in line with those of 
other industries, and secondly, that even 
one day’s strike would mean the loss of 
about £54m. worth of building work, includ- 
ing more than 900 houses.” 


PLANNING IN DETAIL 
A Reminder to Architects? 


SPEAKING at the LMBA Administrative 
Council recently (reported in our last issue), 
MR. GERALD HI, President, mentioned that 
his firm (Messrs. Higgs and Hill, Ltd.) had 
issued to architects a card on which were 
printed extracts from the Building reports. 
The extracts are:— 


“The highest degree of efficiency cannot 
be produced in any building operation of 
considerable size unless it is planned in 
detail before work is commenced: The 
builder should have complete working draw- 
ings before he prepares his programme. It 
is the architect’s responsibility to see that 
these are prepared and, if necessary, to 
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impress upon his client the advisability of 
not starting work until they are ready.”— 
From the Working Party's Report on the 
Building Industry, May, 1950. 

“It was emphasised to the Team in the 
strongest terms by both architects and cop- 
tractors that the early supply of complete 
and detailed information is a fundamental 
factor in securing speed of construction.”— 
From the Building Productivity Team's 
Report of a visit to the USA, May, 1950. 


BRIXTON SCHOOL OF BUILDING 
Arrangements for Open Week 


AN EXHIBITION of students’ work will be 
on view at L.C.C. Brixton School of Build- 
ing from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. on each day from 
March 2 to March 6 inclusive. Separate 
exhibits will illustrate the scope of studies 
in building, structural engineering, arehitec- 
ture and surveying, and students of these 
departments will be seen at work in labora- 
tories and studios. 


Craft apprentices and other students of 
the college will be seen at work in the work- 
shops where there will also be demonstra- 
tions of students’ work in brickwork, 
masonry, and wall and floor tiling, carpentry, 
joinery and woodcutting machinists work, 
plastering, plumbing and mastic asphalt 
work. 


The Architectural studios at Horsford- 
road, Brixton Hill, S.W.2, and the Building 
Trades Department at Barrington-road, East 
Brixton, S.W.9, will also be opened to 
visitors during the same period. 

A guide to the exhibition may be obtained 
from the secretary of the school at Ferndale- 
road, S.W.4. 


RAPID BUILDING AT COVENTRY 
800-House Contract Over a Year Ahead 
of Schedule 


Wuart is thought by the contractors may 
be a national building record is likely to be 
set up this year at the Tile Hill Neighbour- 
hood Unit ‘site, where Coventry City Archi- 
tect’s Department has on hand a total of 
1,049 “no-fines” houses being built by 
George Wimpey and Co.,Ltd, The contract for 
the erection of these buildings, a three-year 
one, does not expire until May 21, 1954, but 
if the present rate of work is maintained the 
contractors wiJl beat the schedule by more 
than a year. 


A spokesman for the contractors said: 
“We have finished 800 houses and flats and 
have another 249 to do. We should finish 
them by the end of March, which wil! meao 
the completion of a three-year contract m 
22 months. We think it will be a national 
record,” 


The late Mr. H. B, F oll 

The death took place on February 20 9 
Mr. H. B. Fergusson, MINA, MIMechE, 
senior director of Messrs. G. A. Harvey and 
Co. (London), Ltd. Educated as a mining 
engineer, Mr. Fergusson, after varie! and 
widespread experience im engimecrins % 
velopments in Canada, North Russ): (i 
charge of the North Murmansk railway) 
Germany and South America, joined ~~ 
G. A. Harvey in 1933, being appointed ‘0 
one in 1938. He a a ee = ie 
refinery equipment in this country. 
Memoriam Requiem will be held « th 
Church of the Immaculate Concep'!0?- 
Farm-street, Mount-street, Wi, at |! 2.™- 
to-day (Friday, February 27). 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


New Inventions 


An exhibition of modern inventions and 
new ideas is being held at the Central Hall, 
Westminster, SW1, until February 28. Its 
displays include such items as furniture and 
building sundries. Admission to the exhi- 
bition, open 11 a.m. to 9.30 p.m. daily, is Is. 


Development Plan Inquiry 

Objections relating to Bermondsey as well 
as those for Hackney, Stoke Newington, 
Shoreditch and Bethnal Green will begin to 
be heard at 10.30 a.m. on March 2, at the 
inquiry into objections to the development 
plan for the County of London. 


Report on Grant 


A review of the Exchequer Equalisation 
Grant was made by a working party of 
treasurers of county borough councils not 
receiving the grant. Their report has been 
published by the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government and is obiainable from 
the Stationery Office. 


New Towns Film 


A colour film of London’s New Towns 
was shown at the Planning Centre (head- 
quarters of the Town and Country Planning 
Association) on February 25. Made by Mr. 
John Chear, who is hon. treasurer of the 
Royal Photographic Society, the film brings 
out the different ideas of layout of houses 
and shopping centres at work in the new 
towns. 


Steel Surplus 


A world-wide surplus of steel was fore- 
cast in Sydney on February 18 by a British 
manufacturer of steel products, W. A. de 
Vigier, managing director of the Acrow 
Engineering Co., Ltd., London. He said 
that his opinion was based on the fact that 
in recent months there had been a halt in 
the demand for steel, while output in steel- 
making countries continued to rise. He 
added that already there had been a sub- 
stantial drop in steel prices. 


Corrosion Testing 


A course of six evening lectures on 
corrosion testing will commence at the 
Northampton Polytechnic, St. John-street, 
London, E.C.1, on March 18. Titles of the 
lectures are: “ General Principles of Corro- 
sion Testing” (March 18), “Preparation of 
Specimens” (March 24), “Atmospheric 
Corrosion of Uncoated Metals” (April 14), 
“Immersed Corrosion of Uncoated Metals ” 
{April 21), “ Tests for the Selection of Pro- 
tective Coatings ” (April 28), “Assessment of 
Corrosion” (May 5). 


“ Daily Mail” House Plans 


For the third successive year, the “ Daily 
Mail” has produced a book of House Plans 
to coincide with the opening of the “ Daily 
Mail” Ideal Home Exhibition at Olympia 
on March 3. The book, priced at 2s. 6d., 
gives plans, photographs and drawings of 
homes to rent, build and buy. In its 64 
pages are included those on show at 
Clympia from the Ministry’s two- and three- 
bedroom houses to the Davis and Unity 
homes. In addition there are seven other 
modern elevations to satisfy the home 
seeker. The book contains many useful 
articles on such subjects as conversions from 
Stable to cottage; gas, electricity and heating 
in the home; the garden; and new life for 
old homes, giving particulars of simple 
alteration schemes. It is obtainable from 
mewsagents and booksellers. 
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Architect to be Mayor 
Councillor Frederick James Press, JP, a 


registered architect, has been selected for 


the position of Mayor of Rugby for the 
Coronation year. 


Change of Address 


The establishment of a central records 
Office has been announced by the Institute 
of Machine Woodworking Technology. All 
future communications other than divisional 
matters should be forwarded to the Hon. 
Secretary, R. Tomlinson, 30, North John- 
street, Liverpool, 2. 


“Lend Men in Slack Times” 


Speaking at the annual dinner of Grimsby, 
Cleethorpes and District Building Trades 
Employers’ Association at Grimsby on 
Friday, February 20, the president, Coun- 
cillor B. Faulding, asked members if they 
became slack in any department to get in 
touch with other members to see if the 
employees could be temporarily employed. 
“Lend men to one another, the original 
employer retaining and stamping the men’s 
cards and rendering an account to the 
borrowing builder,” he said. 


Ministry Reject Tender 

_The Ministry of Housing has refused to 
give its approval to the Stourbridge Coun- 
cil’s acceptance of the tender of a Wolver- 
hampton firm to build an estate of 527 


houses at a cost of £695,687. Instead the ” 


Ministry suggests that the estate should be 
split between three contractors with 80 
houses held in reserve to be offered later 
as a reward to the contractor making the 
best progress. At their December meeting 
the Council accepted the tender of George 
Wright and Co. (Wolverhampton), Ltd., for 
the whole estate. Their quotation was the 
lowest of 11 received. 
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Institute of Quantity Surveyors 

In our report of the annual dinner of the 
Institute of Quantity Surveyors, which ap- 
peared in = ieuaeee the ——.« the 
president was inco: given. presi- 
dent is, of course, Mr. H. Vincent Mace. 
Whitehall Heating 

A paper on Whitehall Gardens and the 
Whitehall district heating scheme was read 
by T. R. Keeley, AMICE, superintending 
engineer to the MOW, at the sessional meet- 
ing of the Institution of Heating and Ventila- 
ting Engineers, in London on November 5, 
1952. It has been published in the current 
issue of the Journal of the Institution, 
obtainable from the Secretary at 75, Eaton- 
place, SW1. 


Council to Sel] Houses 


Proposals for the sale of 500 council 
houses built between 1918 and 1945 were 
approved by Finchley Borough Council on 
Monday night. Houses will be sold only to 
sitting tenants. The price will be 20 times 
the net annual rent, exclusive of rates and 
water charges, plus 20 times the annual sub- 
sidy and rate contribution now being paid. 
The minimum deposit will be five per cent. 
of the purchase price, the balance to be 
secured by a mortgage to the council, re- 
payable over a period up to 25 years. 


Coronation Souvenirs 


A collection of nearly 1,000 Coronation 
souvenirs chosen by the Coronation 
Souvenirs Committee of the Council of 
Industrial Design will be shown to the public 
for the first time at an exhibition which is 
open at the Tea Centre, 22, Regent-street, 
W1, from 10.30 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily (Satur- 
days 10.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m.) until March 
13. At the same exhibition over 30 medals 
which have been approved by the Coronation 
Medals Panel will also be on view. 
Prominence is given to those souvenirs that 
the committee has highly commended. 
Admission is free. 


Tenders for Fulham’s Housing Schemes 


The Housing Committee of Fulham 
Borough Council have recommended that 
the Council’s tenderers for housing schemes 
should be asked to give a certificate in the 
following terms: “We declare that we are 
not parties to any scheme or arrangements 
under which (i) we communicate the amount 
of our tender to any other person or body 
before the day following the closing date 
for the receipt of tenders; (ii) any other 
tenderer for the works, the subject of our 
tender, is reimbursed for any part of his 
tendering costs; (iii) our tender prices are 
adjusted by reference directly or indirectly 
to the prices of any other tenderer for the 
works.” 


Prize Distribution 

A record number of certificates and awards 
were presented by Sir Luke Fawcett, OBE, 
president of the National Federation of 
Building Trades Operatives, to students of 
the department of building of the Sheffield 
College of Technology at a prize distribu- 
tion which was held recently in the City 
Memorial Hall. The head of the depart- 
ment, Mr. W. Alexander, ARIBA, referred 
in his report to the growth and develop- 
ment of the department since its formation 
in 1947, and mentioned special courses now 
provided, such as the full-time course in 
advanced building technology, part-time 
courses in foremanship, civil engineering, 
saw-doctoring, smoke abatement, and 
concrete technology. 
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TRADE NEWS 


Insulating Factories 

The various ways in which fibreglass may 
be applied to insulate industrial buildings 
are described in a booklet issued by Fibre- 
glass, Ltd., of St. Helens, Lancs. A series 
of tables are given which indicate the heat 
losses in uninsulated and insulated struc- 
tures. 


Metal Strip for Flooring 

A pamphlet describing the use of “ Terra- 
bond” strip in laying terrazzo flooring has 
been issued by the metals division of LC.L, 
Ltd. The function of this material is to 
divide up large areas of floor to take care 
of expansion and contraction and to prevent 
cracking of terrazzo and similar floor- 
surfacing materials. 


New Showrooms Opened 


A. J. Binns, Ltd., of Harvest Works, 99- 
107, St. Paul’s-road, Nl, have opened new 
showrooms and offices at 29, Store-street, 
London, W.C.1 (Tel.: Museum 5802) for the 
sale of their architectural ironmongery, 
cloakroom equipment and fencing. The new 
showrooms are situated three doors from the 
Building Centre. 


Embassy Visit 

During his recent European tour, Mr. 
Dulles, the American Secretary of State, 
visited the American Embassy in Brussels. 
A new building for this embassy is nearing 
completion, and has been equipped through- 
out with “ Holoplast” movable walls, made 
by the British firm of Holoplast, Ltd., 116, 
Victoria-street, SW1. 


A Talk on Rubber in Building 


Mr. F. E. Jones, consultant architect to 
the British Rubber Development Board, 
visited the North British Rubber Co.’s 
Castle Mills on February 19 and gave a talk 
on “Rubber in Building” illustrated with 
films. A party from the Edinburgh Cor- 
poration Architect’s Department accepted an 
invitation to attend. 


Plastic Tiles 


To reduce the expense of tiling a kitchen 
or bathroom, Porosan, Ltd., Chichester, 
Sussex, have produced the “ Muraplas” 
plastic tile which can be fixed by unskilled 
labour, and cut or bent as required. Once 
fixed, it is understood to be unaffected by 
water, steam or grease, and to allow cleaning 
by means of a damp cloth. No angle pieces 
or special tools are required, and the tiles 
are made -in one size only, 6 in. by 6 in., 
with beading 2 ft. 6 in. by 1 in. or 14 in. 
wide. Special sizes can be quoted for the 
tiles, which are available in three pastel 
shades of green, pink and blue as well as 
black, cream and white. 

Vitreous China 

Completely guaranteed against crazing, 
and claimed to have a vitreosity of greater 
than 99.9 per cent. is the “Armitage” 
vitreous china placed on the market by 
Edward Johns and Co., Ltd. Armitage, 
Staffs. This product is both thicker and 
heavier than normal earthenware in order 
to withstand hard wear, and is understood 
to be resistant to thermal shock, making it 
suitable for hospitals, schools and public 
use of all kinds. The company’s normal 
ware will continue in full-scale manufacture, 
and both earthenware and vitreous ‘china 
will be immediately available in pure white 
or any of the range of “Armitage ” colours. 
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Lighting Fittings Cheaper 

The General Electric Co., Ltd., announces 
a further reduction in price of its 80 W 
single channel fluorescent lighting fittings. 
The channel fittings F 36570 and F 36568 
will be reduced from £6 5s. to £5 10s. com- 
plete with switch start gear. Corresponding 
reductions of fittings with instant start gear 
(F 36571 and F 36569) will be reduced from 
£7 7s. 4d. to £6 12s. 4d. 


Changes of Address 

The headquarters of the companies com- 
prising the Bowater Organisation are now 
at Bowater House, Stratton-street, WI 
(Tel. No.: Grosvenor 4161). The registra- 
tion and advertising departments for the 
organisation will remain at Harewood House, 
Hanover-square, London, W1, together with 
the purchasing department of the Bowater 
Trading Co., Ltd. The removal of other 
departments will have been completed by 
March 16. 

The offices of Stuarts Granolithic Co., 
Ltd., are now at 105, Baker-street, W1. 


Radiators 


For use in closed hot water central heat- 
ing systems are the pressed steel panel and 
column radiators manufactured by Gulf 
Radiators, Ltd., of Cardiff. In a special 
application of the wal] panel radiator, it 
can be used to heat two rooms simulta- 
neously, taking the place of part of the 
partition. It is supplied to conform with 
any wall contour, together with the neces- 
sary brackets and accessories. The column 
radiators can be obtained in two, three or 
five column types, and any number of sec- 
tions. A pamphlet containing full details 
is available from the manufacturers. 
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Sashless Windows 
The various applications of “Allday” 
sashless windews, together with a descrip- 
tion of their construction and installation, 
are set out in a brochure issued by P. G. 


Allday and Co., Ltd., Northwood-street, 
Bir min gham, 3. 


Masonry in Pall Mall 


The Portland stone to the elevation of 
63, Pall Mall (illustrated in our last issue) 
was supplied by Messrs. Frank Mortimer, 
Ltd., of Choats-road, Dagenham Dock, 
Essex, to the instruction of the architects, 
Messrs. Welch and Lander. 


Gypsum Plaster 

Specifications for work involving gypsum 
plaster materials have been issued by the 
British Plaster Board, Ltd., Morris House, 
1-5, Jermyn-street, S.W.1. An index provides 
quick reference to each section, and a series 
of notes are printed on the reverse side of 
each sheet for the guidance of architects and 
quantity surveyors. All plasters referred to 
in the publication, entitled “The Gypsum 
Manual,” are Class B, retarded hemi-hydrate 
plasters. 


A Firm’s History 

The steady growth during the 100 years 
1850-1950 of the firm of James Austin and 
Sons (Dewsbury), Ltd., is traced step by 
step in a well-produced and illustrated slim 
volume which they issued recently. The 
success of the busimess under the direction 
of different personalities is described, as also 
is the valuable part played by the firm in 
both world wars. A section at the end of 
this history is devoted to illustrations of 
Austin’s present works, and another section 
refers to various contracts undertaken. 


Over-travel Limit for Hoists 


An application for a patent for an over- 
travel limit, designed mainly to operate with 
their friction hoists, has been made by 
Vaughan Lift Engineering, Ltd., of Crawley. 
Sussex. The simple principle of the patent 
is the use of a loose bight of rope. The 
hoist is operated by rope control, and when 
the bight of rope is slack, pulling on the 
Operating rope merely brings the stop on 
the rope up against the permanent stop with- 
out moving the operating lever. When the 
bight of rope is taken up either mechanic- 
ally or by‘electric solenoid, pulling on the 
rope operates the lever. Mechanical or 
electric limits are designed to release the 
bight of rope so that the operating lever 
falls back into the “stop” position. 


NEW INVENTION 
Heating System Invention 


A COMPLETE DOMESTIC heating «nd 
ventilating system, claimed to be of high 
thermal efficiency, is one of the exhibits «t 
the Modern Inventions and New Ideas 
Exhibition now open until to-morrow 
(Saturday) at the Central Hall, Westminste’. 
Developed by Mr. J. A. Hagie) 
AMIMechE, MlnstF, this system is com- 
prised of three main parts, namely, a wa’ 
heating boiler, an air heater unit and an 2’ 
blowing fan. These are all contained in 0° 
unit and supply hot water for domesi 
service and warm air for space heating an/ 
ventilating. It is controlled by a sing< 
rotary damper which can be set to give * 
variety of conditions. It can supply cov 
air in summer, in addition to hot water, 2°! 
in winter can supply warm air, hot watc’. 
and a peak loading on hot water. 
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NEW COMPANIES 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents. 


Ss. J. Tanner and Co., Lid. (515433.) — Regd. 
Jan. 23, roofing contractors, bidrs.’ mechis, etc. 
Nom. .: £2,000. Dirs.: 8. J. Tanner, 37, York- 
st., C ridge. 

4. V. Locke and Son, Lid. (515445.) Regd. Jan. 
24, 155b, High-st., Ruislip, Middx., bidrs., ete. Nom. 
cap.: £500, Dir.: A. Locke, 5, Southcote-rise, 
Ruislip, Middx. 

Edward Holdroyd and Sons, Ltd. (515453.) Regd. 
Jan, 24, Banks, Honley, nr. Huddersfield, joiners, 
etc. Nom. cap.: £10,000. Sub.: Marjorie Ferguson, 
Savile-rd., Skelmanthorpe, Huddersfield. 

R. Slingsby, Ltd, (515462.) Regd. Jan. 24, 
Covent Garden, Mill-rd., Cambridge, bidrs. and 
demolition contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £15,000. 
Dir.:; Emma E. Slingsby, 8, Mill-rd., Cambridge. 

Youngs of Orpington, Ltd. (515479.) Regd. Jan. 
2%, 119, High-st., Orpington, Kent, carpenters, 
joiners, etc. Nom. cap.: £6,000. Dirs.: H. A. Young 
and Mrs. E. Young, %, Midfield-way, St. Paul’s 
Cray, Kent. 

Bocock Hare Allen, Ltd. (515496.) Regd. Jan. 27, 
73a, Oak-rd., Armley, Leeds, joiners and carpenters, 
etc. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: W. Bocock, 15, Thorn- 
ville-st., Leeds. 

Las Vegas Plant, Ltd. (515506.) Regd. Jan. 27, 
Drakelow, nr. Burton-on-Trent, Staffs, public works 
contractors and constractional engrs., etc. Nom. 
cap.: £1,000. Dir.: 8, J. Hawker, 100, Sunny Bank- 
rd., Sutton Coldfield, 

A. and W. Gilbert, Ltd. (515517.) Regd. Jan. 28, 
271, High-st., Berkhamsted, Herts, bldrs. and con- 
tractors, ete. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dirs.: A. Gilbert, 
ings, Lanai Lyme-ave., Northchurch, Berk- 
hamsted. 

C. W. and A. L. Hughes, Lid. (515523.) Reed. 
Jan. 28, bidrs. and contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: 
ia, Dir.: C. W. Hughes, 102, Baggrave-st., 
Leicester. 

Mid-Norfolk Concrete Co., Ltd. (515527.) Reed. 
Jan. 28, Minorco Works. Yaxham-rd., E. Dereham, 


Norfolk. Nom, cap,: £25,000. Dir.: J. C. Curtis, 
Cherrydene, Dumpling Green, Yaxham-rd., E. 
Dereham. 


Rk. J. Bowyer and Sons, Ltd. (515529.) Regd. Jan. 
28. 74, Barry-rd., §8.E.22, bldrs. and contractors. 
Nom. cap.: £100. Dirs.: R. J. Bowyer, Mrs. BE. M. 
Bowrer and O. R. Bowyer, all of 74, Barry-rd., 
8. E.22. 


Flynn Excavations, Ltd. (515561.) Regd. Jan. 29, 
13, Sonthampton-pl., W.C.1, excavating and demoli- 
tion contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dirs.: J. 
Flynn and Rose Flynn, 4, Surbiton Hill Park, Sur- 
biton, Surrey. 

New Day Building Materials, Ltd. (515576.) 
Regd. Jan. 29, 42, Moor-st., Ormskirk. Nom. cap.: 
£1,000. Dir.: G. K. Bridge, 52, Churchgate, South- 
port. 

Ripley (Birmingham), Ltd. (5156578.) Regd. Jan. 
29, bidrs., contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. 
Dirs.: Mrs. V. V. Price and J:°G. Price, 128, Gien- 
avon-rd., Kings Heath, Birmingham. 

Burr and Corrigan, Ltd. (515593.) Regd. Jan. 30, 
6, Kenneth-cres., N.W.2, bidrs.. and contractors, etc. 
Nom. cap.: £100. Dirs.: A. Burr and C. Corrigan, 4, 
Birdcoft-rd., Welwyn Garden City. 

Quality Asphalte Oo., Lid. (515640.) Regd. Jan. 
XO). 220-226, Bishopsgate, E.C.2. Nom. cap.: £2,000. 
Dir.: D. L. Howell, 2, Chelsham-rd., 8.W.4. 

H Halliman, Ltd. (515609). Regd. Jan. 30, bidr. 
and contractor. Nom. cap.: £2,500. Dirs.: H. Halli- 
man, Mrs, A. M. Halliman and Mrs. M. Ramsdale, 
all of 33, Arlington-rd., Linthorpe, Middlesbrough. 

H. R. Builders, Ltd. (515612) Regd. Jan. 3, 
4. Swedish-hse., Tatsfield, Kent. Nom. cap.: £100. 
Dirs.: C. BE. Rowden and C. O. Rowden, Park Farm, 
Cinder Hill, Leigh, Kent. 


CLINKER BLOCKS IN HOUSE 
BUILDING 


Tests Made on Behalf of Council 

THE USE of concrete clinker blocks as a 
substitute for bricks for house building is 
being considered by Valley (Anglesey) Rural 
Council. 

The committee responsible for housing has 
approved an invitation of competitive tenders 
for houses built entirely of bricks and for 
houses partly built of bricks with an inner 
lining of concrete clinker blocks. They are 
awaiting tests on sample products provided 
by the Clinker Block Manufacturers’ 
Federation. 

Messrs. T. Alwyn Lloyd and Gordon, 
consulting architects to the council, have 
expressed the view that provided satisfactory 
blocks could be obtained, they would not 
be an inferior substitute for bricks, but 
would in fact be am improvement. They 
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have explained that it was up to them to 
make sure no inferior product was used in 
the council houses, If they could show that 
only satisfactory blocks would be used and 
that those would make for economy as well 
as being an improvement, they felt sure the 
council would accept their advice. 


INSTALLING OPEN FIRES 


New MoW Advisory Leafict 


MINISTRY OF Works latest advisory leaflet 
(No. 30)* is the first of two which deal with 
the installation of the recommended domestic 
solid fuel appliances. It discusses the pre- 
cautions to be taken when fixing a modern 
open fire in an existing fireplace opening, 
and considers four types: Open fire with 
and’ without back boiler; convector open fire 
with single casing, and with double casing. 

The leaflet deals with general requirements 
relating to the fireplace opening, the hearth 
and the flue; stresses the importance of care 
in installation to enable the appliance to 
operate effectively; and gives hints on the 
plumbing work necessary for connecting 
back boilers and built-in gas burners. 
Methods of fixing the different types, and 
special points to watch—particularly sealin 
against air leaks—are described in practica 
language for the man on the job, and are 
diagrammatically illustrated. 

A following leaflet (No. 31) will deal with 
heating stoves, independent boilers and 
cookers. 





* “Installing Solid Fuel Appliance: No. 1, Open 
Fires,” Ministry of Works Advisory Leaflet No. D. 
Published -by H.MS.O., price 3d. 
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SUGAR SOAP 


OVERSEAS BUILDING 


(From Our Own Correspondents] Z 


*British East Africa—The UK. Trade 
Commissioner at Nairobi has reported that 
the Uplands Bacon Factory have invited 
applications from contractors for the con- 
struction of a sewage purification works 
consisting of a sewer, two pump houses, a 
rising main, screening chamber, grease tank, 
percolating filter with revolving sprinkler, 
35,000-gallon sedimentation tank, sludge 
digestion lagoon, sludge beds and sundry 
Pipelines. Applications have to be made in 
writing to Messrs. Stirling and Scott, Con- 
sulting Geological and Civil Engineers, 
P.O. Box 245, Nairobi. The construction 
of the sewage purification works is to be at 
the factory. Any inquiries by telephone 
should be made to Trafalgar 8855, Ext. 2418. 


Holland.—The Municipality of Amster- 
dam, Holland, has decided to proceed with 
the construction of an automobile tunnel 
under the harbour. A capacity of 4,800 
automobiles per hour in both directions is 
envisaged. Costs are estimated at 70m. 
guilders and the work is planned for com- 
pletion round about 1962. The plan is yet 
to be considered by the Province of North 
Holland as well as by the Government. 
The Netherlands Government has mean- 
while set up a committee which will have 
to consider what permanent connections, 
either over or under water, will have to be 
constructed—in addition to the existing rail- 
way bridges and the road tunnel under con- 
struction near Velsen—to connect the 
morthern part of the Province of North 
Holland, and of the city of Amsterdam with 
the rest of the country. 


India.—The Jammu and Kashmir Govern- 
ment, in consultation with the Joint Director 
of the Community Project Administration, 
Government of India, has drawn up a 
£75,000 scheme for all-round development 
of Ladakh. The plan, which is expected to 
be implemented in thrés years, envisages 
the construction of three irrigation canals 
in Lehtehsil and plantation of 300,000 trees 
yearly to meet the estimated local fuel 
demand for handloom weaving and leather 
tanning industries. Two primary health 
centres with a mobile dispensary at Padam 
Zanzkar and one in the Nubra valley are 
to be built, together with 20 first-aid 
centres. A hostel building is to be erected 
at Kargil, and 12 new primary schools are 
scheduled for construction soon. A Hindu- 
stan housing factory has also been set up 
to be controlled jointly by Indian and 
Swedish directors. 


Norway.—A new Norwegian naval base 
is to be built at Mathopen, south of Bergen, 
at a cost of more than £5m., and will be 
named after King Haakon. ; 

Three Norwegian firms of constructional 
engineers are to build a hydro-electric power 
plant in the mountains of Brazil, near 
Bello Horizonto, a town about 300 miles 
north of Rio de Janeiro. The three firms 
acting jointly won the contract in competi- 
tion with a number of other firms, some 
believed to be British. The power plant is 
expected to take two to three years to com- 
plete, and the cost is put at from £5m. to 
£8m. Should suppliers here be interested in 
this project, the name of one of the Nor- 
wegian firms is given as A/S Betongbygg of 
Trondheim, a company which has just com- 
pleted construction at Stavanger, west Nor- 

*From the Board of Trade Special Register In- 
formation Service. 














RRP 





360 


way, of the new Lyse hydro-electric power 
plant. 


Spain.—At a meeting convened recently 
in Spain by the Minister of the Interior, and 
attended by many high officials, a pro- 
gramme of urban development for Madrid 
was announced. The project, which is the 
product of much study, aims simultaneously 
at solving the problems of the housing 
shortage and urban congestion in the 
capital. It entails the creation of eight 
satellite towns within a radius of about four 
miles. Each town, which is to be separated 
from the existing built-up area by a “ green 
belt,” will have a population of from 15,000 
to 150,000. The meeting is believed to 
have approved the programme, and the first 
stage, the housing of 125,000 people, is to 
be undertaken at once. Fuller details of 
this scheme can probably be obtained from 
the Spanish Embassy, as the Government Is 
primarily concerned with the work. 


It is reported that a new pyrites crushing 
plant capable of handling 300 tons of 
pyrites in eight hours is planned for erection 
at La Joya, in Huelva Province, by 
“Minerales de Cartagena.” Two mercury 
distilling furnaces capable of dealing with 
500 tons of cinnabar daily are to be in- 
stalled at Almaden at an estimated cost of 
15m. pesetas by the Pacific Foundry Com- 
pany of San Francisco. Additional proof 
of American interest in Spain is seen in the 
arrival of Dr. Gustav Egloff, of the Uni- 
versal Oil Corporation of Chicago, who is 
to have consultations with local industrial- 
ists regarding the building of plant. A syn- 
thetic rubber factory is also planned for the 
near future. 


Grants worth £10m, have been made avail- 
able for harbour works to be undertaken at 
Cadiz, Algeciras, Santa Cruz de Teneriffe, 
Las Palmas and La Luz. 


About £2m. is to be provided for the 
completion of: the railway link between 
Zafra and Villanueva del Fresno, in the 
Badajoz Province. This extension is very 
important, as it serves important iron, 
wolfram, bismuth and copper mines which 
are being developed all the time. 


The Ministry of Public Works has 
announced that about £44m. has been 
approved for the improvement of highways 
during this year. The visit of Spanish 
specialists in socia] questions to this country 
recently will probably lead to building in 
Spain of health centres. 





Fixing Solid Fuel Appliances 

An experimental course on the fixing of 
modern solid-fuel appliances was held at the 
Coal Utilisation Council’s training centre, 
Vauxhall Walk, London, on February 5-6, 
and was attended by 22 builders, most of 
them executive members and senior staff of 
firms in the Greater London area. Mr. Eric 
Bellingham, Director-General of the Council, 
told the course that the solid-fuel appliance 
was no longer just a building component to 
be built-in like any other. Mr. G. H. A. 
Hughes (Director of the London Master 
Builders’ Association) who also spoke, said 
that the L.M.B.A. felt it was necessary to 
bring home to all concerned that the fixing, 
repair and maintenance of modern solid- 
fuel appliances was, in fact, the builders’ 
job. They had, therefore, co-operated for 
some time with the C.U.C. to get them to 
realise that the builder proper must be 
brought into the picture. 
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BUILDING RESEARCH 
National Federation’s Plans for 1953 


THe NFBTE proposes, in 1953, to in- 
tensify its efforts to bring the results of 
research to those in the industry who can 
put them into effect, Mr. WILFRED 
HorsFALL, National president, told the 
annual general meeting of the Midland 
Federation, at Birmingham, on Wednesday. 

“The Building Research Station of the 
Department of Scientific and Industrial 
Research and, since the war, the Ministry of 
Works, have done useful and valuable 
work in the field of building research,” he 
said. “ As a result, the industry is becoming 
much more research-minded and is making 
increasing use of mechanical aids. The 
NFBTE has always realised the need for 
keeping the front-line workers and the 
back-room boys in the closest possible 
touch, and for several years has made two- 
way traffic arrangements under which the 
results of research are circulated to its 
members and the probiems of the latter 
promptly made known to the scientists.” 





Maintenance Work on Army Buildings 

In a memorandum accompanying the 
Army Estimates for 1953-54, presented to 
Parliament on February 24, Mr. Head, 
Secretary of State for War, writes: “One 
thing has particularly struck me, the bad 
condition of, and urgent need of more 
maintenance work on, Army buildings. I 
hope that we shall be able to do something 
to improve things next year.” It is under- 
stood that in this country the handicaps are 
lack of funds, labour, and material for new 
building, public and private. Abroad they 
are, in the main, the effects of political un- 
certainty. After referring to some of the 
work in hand at home, Mr. Head describes 
it as “ a very modest start on a badly needed 
long-term programme.” 


Guide to Birmingham 


An illustrated guide to Birmingham has 
been issued by the City’s information depart- 
ment, and free copies are being made avail- 
able to prospective foreign visitors to 
Britain during Coronation Year. Its 32 pages 
deal with the history, industries and social 
life of Birmingham and a section is devoted 
to general information. A general diagram- 
matic map of the district and a detailed street 
plan of the City centre are printed on the 
inside covers. 
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Clackmannan School Building 
rT'HE latest scheme to be proposed in the 

school-building programme of Clack- 
mannan County Council is the senior 
secondary school, Claremont, Alloa. Sketch 
plans prepared by the County Architect, 
W. H. Henry, LRIBA, have been submitted 
to the Education Department for preliminary 
consideration. 





Sale of Houses Scheme 

INVERNESS CORPORATION Housing Com- 
mittee are to reconsider the question of 
building houses for resale. They have asked 
the town chamberlain to prepare a report 
for their next meeting on the question includ- 
ing the cost of building a suitable traditional 
type of house. It is unlikely, however, that 
the committee will proceed with their origi- 
nal plan to sell 20 of the Weir-type timber 
house although permission to go ahead with 
this scheme was granted last week by the 
Secretary of State for Scotland. 

COUNCILLOR J. CHRISTIE, burgh housing 
convener, has told members of the committee 
that they had now learned that the cost of 
a Weir timber house to prospective buyers 
in Inverness would be about £2,000 or £2,250. 
Mr. J. CAMERON, town clerk, suggested 
that it might be a very difficult situation for 
prospective purchasers to obtain loans from 
— societies for the buying of a timber 

ouse. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberdeen.—Corporation has school schemes in 
contemplation, including @ new junior secondary 
school at Cummings Park, est. to cost £337,39, for 
which the architect is Alexander B. Gardner (F), 
Council Mme aba ayy seme ‘ . 

ylishire,—Plans repa ‘or 30 houses 
oh Glas, The architect ie David Galloway (F), 
Council-chbrs., Argyll-sq., Oban. 

Aberdeen.—Housing Committee have approved the 
construction of 67 houses at Mannofield. 

Aberdeen.—A scheme for the erection of a new 
home for old people at the corner of Ashgrove and 
Westburn-dr., atan est. cost of £35,000, has been 
approved by Abérdeen Health and Welfare Com- 
mittee. The home will accommodate 3 old 
people. A house at 30, Albyn-pl. has been pur- 
chased by the ——— for adaptation as 
another home for old people. The estimated cost 
of the alterations is £2,500, and the home will 

ate 25 old people. . 

Glasgow,—Plans prepared for alterations «nd 
additions at the r Cinema, Rathlin-st., Govan, 
for which the architects are Charles J. MacNair, 
Elder & Ramsay (F & A), 529, Sauchieha!!<t., 
Charing Cross, Glasgow. ‘ 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for a new sci: 
which will be erected at Barmulloch (site 9), ‘or 
which the architects are Will B. Wright & Kirk- 
wood (F & A), Carlton House, Douglas-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for alterations 0d 
additions at Hyndland-rd., Kelvinside, for Union 
Bank of Scotland, for which the architect is Arc”) 
bald R, Stuart, 231, St. Vincent-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for the Garage !’'- 
prietors Co., Ltd. Hillhead, for reconstruction 
scheme and additions at O st., for which {'¢ 
architect is William C. Boyd, 9, Wellington’. 
Glasgow. ; 
_ Glasgow.—Plans in hand for the Cement Mari: 
ing Co., Ltd., for alterations and additions *! 
Canal-st., for which the architects are Stewar: & 
Paterson (F), 110, Blythswood-st., Glasgow. Pe 

Greenock.—Pians to be red for 18 houses “ 
be erected at the John-st. area, De’ 
burn, for which the architect is rt L. Rank 
AMTPI, AMInstCE, Master of Works Of. 


Municipal . Wallace-sq. : se 

Greenock.—Pians in hand for new hostel for 
Diocese of Paisley, which is to be erected at 20 « 
cost of £7,500, at Bow-rd. and Nicol-st. The ar - 
tects are Gillespie, Kidd & Coia (A), Welline 
chbrs., Waterloo-st., Sr ae 8 

Piains.—Lanarkshire C.C. to have oy prepa 
for a new infants’ school, for which the architec: | 
William Watt (F), Council Offices, Albert='. 
Motherwel!l-Wishaw. 
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FUTURE 


THE BUILDER 


CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues, 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included 
in this dist see previous issues. Those with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
at the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders; a dagger (+) denotes closing 
date for applications; the name and address at the 
end refer to the person from whom particulars may 
be obtained. 


BUILDING 


MARCH 3. 

*+Birmingham City C.—76 dwellings at Heathy 
Farm, Bartley Green, contract 231; 4 dwellings at 
Shaftmoor-la., Hall Green, contract 288. City E. 
& § 

*tHeston and tsleworth B.C.—(a) 3% flats at 
Field-la., Brentford End; (b) 23 houses at Woodfield- 
rd., Hounslow West. B.E. & S., 88, Lampton-rd., 
Hounsiow. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by March 31. 


MARCH 4. 
*Winchester City ©.—102 houses, Weeke Manor 
estate. A. S Wilson & Partners, 8, Princess-st., 
Storey’s Gate, London, 8.W.1. Dep. £2 2s 


MARCH 5. 
*tBirmingham City C.—Alierations, 205, Vauxhall! 
rd. City E. & S. Dep. £2 2s 
**Southgate B.C.—Five houses and 11 flats at 
junction of Arundel-edns./Hazelmere-rd., N.2. B.E. 
& 8. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by March 31. 


MARCH 7. 

*+Willenhall U.D.C.—24 flats on the Lucknow 
estate. R. T. Chappelle, ARIBA, Housing A., Town 
Hall. Dep. £3 3s. 

MARCH 9, 

*Ellesmere Port U.D.C.—13,000 sq. ft. prefab. unit 
buildings. E. & S., Drawing Office, Queen-st. Dep 
£1 1s. 

*tOundie and Thrapston R.D.C.—37_ houses, 
Thrapston. H. G. Kenyon (L), Council Offices. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

*tSouthampton B.C,—iNew school for 480 juniors. 
Boro’ A. Dep. £1. Tenders by April 20 


MARCH 10, 

*tHeston and isieworth B.C.—Restoration of 
Heston Park pavilion. B.E. & S. Dep. £3 3s. 
Tenders by April 13. 

*Ploughley R.D.C.—Two houses at Islip. E. 
Openshaw. A., Oxford Allied Architects, 66, St. 
Giies-st.. Oxford. Dep. £2 

‘Surbiton B.0.—(Convenience, Hook-rd. B.E. & § 
Dep £2 2s. 

MARCH 11. 

Esher U.D.C.—30 houses at Faraday-rd. estate, 
West Molesey. E. & S. Dep. £1 1s 

Newport B.C.—Reconstruction of Gaer-rd.  B.E. 


Dep, £2 2s 
MARCH 12. 

“Berkshire C.C.—Erection of an office block and 
certain work to an aluminium-framed building for 
use as a central stores depot at Basingstoke-rd., 
Reading. County A., Wilton House, Parkside-rd., 
Reading. Dep. £2 2s. 

“tPortsmouth City C.—77 flats at Leigh Park. 
City A. Dep. £3 3s. 

*tTottenham = 8.C.—Nine \ couameeatt on various 
sites. BE. & 8. Dep. £2 2: 


MARCH 13, 
“Altrincham 8.C.—24 houses on the Broomwood 
estaie. B.S. Dep. £5 5s 
itkeston B.C.—iO heates at Kirk Hallam housing 
estate. BLE. &S. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Wembiey B.C.—Sports pavilion, Preston Park 
B.E. &S. Dep. & 


MARCH 14, 

tAbingdon 8.C.--45 flats, Northcourt-rd. F 
Kussell Cox (F), The Blanket Hall, Witney. Dep. 
£2 2s. Tenders by April 10. 

Cosford R.D.C.—Four bungalows at Rockalis-rd., 
Polstead. R. Erith, architect, 5, Queen-st., Ipswich. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

bn oasenham B.C.—19 garages at Hooks Hall-dy., 

tbrook estate. B.E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 

oN. Trading Estates, Ltd.—Factory. 60, 
Kir ngsway, Team Valley estate, Gateshead; 11. 
R. M. Percival, Secretary. 

a 8.6. —New highway depot. 


B.E. & &. 
Dep 


MARCH 16. 

Chesterton R.D.C.-76 dwellings at Gt. Shelford. 
H. Jackson, architect, 93, Hartington-¢gr., Cam- 
bridge. Dep. £2 2s. 

“Dagenham B.C.—Five shops, 22 flais and nine 
garages at Whalebone-la./James-ave. B.E. & 8 


Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 17. 

Bolton T.C.—40 dweliings at Toronio-st. estate; 
28 dwellings at Crompton Fold estate; two bunga- 
lows at Eastfiekl estaie. Hsg. Director. Dep. £2 2s. 
each set. 

*Bournemouth C.B.—2) houses on the Kinson 
estate, four on the —. estate and % flats 
on the Kinson house site. . Town Hall. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

“Burnley B.C.—Additions to Holy Trinity C. of E. 
school. Leach, Rhodes & Walker, architects, 90, 
Deansgate, Manchester, 3. Dep. £2 2s 

*East Riding C.C.—- Additions to _ Driffield 
secondary school. County A., Beverley. Dep. £2. 

*East Riding C©.C.—Additions te Fulford school. 
County A., Beverley. Dep. £2. 

*Hatfield R.D.C.2 houses at Northaw. J. 
Parker (A), 82, Gt. North-rd., Hatfield. Dep. £2 2s. 

Northfieet U.D.C.—70 houses at New House Farm 
estate. E.& S. Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 19. 

*Berkshire C.C.—Three classrooms in prefabricated 
wooden hutting at Anbofieki C.E. School. County 
A., Wilton House, Parksiderd.. Reading. Dep. 


£2 23 
MARCH 20. 

*Huntingdon C€.C.—Police house, Somersham. 
County A., Huntingdon. 

"West Riding Standing Jt. Cttee.—({1) Four 
police houses at Pontefract; (2) 9 police houses at 
Setby; (3) four police houses at Silsden; (4) one 
police house and office at Glusburn. County A., 
‘* Bishopgarth,” Westfield-rd., Wakefield. Dep. 
£2 2s. J 


MARCH 21. 

“Hornchurch '7.C.--Ten garages at Kempton- 
ave. 8 Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 23. 

Acton 8.C.—Civi!l defence control centre. BE. 

*Northalierton U.D.C.—Eight bungalows, Priery 
Close estate. S. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Tenterden 8.C.—Six pairs of s.d. bungalows at 
the Shrubcote housing estate, Appledore+rd. H. G. 
Hunt, Dip. Arch., ARTBA, The Ingles, Hawkhurst, 
Kent. Dep. £2 2s 

Wellington (Som.) R.D.C.—Sewerage and sewage 
disposal works at Milverton. Harvey, McGill & 
Hayes, 38, Market-pl., Chippenham. Dep. £2. 


MARCH 25. 
edetincntianesaatasiioo U.D.C.—Erection of 26 houses 
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and 40 maisonettes at Whitby-rd.. Eastcote. EB. & 
S.. Council Offices, Oaklands Gate, Northwood. 
Dep. £2 2s 


MARCH 26. 


“Luton B.C.—150 —. on Ranfold-ave. housing 
estate. B.E. Dep. £2 


avons 31. 
Faimouth T.C.—i2 houses at Marlborough estate. 
BS. Dep. £3 3s. 
APRIL 1. 
“Hastings a dwellings. B.E.. 37. Wel- 
lington-sq. Dep. £3 
APRIL &. 


“Mansfield 8.C. egy with flats over, Ladybrook- 
la. estate. B.E. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


MARCH 4. 

“tSouth-Weet Reg. Hosp. Board—New «team 
boiler, Exeter City Hospital. Regional A. @7, 
Tyndalis Park-rd., Clifton, Bristol. 8. Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 11. 

Droitwich 8.C.—B.E. & S. (Materials.) 


MARCH 13. 
Bangor City ©.—City 8. (Materials.) 


MARCH 14. 
Maesteg U.D.C.—E. & S. (Materials.) 


MARCH 16. 


“Hertford B.C.—External painting of 109 houses 
on the Hertingfordbury-rd. estate. Hsg. Man., 57 


St. Andrew-st. 
MARCH 18. 


*Luton 6B.C.—Ironmongery for 251 houses on 
Ramridge estate. 


MARCH 2. 
Hemel Hempstead 8.0.—B.E. (Materials.) 
“Walthamstow — of properties in 
the Drive. Boro’ A. E. 
MARCH 171. 
Brierfield U.D.C.—S. (Materials.) 


MARCH 23. 
rc ams B.C.—List of contractors for 1955. 


B.E 
NO DATE. 
Haddington T.C.—Trades for 39 houses at Rood- 
nae site. J. Grant, architect, 3%, Melville-st., Edin- 
burgh. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


MARCH @. 
tSwanage U.D.C.—Construction of roads, foot- 
paths and sewers at Beil-st. housing scheme 
E. ©. Geens, FRIBA, Regent-chbrs., 15, 
Westover- rd., Bournemouth. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders 
by April 6. 
MARCH 11. 
Bathavon R.D.C.—Site preparation at Batheaston 
(Elmhurst) housing site extension. Council 8. Dep 


£2 2s. 
MARCH 16. 
Ms ade R.D.C.—Sewage works at Bressingham. 
Water & Dae E. Dep. £2 2s. 
Inverness R.B.C.—Main sewer at Green-ir. area 


BS. 
MARCH 17. 
Hatfield Development Corporation.—Roads and 
sewers in the South End Development Area “ A 
(Northern Section). Chief Engineer. 


MARCH 18. 
Birmingham T.C.—Reconstruction of Moseley-rd. 
City te S.. Civic Centre, Birmingham, 1. p 
£2 2s 


Chester R.D.C.—Sewerage at Gt. Barrow 
Williams & Clarke, engineers, 5, Godstallchbrs 


Dep. £5 5s. 
MARCH 2. 
Durham C.C.—Steelwork for bridge over A.19 
road at Cold Hesledon. Dep. £3. 
MARCH 21. 


Bentiey-with-Arksey.—( onstruction of pumping 
station and laying of rising main in connection 
with Scawthorpe sewerage. E. & S., Council Offices, 
Cooke-st., Bentley, nr. Doncaster. Dep. £2 2s. 

Caernarv C.C.—Bridge for A.% over river 
at Llanfairfechan. County 8 Dep. £4 


MARCH 23. F 
U.D.C.—Making up Little Green-la a 
& &., Counci! Offices Annexe, Southst., Farnham. 


Dep. £2 2s. se felt 
artismere R.D.C.— Water supply at 

B-- -2- 1. vo Bateman & Ptars., Halifax House. 

Bank lain’ Norwich. Dep. £2 2s. 
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MARCH 2%. 

Seuth Cambridgeshire R.D.C.—Tadiow water 
suppiy—contract No. 2. Lemon & Blizard, con- 
suitant engineers, 59, Tufton-st., Westminster, 
§.W.1. Dep. £5 5s. 

MARCH 27. 

Runcorn R.D.C.—Sewerage at Stockton Heath. A. 
Waters, MICE, 25, Temple-row, Birmingham, 2. 
Dep. £5 &. 

MARCH 30. 

Aberystwyth R.D.C.-Bow-st. and Commins Coch 
sewerage. Ward, Ashcroft and Parkman, consultant 
engineers. 38, The Tenrple, Dale-st., Liverpool, 2. 
Dep. £5 5s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


(LONDON) 


Bermondsey.—F.ats.~-Layout plans and elevations 
prepared by Boro’ A. for the provision of 36 flais 
in one seven-storey bleck with lift on Wolseley-bldgs. 
site have been approved by Hsg. Com. 

Bermondsey.—FLats.—Hsg. Com. approved layout 
pians submitted by Boro’ A, for the provision of 
52 flats and pram-stores on Moodkee-st. site (phase 
1) 

Bermondsey .—} LaTs.—Approval was given by Hs¢. 
Com. to layout plan submitted by Boro’ A. for 
erection of 76 flats, pram-stores and lock-up shops 
on Linsey-st. site. 

Cheisea.—Pustic-novuse.—B.C, have approved the 
lease of jand occupied by 431 to 435, King’s-rd. to 
Courage & Co., Ltd., Anchor Brewery, Horselydown, 
S.E.1, for the erection of a new “ Riley Arms” 
public-house. 

Cheisea.—Fiats.—Proposals made by Armstrong 
and MacManus, FF.RIBA, 10, Lower Grosvenor-pl., 
S.W.1, for the redevelopment of land on east side 
of Milman’s-st, have been recommended for B.C.’s 
approval They provide for erection of 16 old 
peopie’s flats, est. cost £18,840. 

Deptford.—DrvrLtorment.—L.C.C. approval has been 
given to the erection by B.C. of 136 dwellings and 
12 shops on Evelyn-st. Nos. 1 and 2 sites. Detailed 
drawings are being prepared under B.E.’s super- 
vision by H.V. Ashley & Winton Newman, LF.RIBA, 
3, Verulam-bidgs., Gray’s Inn, W.C.1, who are pre- 
paring sketch plans for erection of 40 dwellings on 
Ciyde-st. extensions, also approved by L.CC. A 
third scheme for the erection by B.C. of 30 dwellings 
on the Idonia-st. extension has received L.C.C. per- 
mission. Working drawings are being prepared by 
the same architects. 

Lewisham.—Trxaace Hovses.—Proposals by F. &D. 
Bush, AA.RIBA, 10, Orchard-drive, Blackheath, 
S.E.3, for the erection of four terrace houses on 
site of 1-4. and one house at rear of No. 5, and 
the rebuilding of Nos. 27 and 30, Blackheath-vale, 
have been found unobjectionable by B.C. 

Lewisham.—Snors anp Friats.—B.C. have found 
nnobjectionable the proposed erection by J. Sains- 
bury, Stamford-hse., Stamford-st., 8.E.1, of four 
shops with flats above on sites of 132-138, Lewisham 
High-st. and 6-8, Romer-ave. 

Lewisham.—Retam, Strore.—Erection by the con- 
struction department of Littlewoods, Ltd., 213, 
Oxford-st., W.1, of_a new retail store on sites of 
150-154, Lewisham High-st. and 1-5, Romer-ave. have 
been found unobjectionable by B.C. 

London Railway Stations.—RepEecorATION.—Main- 
tenance work for King’s Cross and Liver -st. 
stations is to be brought forward for the Corona- 
tion. Wall surfaces and roof glass are to be cleaned, 
including nearly 13,000 panes of glass, and requiring 
50 tons of lead paint, New station signs will be 
installed at King’s Cross, and weather vane and 
dials on the clock tower are being regilded. 
Campbell, Civil E., Eastern Region, is supervising 
the work, est. cost £100,000. 

Paddington.—FLats.—L.C.C, approval has been 
given to detailed drawings prepared by Boro’ A 
for the “link” block of 11 flats in Fulham-pl 
‘stage 2) housing scheme. 

Paddington.—Srecirication.—Hsg. Com. recom- 
mend that H. H. B. Stewart & Co., quantity sur- 
veyor, 33-34, Craven-st., W.C.2, be employed to 
prepare the specification for the superstructure of 
the Fulham-pl. (stage 2) housing scheme. 

St. Marylebone.—Aprointment.—Hsg. Com. recom- 
mend the appointment of Crosher & James, 
FF.RICS, 329, Townshend-rd., as quantity surveyors 
for the housing scheme at 33-36, Townshend-rd. 

Waithamstow. — Hovusinc. — Town planning r- 
mission has been given to proposals . Cc. D. For- 
ward, Ltd., la, Roberts-rd., E.17, for the erection of 
25 houses and garages in Oakhurst-gdns. 

Walthamstow.—Orricres.—Proposed erection of two 
office blecks by F. Austin (Leyton), Ltd., at Argyll- 
ave. has received T.P. approval. 

Walthamstow.—Factory.—Proposed rebuilding and 
extension to their factory in 132a, Blackhorse-la. 
by William Oliver’s (Rubber), Ltd., has received 
T.P. permission. 

Walthamstow.—Huvses.—Erection of four houses 
on sites of Nos. 41, 43, 45, 47, Waterhail-ave. by 
Trout and Dilloway (Builders) Ltd., The Elms, 
Cannon-hill, N.14, has been given T.P. approval. 


THE BUILDER 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Abram.—U.D. received approva! for 16 flats and 
eight houses at Bickershaw-ia. 

Alsager.—Greenal!l Whitley & Co., Ltd., Warring- 
ton, propose erection of P.H. at junciion Shady- 
grove and Wilbraham-way. 

Anglesey.—E.C. appointed E. Wakeman & Part- 
ners, Bangor-st., Caernarvon, as quantity surveyors 
for erection of vol. sch. at Holyhead. 

Bakewell.—U.D.C. seek approval for erection of 
further 22 houses, and are io prepare layout for 
eight houses at Haddon-rd. site. 

Belford (Northumberiand).—A)terations and addi- 
tions proposed to Belford War Memoriai Hall, for 
Com. of Managemeni. 

Blackpool.Surveyor to prepare plans for shep 
premises at Mereside to be occupied by Blackpoo! 
Co-operative Society, Lid. 

Blyth.—T.C. seeks loan sanction, £137,120, for 
erection of 124 houses on Cowpen estate. Boro’ E., 
D. W. Foster. 

Bootie.—B.C. propose 24 three-storey flats at 
Primrose-rd. site. 

Brandon.—Architect for proposed club premises 
for ‘(Newhouse Club and Institute, Ltd., 1s F. Hedley, 
ARIBA, Council Offices, Langley Moor, Co. Durham. 
No plans yet prepared. 

Brierley Hill.—Kidderminster Brewery Co., Ltd., 
Wolverhampion, propose adaptation of ‘ Green 
fields,’ Stream-rd., as residenta! hotel. 

Burniey.—B.C. to prepare modified scheme for new 
crematorium.—Architects, Taylor & Young, Man- 
chester, propose majer improvements scheme at 
abattoirs, and erection of 24 shops at New Palace 
House estate. 

Castle Ward (Northumberland).—R.D.C. Surveyor, 
+. E. Dimmack, prepared layout plans for erection 
of 146 houses at Dinningion Colliery. 

Ceiriog.—R.D.©. received Minisiry approval for 66 
“Cornish Unit” houses at Rhosywaen Chirk. 

Cheshire.—E.C, 1954/9 schools programme includes 
new prim, schs. at Cheadle, Knutsford, Handforth, 
Eliesmere Port, Sale, Great Sutton, Crewe, Marple, 
Stalybridge, Hyde and Bebbington; new gram. 
schs. at Crewe and Northwich, and new sec. mod. 
schs. at Hartford, Lymm, Macclesfield, Neston, 
Barnton, Runcorn, Great Boughton, Tarporley, 
Shavington, Malpas and Ellesmere Port. 

Clayton-te-Moors.—U.D.C. approved 30 houses and 
20 bungalows at Field Bottoms site. 

Coventry.—T.C. to invite tenders for erection of 
remaining municipal dwellings at Manor House 
estate; to include first instalment of Foxford comp. 
Sec. sch., est. cost £258,700, in 1953/4 programme, 
and propose communiiy centre, Tile Hill neighbour- 
hood unit 

Cumberland.—C.C. approved £42,650 scheme for 
new fire stn. at Hensingham. Cty. A. is J» H. 
Haughan, 15, Portland-sq., Carlisle. 

Darlington.—T.C. to invite tenders for erection of 
children’s home at Firth Moor. E£. A. Tornbohm, 
Boro’ A. 

Darlington.—Boro’ A. prepared sketch plans for 
proposed Firth Moor cty. prim. sch., sent to M-E. 
for approval. 

Daventry.—T.C. approved layout for aged persons’ 
bungalows and houses to complete the hostel site. 

Dewsbury.—-B.C. approved 10 blocks of four flats 
and two houses at Myrtle-rd.; 56 houses, 16 flats 
aml eight bungalows at Broomer-st.; 100 houses, 20 
flats and 10 bungalows at Church-la./School-la.; 54 
houses, 12 flats and 8 bungalows at Spen Valley- 


DOHM : 


U 


Slashes | 
DEADWEIGHT 


Increases 


INSULATION 


CONCRETE + PLASTER » LOOSEFILL 


DOHM ws. 








LONDON, S.W.1 
VIC. 
LTD.1414-5-6 & 7913 








February 27 1953 


rd.; and 74 houses, 20 flats and 16 bungalows aj 
Tyke-la. 

ee eae B cae erection of flats on 
west side wer te-rd., Chequers-la. est 
Wyehbold. beige. 

Dudiey.—T.C. to invite tenders for 200 h ‘ 
Tansey Hill estate. ss 

Easington (Co, Durham).—R.D.C. is considering 
erection of pavilion at Crimdon, cost £70,000. Work 
will be carried out in stages. Surveyor, R. 
Lumsden. 

Garstang.—_R.D.C. approved amended layout for 
further 80 houses at Kepple-la. estate. 


Halesowen.—G. Matthews & Co., Lid., Newton 
la., Cradley Heath, Staffs, propose new factory 
building at Maypole Hill. 


Halifax.—T.C. to invite tenders for new crema 
torium, £75,000 est. cost. 


Hebburn-on-Tyne.—J. M. Black, Ltd. builders. 
Glen-st., Hebburn, plan 12 houses in St. John’s-ave 
and four in North Farm-rd. 


Lancaster.—P.C. Council of St. Chad’s propose 
erection of new church. 

Lancaster.—Manchester Reg. Hospital Brd. px 
paring working drawings for new treatment cenire 
and nurse-training unit at Lancaster Moor Hospital 
£16,823 est. cost. 

Leyland.—Greenall, Whitley & Co., Lid., propose 
erection of residential hotel at Cow-la., £100,060 
est. cost. 

Loftus (Yorks).—Alterations are proposed 
*“Waupley New Inn,” Scaling, for J. Gray. 

_ Loughborough.—T.C. to negotiate with W. Cora 
& Son, Ltd., Pinfold Gate Works, for erection of 32 
houses at Ashby-rd. site 

Manchester.—T.C. propose 1,000 houses in Hyck 
and Longdon Dale district, and 250 houses 
Bredbury and Romiley. 


Matlock.—Derbyshire E.C. propose erection of nex 
sec. mod. sch. in 1954/5 programme. 

Middiesbrough.—T.C. is to let contracts for a 
further 80 houses at Park End to plans by J. A 
Kenyon, B.E. 

Morpeth.—B.E., F. K. Perkins, prepared layont 
plan for 63 houses on Spelvit-la. No. 5 site. 

Newbiggin.—U.D.C. seek Joan sanction for £3.) 
for erection of 28 houses on Spital housing estai¢ 
Surveyor is H. 8. Robson. 

Newbiggin (Northumberland).—U.D.C. is nego 
ating purchase of additional land to accommodat: 
250 houses. Surveyor, H. 8. Robson. Counci:’s 
housing programme carried out by direct labou 

New (Northumberiand).—Further improv: 
ments are proposed to Newbrough Memorial Ha 
including provision of additional dressing-rootis 
and supper room. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City C. is recommended |) 
Town Improvement and Streets Com. to seek loa 
sanction, £12,000, for first stage of proposed sports 
stadium at Ouseburn. City E., P. Parr. 

Newoastle-on-Tyne.—Corpn. has received joan 
sanction of £2,552,85g for erection of 566 house> 
1,281 flats and 48 old people’s houses at Longbenton 
with loan of £543,639 for development of Deni 
estate. City A., G. Kenyon, 18, Cloth-market. 

Newcastie-on-Tyne.—Corpn. received approval | 
development scheme, est. cost £17,000,000, City } 
Perey Parr. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.Newcastle Reg. Hosp-'4 
Brd., “ Dunira,” Osborne-rd., Newcastle, conser 
ing converting easterly part of nurses’ home 4 
Walkergate Hospital into H.Q. for Hospital Br 
Board’s architect, P. H. Knighton, ARIBA. 

North Riding.—Turner & Ing, 71, Linthorpe-" 
Middlesbrough, have been appointed quantity =’ 
veyors by E.C. for the proposed Eston gram. 8¢.\ 
_Northumberiand.—C.C. seek sanction to consiruct 
library at Hexham. 

Nuneaton.—T.C. approved sketch plans for 24 flats 
at Abbey-st. 

Ormskirk.—Lancs C.C. propose erection of 10 fire 
men’s houses and adaptation of Rose Marie (a 
and Ballroom as new ambulance stn. ; 

Peterlee (Co. Durham).—Kitching & Co. 2 
Albert-rd., Middlesbrough, are architects for pre 
posed P.-H. for Nimmo & Sons, Ltd., Castle Eden 

Rowley Regis.—T.C. to negotiate with Natha» 
Hyde, 6, Claremont-rd., Sedgley, for erection of 12 
houses at Regent-rd. ; 

Seaham.—U.D.C. received. sanction to erect | 
houses direct labour on Westlea estate (Section 
16). A. M. Smith, 8 

Southport.—T.C. approved 12 houses at Perepar 
dr. for Howard Estates (Southport), Ltd., 2. 
Queen’s-rd.—B.C. received Ministry approval f° 
erection of new day nursery at St. Andrew's Field~ 
£13,275 est. cost—B.C. propose erection of «4 
nursery at Talbot-st. fi 

South Shields—W. B. Reid & Co., Lid. The 
Leazes, Upper Claremont, Newcastie-on-Tyne, ‘° 
build t ary public-house at corner of Mortime’: 
<. and Cauldwell-ave. to replace the “ Mariner 
rms.” 

Stockport—S. to prepare plans for occupatio® 
centre at corner of Barnfield’ rd. and Garners-'4 
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7.C. to issue licences to Manchester & District Self- 
Build Hsg. Assoc. for erection of 35 bungalows. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—Ind Coope & Allsopp, Ltd., 
plan erection of public-house in Durham-md. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—J. W. Cameron & Co., Ltd., 
Lion Brewery, West Hartlepool, plan new “ Rimswell 
Hotel” in Bishopten-rd. Scheme still to be approved 
by licensing magistrates. 

Stoke-on-Trent._T.C. appointed Reynolis & 
Young, 32, Martinean-st., Birmingham, as quantity 
surveyors for scheme at Ceramics College.—T.C. 
propose 46 houses on land off Newcastle-rd., Spring- 
fields 

Stretford.._B.C. to invite tenders for 57 flats at 
Milton-cl. side. 

Sunderiand.—T.C. recommended to carry out im- 
provements to Seaburn Hall. Boro’ A. is H. C. 
Bishop, Grange House, Stockton-rd. 


Sutton Coldfield.—Soroptimist Chub propose con- 
version of No. 1, Tudor-hill, into flatlets for aged 
persons. 

Tottington.—U.D.C. propose further 32 houses at 
Leemans Hill site, £46,350 est. cost. 


Trimdon (Co. Durham).—<Arciitects for proposed 
public-house to be known as “ Bird in Hand,” for 
J. Nimmo & Sons, Castle Eden, are Kitching & Co., 
2, Albert-rd., Middlesbrough. 


Wakefield.—R.D.C. approved erection of 136 houses, 
and 10 aged persons’ dwellings at Stoney-la., 
Crigelestone. 

Wakefield. —West Riding C.C. propose new bnild- 
ing for cty. officers’ staff club at rear of Strafford 
Lodge. Northgate, £12,000 est. cost. 


Wellingborough.—Northampton Brewery Co., Ltd., 
propose erection of new licensed premises at junc- 
tion of Mill-la. and Doddington Ridge. 
_Whickham.—U.D.C. to build shopping centre on 
their housing estate. Surveyor, G. T. Mileham. 


Whitby.—_R.D.C. approved plans for alterations to 
“Horse Shoe Inn,” Egton Bridge, for Heton 
Estates.-R.D.C. to erect six two-bedroomed houses 
at Sleights. 

Wolsingham (Co. Durham).—Newceastle Reg. 
Hospital! Brd., “‘ Dunira,” Osborne-rd., Newcastle- 
on-Tyne, to carry out additions to operating theatre 
suite, and erect eight single-bed wards at Holywood 
Hal! Sanatorium, cost £8,000. Board’s Chief A., 
P. H. Knighton. T. Barrett, Son & Partners, 17, 
Brunswick-p!., Newcastle, have been appointed 
quantity surveyors. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

t Denotes provisionally accepted. 

+ Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 


{ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


_Ayrshire.—Erection of 150 houses at Craigens, 
Cumnock, J. Austin Bent (A), architect, 15/19, 
Palmerston-ph., West End, Edinburgh: ‘James 
Laidlaw & Sons, Ltd., Dalmarnock Bridge, Ruther- 
glen. Lanarkshire. 

Ayr.—Erection of 60 houses for Corporation. 
Thomas O’Brien (F), Council A., Master of Works 
Office, Municipal-chbrs., High-st., The Sandgate, 
Ayr. 26 houses at James Campbell-rd.: *Blackburn 
(Dumbarton), Ltd., Dumbarton; 34 houses at Weir 
Fiaigie-way: "The Weir Corporation, Ltd., Coat- 
ridge. 

Bangor.—50 houses at Maesgeirchen extension, 

r..: SH. Janes, Penmaenmawr, £70,697. 


Belfast.—Alterations and new shopfront at 84, 
Royal-ave., Belfast, for Jackson the Tailor, New- 
castie-on-Tyne. _ Architects, Stephenson & Gillis, 
Saville-chbrs., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *W. Mitchell, 
builder, Belfast. 

Birmingham.—Erection of new R.C. mod. sch., for 
RA Authorities: *F. Davis (Builders), Ltd., 
College-rd., Birmingham, £84,498. 

_Blackpool.—i2 flats at junction of Tatbot-rd., 
Elizabeth-st. and Whiteside-st., for B.C.: *John 
Gregson & Son, 3, Newhouse-rd., Martoc, Black- 
pool, £17,250. 

Blackpool.—Erection of new Church at 
Park: "Gartside Bros., Ltd., Blackpool. 

Brandon.—Erection of premises for the Browney 
Social Club, Ltd.: *A, Gilmore, Ltd., 1, Oak-ave., 
Blackhall, West Hartlepool (application made for 
building licence). 

_ Chesterfield.—180 houses at Hady-la. estate. for 
Coal Industries Housing Association, Lid.: *W. J. 
Simms, Sons & Cooke, Ltd., Nottingham. 

, Colwyn Bay.—42 houses at Glyn estate, for T.C. 
8. Powell Bower, Dip.Arch., ARIBA, architect, 
Somerset House, Princes-dr. Quantities by R. W. 
Howe, ARICS: *T. Alun Hughes, Hillside Yard, 
Liannerch-rd. West, Colwyn Bay, £62,647 (reduced 
tender accepted by MOH & LG). 

Coventry.—27 shops, 40 maisonettes, 20 garages at 


fo 


Grange 


; 40 
Tile Hill neighbourhood unit, for T.C 
Gray, Ltd, Broad-st., Coventry, £120,708. 
Cuckfleld.—12 dwellings at Clappers-la., Fulking, 
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for R.D.C. E. & §.: *W. C. Hilton, 137, W 
Haywards Heath, Sussex, £16,721. patatecanes so: 

Dundee.— Plans Prepared for the Institute of Arts 
and Technology's new wing biock which will be 
erected at “ Belford,” Perth-rd., for the Jordonstone 
Cohege of Arts. Donald Smith, Seymoor & Rowley, 
MInstCE, engineers, 204, West Regent-st., Glasgow. 
John M. Duguid & Co., FRICS, quantity surveyors, 
18, South Tay-st., Dundee. Excavation, brick, build 
ing and allied works: *Bell Bros., Ltd., Dundee, 
£26,908. Plumbing, sanitary engineering and allied 
works: *R. Ferguson & Son, Ltd., Dundee, £2,999. 
Joinery, carpentry and allied works: *Fernie & 
Milne, Ltd., Dundee, £2,441. Glazing and allied 
works: *Walter & Smith, Dundee, £642. Malleabie 
iron works: *J. Brown & Sons, Montrose, £630. 
Plaster, lathing and allied works: *William Brand 
& Son, Lid., Dundee, £2,304. Tile, terrazzo and 
allied works: *Toffolo, Jackson & Co., Lid., Glas- 
gow, £1,015. Asphalt flooring and allied works, 
also bitumen roofing and allied works: *The Nen- 
eratel Asphalt Flooring Co., Lid., Glasgow, £785 
and £503. Painting, decorating and allied works: 
“George Strachan, Ltd., Broughty Ferry, £761. 
Metal windows and casements and allied works: 
“The Crittali Manufacturing Co., Ltd., Glasgow, 
£2,963. Fencing atid allied works: *J. F. Shepherd 
& Son, Edzell, £243. Electrical fittings, installation 
and allied works: “Louden Bros. & Co., Ltd., Duan- 
dee, £4,531. Heati engineering, instalation and 
allied works: *The Underhill Heating Engineering 
Co., Ltd., Dundee, £4,109. 

Durham.—Extensions to the premises of Jackson 
the Tailor, Newcastle-on-Tyne, at Chester-le-Street, 
Durham. Architects, Stephenson & Gillis, Saville- 
a. Newcastle: *F. J. Hepple, Dunn-st., New- 
castie. 

Felling (Co. Durham).—Erection of 76 houses in 
Fisherwell-rd., Pelaw, for U.D.C. Chief Housing 
Officer, R. Morton: *William Leech, Ltd., 2, Clay- 
ton-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, £103,761. 

Glasgow.—Erection of 122 houses at the Breaside 
site, for the Corporation. Archibald G. Jury (F), 
architect, Housing Offices, The Trongate, Glasgow : 
*The Weir Housing Corporation, Lid., Coatbridge. 

—Erection of 14 flats, 4 maisonettes, 5 
shops and 17 garages on the Dennington Park-rd./ 
West End-la. housing scheme, for B.C.: tElsworthy, 
Ltd., 125, Park-rd., N.W.8, £44,580. 

Heanor.—Houses at Loscoe estate, for U.D.C.: 
*H. Stirland & Sons, Kimberley, £13,499 (10); *Viec 
Hallam, Ltd., Valley Works, Langley Mili (80). 

Hebburn-on-Tyne.—Erection of assembly shops 
and stores at the works of A. Reyrolle & Co., Lid., 
Hebburn-on-Tyne. Architects, Cackett, Burns Dick 
& McKellar, 21, Eljison-pl.. Newcastle: *A. Ander- 
son, Ltd.. Stanmore-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Lanes.—New schools for E.C. Chorley South ety. 
sec.: *J. Turner & Sons, Lid., William Henry-st., 
Preston, £137,183; Huyton-with-Roby St. Domi- 
nic’s R.C. sec. sch.: *C. J. Doyle & Son, Ltd., 
Henry-st., Liverpool, £130,538; Golborne Culceth 
ety. jun. & inf. sch.: *P. Hamer, Ltd., 16. Park-st., 
Swinton, £46,930: inf. dept. of Kenketh cty.: *P- 
Hamer, Ltd., £34,908. 
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ee? nate for BC. at Lillingtoa 
estate: *R. L. oe (Builders), Lid., 
ton (32); “Clarke . (Leamington), Lid “Heat 
cote-rd., Leamington (26). 


Liverpoot.—Houses for T.C, 12 flats at Worfiek- 
st.: “F. C. Bloomfield & Co., Ltd, Liv , 
£2.91; six flats, Brunswick-rd. and 17 houses, 
Smithdown-rd.: “Scarisbrick Contractors & Haulage 
Co., Ltd. 81, Dale-st., Liverpool, £11,114 and £28.25. 


London (Admiraity).-Particulars of contracts 
placed by Civil Engineer-inChief’s Department, 
Admiralty :-— 

Yeovilton : Construction of sewage disposal works, 
— "dao & Son, Lid., St. Mark’s-rd., Easton, 

ristol. 


Glendon (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value of 
£500 or over for week ended February 21. 

Building work: W. & J. R. Watson, Lid., Edin- 
burgh, 3; James Dennis & Sons, Ltd., Braunton, 
North Devon; Drabble Construction, Lid., Bletchley, 
Bucks; P. P. Taylor (Doncaster), Ltd., Doncaster, 
anti Exors. of J. Cauldwell, Walker, Bromley, 

ent. 

General maintenance work: F. R. Hipperson & 
Son, Ltd. ao. Essex. Heating services: 
Richard Grittall & Co., Lid., London, Wl. Con. 
struction of tarmacadam hardstandings; Kottler & 
Heron, Ltd., Northampton. Compressed air and 
ree services; J. Jeffreys & Co., Ltd., London, 


{London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value of 
£500 or over for week ended February 14 :-— 

Building work: Robert Durie, jun. Tay. Port, 
Fife; Scottish Aviation, Ltd.. Prestwick Airport, 
Ayrshire; James Barclay, Kilmarneck; Hussey, 
Egan & Pickmere, Ltd., Pembroke. Civil engineer- 
ing: Yarwoods (Altrincham), Lid., Altrincham, 
Cheshire. 

Resurfacing work: Allweather Mechanical Grout- 
ing Co., Ltd., London, 8.W.1. General maintenance 
work: Perry & Williamson, Ltd... Wolverhampton; 
Walter Lawrence & Son, Ltd.. Swaffham, Norfolk. 
Re-sheeting of hangars: R. Smith (Horley), Lid 
Horley, Surrey. Dismantling and re-erection of 
hangars : Maurice Hill, Ltd., Bedhampton, Havant, 
Hants. 


London (British Railways)—The undermentioned 
contracts have now been placed by the Eastern 
Region :-— 

Construction of new refreshment- and waiting- 
room and alterations to existi buildings, drains, 
roads and fencing at Yarmouth South Town station, 
R. G Carter, Ltd., Drayton, Norwich. Construc- 
tion of awnings over portions of platforms 3 and 4 
and covering to parcels bridge No. 134B at Sheffield 
Victoria station, Samuel Butler & Co., Ltd., Albion 
Works, Stanningley, nr. Construction of 
mess room, office and lavatory accommodation, 
goods yard, Worksop, T. & H. Hopkins, Ltd., Tor- 
worth, Retford. Construction of lavatory and wash- 
ing facilities at Tilbury Riverside carriage sidings, 
Barker & Pinckney, 1, Laurie-sq., Romford, Essex. 
Cleaning and painting of general offices, station 
buildings, bridges, subways, toilets, mess rooms, 
stores, etc., at Liverpoolst. station (West Side), 
Shirley Painting & Decorating Service, 70, Black- 
stock-rd., Finsbury Park, London, N.4. Cleaning 
of interior wall surfaces and wall surface of front 
elevation of station building including clock tower 
at King’s Cross main line station, Neonore Stone 
Cleaning Co., Terminal House, Victoria, London. 
8.W.1. 


L.C.C.—Repair and redecoration internally and 
externally of Fleet county secondary school, Hamp- 
stead :— 

A. T. Rowley (London), Lid., Tottenham ... £17,978 


J. A. Dumayne & Co., Ltd., Southwark ... 17,676 
George Baker (Builders), Lid., Stepney ... 17,322 
Norman Sinclair, Lid.. Hammersmith .. 17,02 
Kind & Co. (Builders), Lid., Leytonstone ... 16,992 
Charles Berger & Son, Lid., Paddington ... 16,162 
*J. M. Hill & Sons, Lid., Wembley 15,861 


The architect's comparable estimate is £15,900 
L.C.C.—Construction of 16 flats at Avebury estate, 
Bethnal Green :-— 


Richard Costain, Ltd., Westminster .-. £54,680 
Rowley Bros., Lid., Tottenham s .. 29 
Rush & T kins, Ltd., Sidcup... 50313 
Harry Neal, Ltd., St. Marylebone ... 49 BD 
Kirk & Kirk, Ltd.. Wandsworth 48 398 
Allen Fairhead & Sons, Ltd., Enfield » 47,687 
*Taylor Woodrow Construction, Ltd., St. 
Marylebone 5,240 


The comparable estimate of the appoi inted archi- 
PB Sonus. T. P. Bennett & Son, is £249,060. 


(M.0.W.).—Contracis placed by M.O.W. 

during week ended Febreary 14:— é 
London: Houses of Parliament, ad tions of 
boiler house for distribution centre, G. B. Wallis & 
Sons. Ltd., 231, Strand, W.C.2. Hyde Park Depot, 
alterations new tavatory block, ete. W. & 5 
Negus, Ltd. King James-t., Southwark, S.E.1. 
Cambridgeshire: G.P.O. Telephone Exchange, Wis- 
bech, extension, R. Slingsiey, Covent Garden, Cam- 
bridge. Fifeshire. Government-bidgs., Cupar, new 
boiler house and general alterations, Alex Fraser, 
Ltd., Millie-st., irkealdy. Staffordshire: M./ 
Supply R.O.F.. Featherstone. Staffs, alterations to 
boiler house No. 2, PF. & BE. ¥. Linford, a 
rd., Cannock, Staffs. Warwickshire: M./Labour, 
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Sauseway Green, Oldbury, Birmingham, interna! 


decorations, J. Harper & Sons (Blackheath), Ltd., 
Birmingham. 


Beeches-rd., Blackheath, 
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GLondon (War Dept.).—Contracts placed by WD. 
during week ended February 14:— 

Nottinghamshire: Building repairs, Gee, Walker 
& Slater, Ltd., Derby. ‘arwickshire : Building 
work, Edgar Crowder, Ltd., Birmingham. Kent : 
Building work, Gough, Cooper & Co., Lid., Wil- 
mington; building work, Rice & Son, Litd., Mar- 

ate. Cornwall: Miscellaneous, Turnery & Ellery, 

in; floor and wall! tiling, John Garrett & Son, 

Ltd., Plymouth. Dorset: Miscellaneous, Scott & 

Nellist, Ltd.. Bournemouth. Hants: Miscellaneous, 
G. Ross & Sons, Lid.. Southampton. 

Longhenton.— Erection of 20 houses on the Croft 
estate, for U.D.C. Surveyor, A. E. Sweetman: 
*M. J. Liddell & Son, 3%, Great North-rd., Newcastie- 
on-Tyne. 

Oxford.—Erection of the new building for the sec. 
tech. sch. at the Gipsey-la.-Cheney-la. site, includ- 
ing playing field preparation, for C.C.: *Lavender 
& McMillan, Ltd., Worcester Park, Surrey, £128,748. 

Peterlee.—Erection of cty. jun. sch., for Durham 
County E.C. Cty. A., G. R. Clayton, Court-la., 
Durham: *D. Glen, Ltd., Albert-rd. Jarrow, £249,368. 

Rawtenstall.—Houses for B.C. 32 at Staghills 
estate: *Ashworth & Hobson, Leebrook, Burnley-rd., 
Rawtenstall, £38,793. 

Ringwood and Fordingbridge.—12 flats at Par- 
sonage Barn-la. site, Ringwood, for R.D.C. Frank 
Andrews, LRIBA, architect, 46, High-st., Ringwood : 
*The New Forest Construction Co., Highcliffe. 

Shefheid.—Erection of Beaver Hill sec. mod. sch., 
Woodhouse, Sheffield, for E.C.: *Ackroyd & Abbott, 
Ltd., 47, Willoughby-st., Sheffield, £169,971. Erec- 
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tion of Hurlfield sec. mod. sch. for girls: *s 
Corporation Public Works Dept., 2a. 


Skelton (Yorks).—Erection of 16 houses at 
hill, Boosbeck, for U.D.C.: *Westfield Estates, Laat 
4, West-ter., Redcar (subject to MH & LG approvaij” 

Smethwick.—Building work at Annie Lep j 
sch., for B.C.: *Parsons & Morrin, Ltd, 1S Bee 
grave-rd., Birmingham, £26,994. : 

South Shields.—Erection of 30 garages in Li 
rd, and eight houses at Simonside, for T.C. : Dae 
Labour. 

Stoke-on-Trent—38 houses at Newstead Parm 
estate, for T.C.: *G. & J. Seddon, Ltd., 55, Duke 
st., Longton, Staffs, £60,499, 

Sunderland.—Alterations and additions to works 
of the Bristol Aeroplane Co. Ltd. Architects 
Cackett, Burns Dick & McKellar, 21, Ellison-pl. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne: *J. Huntley & Son, Lid’ 
Marion-st., Sunderland (application has been made 
for a building licence). 

Swale.—14 houses, Teynham, and 14, Oare, for 
R.DC. E. & S., 48. li-rd., Sittingbourne: *8, 
Bishop & Sons, Ltd., Albany-rd. Sittingbourne, 
Kent, £17,447; “B. R. Rigden & Son, Station-rd., 


Tynemouth.—Erection of proposed pysiotherapy 
department at Tynemouth Jubilee Infirmary, for 
Newcastle Reg. Hospital Brd. Architects. Cackett, 
Burns Dick & McKellar, 21, Ellison-p!., Newcastle 
on-Tyne, in association with P. H. Knighton, 
Board’s Chief A.: *A. Anderson (Contractors), Ltd. 
Stanmore-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, £8,328 

West Hartlepool.—Erection of ambulance depot at 
Briarfields, for T.C. Boro’ A., A. G. Sinclair, Muni- 
cipal-bldgs.: *T. M. Stonehouse, Ltd., Osborne-rd., 
West Hartlepool. 

Worksop.—T.C. to accept following tenders for a 
total of 6 houses at Kingsway estate: *G. G. 
Middleton & Sons, 32, Gateford-rd.: *J. H. & W. E. 
Ilett, Ltd., Dock-rd.; *J. J. & A. R. Jackson, Ltd, 
438, Gateford-rd.; “Hewitt & Maughan, Lid. 11, 
Wingfield-ave.; *Morris, Oldfield & Co., Lid., 4, 
Carlton-rd. 

Worsborough.— Erection of 72 houses, for U.DL.: 
*Spooners (Hull), Ltd., Gilebe-rd., Stoneferry, 
Kingston-upon-Hull. 





Housing Progress 

A total of 217 flats and 11 shops were 
erected by Bermondsey Borough Council 
during 1952. In addition, 178 flats are now 
in course of erection, and the plans are being 
prepared for a further 637 flats and one 
shop. 
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